‘All the world’s a stage’
Here we see some
of the cast of the
Christmas Concert,
‘The Wiz’ looking
disappointed as
it is revealed that
the wizard has no
power to grant
their requests.

‘Ground Control to... Mayor Tom!’
‘Charge!’

Members of the Form III German tour are pictured here at a civic reception in the town
hall hosted by the Mayor of Ellwangen. Tom Loftus inadvertently sat in the Mayor’s chair
but the Mayor graciously declared Tom Bürgermeister for the day!

‘Masterchefs!’

Sam Lynch and Ellen Ryall gallop towards the
finish line on Sports Day.

Opening of The Colton Building

Here we see the Minister for Education and Skills Ruaírí
Quinn T.D. Officially opening the Colton Building.

Here we see the cookery competition finalists and their dishes laid out for
inspection. Katie McCarthy was chosen as the winner.

L-R: A. Dunne, A. Cowhig, A. Aldous, C. Thomas and O. Ind inspecting
the
plaque erected for the ceremony.
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Midleton College visits the Dail

Members of the Dail
visit Midleton College!

Members of Form III outside the Dail with David Stanton T.D., Ms. Wilson
and Mr. Ziemmer, they were there as part of their CSPE studies.

‘With Hope in our hearts...
or at least on our t-shirts!’

Junior Minister Sherlock and Minister Quinn are shown how to put
the icing on the cake by Sally Poynton and Allanah Finn of Form V.

A sporting Legacy!

Members of Form IV during their time in Calcutta
with the Hope Foundation. L-R: P. Wolfe, S. Poynton,
J. Walsh, H. Durrant, R. Healy and O. Anthony.

Mr. John Levis is shown here with Ciaran McGregor the
first winner of the Trevor Levis Perpetual Cup which was
established to commemorate his late brother.
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Form 3 Science Quiz
Mrs. Curtin, J. Bronkhurst,
K. Carew, R. Provan-Bessell
the quiz organisers and
K. Simpson.

‘Pianoman!’

Here we see Tao Yu giving a performance of a J.S.
Bach fugue during the Prize Day musical interlude.

‘Hop to it!’

Drama Module

Steve Lynch (head in hands) takes part in the drama module with
classmates Ciaran Lydon and Cormac Phelan. All three seem to
be thinking deep dramatic thoughts!

Spanish Explorers!

Members of the Form III exchange group survey a typical Spanish plaza.

Senior boys in the sack race on Spor

ts Day.
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‘Clash of the Titans’

‘All clogged up!’

Here we see Ned Hodson in action as captain of the U18 Munster squad.
We congratulate him on his sporting success.

‘Spell it out!’
Pictured are R. Quinn, F. Power, A. Erangey, D. Wardle
and C. Thomas all crammed into a giant clog as part of the
fun on the Geography tour to the Nederlands.
Martha O’Leary

Partially pictured are Ian Keating and Lisa Kenneally showcasing their
winning product at the Cork Student Enterprise Awards.

Summer Music

Beth Wardle
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Hannah Spink

Danny Murphy

A Debatable Point!

L-R: Mr. Baker, E. Sheehan, A. Aldous, R. O’Sullivan, P. Punch, Mr. Thompson.

The Midleton College Debating club has had another
creatively prosperous year. Our dynamic and energetic
debaters once again voiced heir opinions freely and
vigorously. On top of our in-house debates every Tuesday
evening, some of our students stepped into the competitive
arena for the first time. In November, Form IV students
Eadaoin Sheehan and Stephen Lynch alongside Form V
students Kieran Carew and Jack Cowhig ,took part in the
first heat of the Munster Schools debating competition,
organised and hosted by the UCC Philosophical society.
Eadaoin and Stephen proposed the motion that opt-out
donor cards should be introduced while Kieran and Jack
opposed the motion banning the use of underweight models
in the media. Both teams revelled in the thrill of competitive
debating, especially in the white-hot gladiatorial atmosphere
of this type of debate where ‘points-of-order’ or challenges
are encouraged from opponents and the wider audience.
Round two takes place in December where both teams hope
to secure qualification into the knock-out stages.
Last April, Philip Punch, Reidin O Sullivan, Alex Aldous
and Eadaoin Sheehan drew 1.1 with St Aloysius of
Carrigtwohill in the first of a series of friendly-ish debates.

Further debates with St Als and Coleman’s College Fermoy
are scheduled for December and the New Year involving
Form 1 and Form 2 students. Most pleasing of all were
the number of newcomers to the Debating Club this year,
especially our new Form 1 students.
Midleton College debating provides a non-threatening
environment to practice public speaking skills which
helps form camaraderie and friendships across all forms.
Other invaluable benefits include learning how to critically
analyse a problem and propose workable solutions. During
a debate, the ability to form cogent rebuttals while listening
to your opponent requires nothing less than an agile mind
and this creativity and spontaneity is one I endeavour to
foster in our students. Throughout these contests, the young
debater can only grow sharper. Furthermore, listening to
different perspectives in a neutral manner not only helps
students advance their side of the motion, it inevitably
increases their tolerance and understanding of other
worldviews, cultural beliefs and social systems. Research
skills are also enhanced and of course, above all else, it’s
great fun!
C. B.

Wesley College Interschools Music Festival 2012
Twenty-seven students, accompanied by Miss Dennehy
and Mr. Sexton participated in the Wesley College Choral
and Musical Festival at the beginning of March 2012. The
competitions took place on a Friday and Saturday. Four
students participated on the Friday accompanied by Ms.
Dennehy while the other twenty-three students travelled
by bus with Mr. Sexton after school. We all stayed the
night in Bewley’s Hotel, Leopardstown and travelled
over to Wesley College on the bus on Saturday morning.

Everyone performed to a very high standard and it was
great to see what other school music departments were
working on too. Dan Wardle did us proud winning the
percussion category while many other students also
received highly commended prizes. Everyone left
already thinking of what they could perform and work
on for next year’s festival. A rewarding weekend was had
by all involved.
H. D.
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Staff Quotes
Mr. Simon Thompson
“Education is the most powerful weapon which you
can use to change the world.”
Nelson Mandela

Mr. Brian Hickey
“An intellectual is a man who takes more words than
necessary to tell more than he knows.”
Dwight D. Eisenhower

Mr. Bud Morrissey
“Discipline is the soul of an army. It makes small
numbers formidable”
George Washington

Mr. Kevin Stanley
“Those women were in the nip!”
Father Dougal McGuire

Mr. Ivan Leopold
“Success is where preparation and opportunity meet.”
Bobby Unser
Ms. Mary Power
Children should have enough freedom to be
themselves - once they’ve learned the rules.
Anna Quindlen
Mr. Martin Preston
“In 1823, William Webb Ellis first picked up the
ball in his arms and ran with it. And for the next 156
years forwards have been trying to work out why.”
Sir Tasker Watkins
Mr. Ray Power
“Get your facts first, then you can distort
them as you please.”
Mark Twain
Mrs. June Johnston
“Peace begins with a smile.”
Mother Teresa
Mrs. Margret Rumley
“The essence of mathematics is not to make
simple things complicated, but to make complicated
things simple.”
S. Gudder
Ms. Lucy O’Regan
“So vast is art, so narrow human wit.”
Alexander Pope
Mrs. Louise Curtin
‘Science is wonderfully equipped to answer the
question ‘How?’ but it gets terribly confused when
you ask the question ‘Why?’.”
Erwin Chargaff
Ms. Gobnait Buckley
“Remember the Celtic Tiger? Well, she turned out to
be a pussycat with a shamrock.”
Howard Gold
Mrs. Allie Mackillop
“There is nothing to writing. All you do is sit down
at a typewriter and bleed.”
Ernest Hemingway
Mr. Ken O’Neill
“Once a Blue, always a Blue.”
Wayne Rooney
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Ms. Catriona Hassey
“The only thing worse than being talked about is not
being talked about!”
Oscar Wilde.
Ms. Jane O’Sullivan
“Camus can do but Satre is smarter.”
The Simpsons
Mrs. Lisa Kelleher
“And it looks like there’s a bit of a schemozzle
in the parallellogram.”
Mícheál O’Hehir
Mr. Paul Cashman
“It was chalk and cheese”
Tony Pulis
Ms. Elizabeth McMahon
“A woman whose smile is open and whose
expression is glad has a kind of beauty no matter
what she wears”
Anne Roiphe
Mr. Chris Baker
“ I may be a living legend, But that sure don’t help if
I’ve got to change a flat tyre”
Roy Orbison
Mr. Brian Gill
“It’s okay to eat fish because they don’t
have any feelings”
Kurt Cobain
Mitch McGuckin
“ It’s a great challenge to come from little New
Zealand and beat the odds in Hollywood”
Martin Henderson
Ms. Laura Guest
“If winning isn’t everything, why do they keep score?”
Vince Lombardi
Mrs. Mary Linehan
Formula for success: rise early, work hard, strike oil.
J. Paul Getty
Mrs. Melanie Henry
“An appeal to fear never finds an echo in
German hearts.”
Otto von Bismark

Staff Quotes
Ms. Hannah Dennehy
“If you want to make beautiful music, you must play
the black and the white notes together.”
Richard M. Nixon
Mr. Cormac Nugent
“I’m a nobody, nobody is perfect, therefore
I am perfect!”
Daniel Tosh
Ms. Niamh Lawlor
“The only real stumbling block is fear of failure. In
cooking you’ve got to have a what-the-hell attitude.”
Julia Child
Ms. Orla Cotter
“Now listen lads, I’m not happy with our tackling.
We’re hurting them but they keep getting up.”
John B. Keane
Ms. Mariel Twomey
“Communication - the human connection - is the key
to personal and career success.”
Paul J. Meyer
Mrs. Rachael Wilson
“A little thought and a little kindness are often worth
more than a great deal of money.”
John Ruskin

Mr. Eamon Doyle
“Hi”
Brian from the Eircom Ad
Mr. Andrew Levis
“Sport has the power to change the world, the power
to inspire, the power to unite people in a way that
little else can.”
Nelson Mandela
Ms. Liz Clifford
“Things that hurt, instruct.”
Benjamin Franklin
Ms. Ciara Wall
“It takes a long time for a man to look like
his portrait.”
Cy Twombly
Mr. Ian Sexton
“One good thing about music, when it hits you, you
feel no pain.”
Bob Marley
Mr. Clive Seale
“We shouldn’t be here at all, if we’d known more
about it before we started”
J.R.R. Tolkien

Student Council 2012

Back Row L-R: E. Moloney, P. Power, A. O’Shea,M. O’Brien, L. Hevers. 1st Middle: M. Murray, P. Kingston, B. Kiy, L. Deane.
2nd Middle: B. Moore, N. Daly, A. Dunne. Front Row: D. Byron, L. Mariga, G. Hennessy.
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6th Form Movies
Graham Corbett
From Russia With Love

Kevin Laatz
The Other Guys

Gary Russell
Walk the Line

Kim Crosbie
Hanna

Billy McCarthy
Role Models

Conor Simpson
Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon

David Cullinane
Just Friends

John McAvoy
The Politician’s Wife

In One Ear

Luke Deane
For Catherine

Eamon Moloney
Election

Patrick Delahunty
The Cyclist

Paddy Moloney
The Paper Route

Claire Douglas
The Good Girl

Carlota Monzon
The Jungle Book

Eric Stapleton

Adam Erangy
Sweat

Bryan Moore
When Harry Met Sally

Robbie Steele

Donnchadh Gethins
The Artist

Dylan Nunan
Man About Dog

Jack Gibbons
Pirates Of The Carribean

Ned O’Shea
A Body To Die For

Daniel Tierney

Nicholas Hoppenstaedt
The Matrix

Adam Pennington
What Is Love?

Cassidy Toomey

Kepa Igos
Lost In Translation

Kate Phelan
Big Daddy

Max Von Der Heidt

Oliver Ind
50 First Dates

James Pope
Rachel, Rachel

Tiger Waite

David Irwin
Beautiful Kate

Fi Power
Master And Commander

Oliver Kane
The Disciples Of Hippocritis

David Poynton
Mr. Woodcock

Ferris Buellers Day Off

Jess Knoblauch
The Dictator

Ivette Pujol
Big Mama’s House

Back To The Future

Rachel Quinn
He’s Just Not That Into You
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Ben Sly
Caitriona Smiddy
The Reader

Hannah Spink
Little Miss Sunshine.
Into The Wild
Life Of Brian

Chantelle Thomas
Bend It Like Beckham
Social Network
My Little Pony
Richie Rich
Miss Congeniality

Daniel Wardle
Little Britain

Rachel Wight
Adrian Zimmer

A Debatable Point!

L-R: Mr. Baker, E. Sheehan, A. Aldous, R. O’Sullivan, P. Punch, Mr. Thompson.

The Midleton College Debating club has had another
creatively prosperous year. Our dynamic and energetic
debaters once again voiced heir opinions freely and
vigorously. On top of our in-house debates every Tuesday
evening, some of our students stepped into the competitive
arena for the first time. In November, Form IV students
Eadaoin Sheehan and Stephen Lynch alongside Form V
students Kieran Carew and Jack Cowhig ,took part in the
first heat of the Munster Schools debating competition,
organised and hosted by the UCC Philosophical society.
Eadaoin and Stephen proposed the motion that opt-out
donor cards should be introduced while Kieran and Jack
opposed the motion banning the use of underweight models
in the media. Both teams revelled in the thrill of competitive
debating, especially in the white-hot gladiatorial atmosphere
of this type of debate where ‘points-of-order’ or challenges
are encouraged from opponents and the wider audience.
Round two takes place in December where both teams hope
to secure qualification into the knock-out stages.
Last April, Philip Punch, Reidin O Sullivan, Alex Aldous
and Eadaoin Sheehan drew 1.1 with St Aloysius of
Carrigtwohill in the first of a series of friendly-ish debates.

Further debates with St Als and Coleman’s College Fermoy
are scheduled for December and the New Year involving
Form 1 and Form 2 students. Most pleasing of all were
the number of newcomers to the Debating Club this year,
especially our new Form 1 students.
Midleton College debating provides a non-threatening
environment to practice public speaking skills which
helps form camaraderie and friendships across all forms.
Other invaluable benefits include learning how to critically
analyse a problem and propose workable solutions. During
a debate, the ability to form cogent rebuttals while listening
to your opponent requires nothing less than an agile mind
and this creativity and spontaneity is one I endeavour to
foster in our students. Throughout these contests, the young
debater can only grow sharper. Furthermore, listening to
different perspectives in a neutral manner not only helps
students advance their side of the motion, it inevitably
increases their tolerance and understanding of other
worldviews, cultural beliefs and social systems. Research
skills are also enhanced and of course, above all else, it’s
great fun!
C. B.

Wesley College Interschools Music Festival 2012
Twenty-seven students, accompanied by Miss Dennehy
and Mr. Sexton participated in the Wesley College Choral
and Musical Festival at the beginning of March 2012. The
competitions took place on a Friday and Saturday. Four
students participated on the Friday accompanied by Ms.
Dennehy while the other twenty-three students travelled
by bus with Mr. Sexton after school. We all stayed the
night in Bewley’s Hotel, Leopardstown and travelled
over to Wesley College on the bus on Saturday morning.

Everyone performed to a very high standard and it was
great to see what other school music departments were
working on too. Dan Wardle did us proud winning the
percussion category while many other students also
received highly commended prizes. Everyone left
already thinking of what they could perform and work
on for next year’s festival. A rewarding weekend was had
by all involved.
H. D.
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Seachtain Na Gaeilge

Bhí Seachtain na Gaeilge againn i gColáiste Mainistir na
Corann ón 5ú lá de Mhí na Samhna go dtí an 9ú lá de Mhí
na Samhna i mbliana. Thosaigh na himeachtaí le Tráth na
gCeist leis na ranganna sóisearach ar maidin Dé Luain agus
leis na ranganna sinsearach níos déanaí. Ar maidin Dé Máirt
fuaireamar blas álainn de ceol Gaelach nua-aimseartha le
rapcheoil ó Dylan Nunan in éineacht le Catríona Smiddy
ar an bpianó. I rith am lóin ar an Máirt bhí Poc Fada ag
na ranganna sóisearach faoi stiúr ár imreoir camógaíochta
Iníon Ní Choitir. I gcomórtas na mbuachaillí bhí an bua ag
Jack Ryan leis an bpoc is faide sa scoil agus bhuaigh Niamh
Power ón gcéad bhliain comórtas na cailíní. Bhí Poc Fada
ag na ranganna sinsearach ar an Deardaoin agus bhuaigh
Odhrán Bailey comórtas na mbuachaillí agus Alannah Finn
comórtas na cailiní. Bhí oíche iontach ag gach duine oíche
Deardaoin ag an gCéilí Mór. Bhí banna ceoil traidisiúnta

beo againn a bhí an bhríomhar agus corraitheach ar fad. Bhí
craic iontach ag gach duine agus tháinig feabhas mór ar rince
na ndaltaí, go háirithe ‘Ionsaí na hInse’!!! D’fhoghlaim ár
ndaltaí idirnaisiúnta an-chuid faoi cultúr na hÉireann ar an
oíche. An maidin dar gcionn chas Ava Burns cúpla poirt
álainn ar an bhfidil ag an tionól agus chuaigh an cúigiú agus
an seú bhlian go dtí Luimneach chun an dráma ‘An Triail’
a fheiscint. Tháinig Seachtain na Gaeilge go dtí críoch le
Patrick Delahunty ag seinm an giotár beo ag an tionól agus
le bronnadh na nduaiseanna do bhuatóirí na himeachtaí
faoi leith. Bhí taispeántas ealaíne sa halla le comórtas na
póstaer agus bhí caighdeán den scoth i mbliana. Seachtain
taitneamhach a bhí ann do gach duine a bhí páirteach agus
táimid ag tnúth leis an mblian seo chugainn cheana féin!!!

Coding Club
Whether the rain is lashing down or
the sun splitting the stones you’ll find
some students working on Java and
C+ on any given Monday evening.
To those of you not ‘in the know’ ….
that’s when our Coding Club meets.
Enthusiastic students discuss/learn/
teach in a space where collaboration
and creativity is encouraged. The
hugely successful coding club meet
weekly in the well equipped I.T. Lab
under the guidance of Mr. Ziemmer.
M.L.
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C.N.

Geography Trip
You know its an early start when its still dark outside, too
early for Mr. Morrissey and his old friend The Megaphone!
We departed from Cork Airport with 20 students and Mr.
Morrissey along with his back up crew Mrs. Levis and Mr.
Cashman. On arrival at Schipol Airport, we loaded our
bags onto the bus and hit the road. It was a long journey
to Flevoland, we all got a false sense of security that we
would be able to catch up on the lost sleep. This was sadly
disrupted by the ear deafening screech of The Megaphone
and the task of completing our first “transect”, this became
the most commonly used word by the end of the trip. These
involved recording everything from land use to the type of
building visible in a certain amount of time.
Nerves began to rise as we approached the Flevoland
region, the daunting task of farm studies was on our minds.
As we were spilt into our groups we all became jealous of
the group that had the one native speaker of the bunch, in
that moment Dan Wardle was the most popular guy on the
bus. Next we paid a visit to the Nieuw Land Polder Museum
in Lelystad for a self guided tour, the interactive portion of
this was thoroughly enjoyed. After a well deserved meatball
marinara we continued onto the small town of Edam for
a visit to a traditional Dutch cheese warehouse. Here we
enjoyed the range of cheeses but for us the giant clog and
caramel waffles took the cake. Finally it was back to the
hotel in Monnickendam, where we had dinner and after an
early room change and a walk about the town it was time to
settle down for the night.
Following breakfast we hopped on the bus again and
departed for Rotterdam. While we there we took a tour of
the harbour on the Spido. After we went to the Delta Expo
at Haringvliet here we learnt about the works of the dams,
locks and dykes that protect the land. Then we continued
onto Gouda for more of the farm studies that we enjoyed
ever so much. As relaxation that evening we lined the pins
up for and enjoyable session of bowling.
On the third day on our way to Aalsmeer Flower Auction
the bus was calmest it had been, due to the early start that
morning. Here we saw the largest flower auction in the world

at work and learnt about the daily happenings of the flower
auction. Afterwards we went to the Delft Pottery where we
saw a wide range of Deltware. We were both surprised and
lucky to leave there without anything being broken even
though we were in the company of the infamous Robbie
Steele. After lunch visited the Madurodamat which is a
scaled model of typical dutch buildings and landmarks, the
kids in us had a great time here, feeling as if we were giants
towering over everything. Although the miniature buildings
and people were fascinating after a while as all kids do we
got kinda bored so we spent the rest of our time there in the
park playing on the zip line and going up and down the tube
slide. It wasn’t a surprise that the adults of the group were
not impressed. We ended our evening with the long awaited
trip to the Tiki Pool, here we enjoyed the wide variety of
fast, exciting indoor slides apart from a few casualties and
unfortunate moments we returned to the hotel in one piece.
On our final day we checked out of our hotel and began our
journey to the Zaans Schans on the banks of the river Zaans,
this is the Bunraty of Holland. It is a fully inhabited, open
air conservation area which gave a vivid impression of the
Dutch way of life. After nearly been blown of a windmill
we sat down for a very tasty savoury crepe, where one or
two of us had more then their fair share. We then travelled
into Amsterdam itself to enjoy a relaxing and scenic Canal
boat tour. For our last stop of the trip we went to Anne
Frank’s family home, this was quite a moving experience
as we relived Anne’s hopes and fears growing up in World
War II. We then continued on to Schipol Airport, worn out
from the whole trip to catch the 20:40 flight home.
Overall the whole group had an extremely enjoyable
experience on the geography trip to the Netherlands. We
would like to thank Mr. Morrissey and Mr. Cashman and
Mrs. Levis for giving up their holidays to put up with our
cranky tired selves and to give us this beneficial opportunity
to travel to Holland.
We also hope that Mrs. Levis enjoyed her time on her last
geography trip and hope that it was a memorable one too.
Rachel Quinn and Fi Power (Form VI)
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Mrs Levis Retires!

The following is the speech given by Mr.Morrissey at the
retirement dinner for Mrs. Levis.
Ruth Levis and I first met in Lisdoonvarna! It was a UCC
geography trip to the Burren. It was the year of Waterloo
–not 1815, but the weekend of the 1974 Eurovision Song
Contest when Abba burst onto the scene. I believed at the
time that Abba should not have won. The glitzy outfits,
sequins and strange shaped guitars were far too gimmicky
for my liking. Far superior was the Dutch entry “I See a
Star” by Mouth and MacNeal, and their miniature barrel
organ played by a monkey did not seem at all gimmicky
to me. Abba went on to world domination Mouth and
MacNeal were never again heard of and the monkey went
to the great jungle in the sky.
Looking back tonight, it was a pity that Mouth and
MacNeal did not win as it would have linked two locations
central to Midleton College geography, the Burren and the
Netherlands. I have been lucky to find in Ruth (and more
recently Paul and Lisa) someone who values fieldwork with
a passion. For us it is the cornerstone of the teaching of
geography. Along with Ruth I have been on 13 trips to the
Netherlands, 23 to the Burren, 3 to South Wales, 1 to USSR
(along with French Dept) and 6 Leaving Cert trips locally.
46 major trips and I think 3 had sour moments – not a bad
percentage. In addition there were the annual trips to Kerry
(Form 5) and Bunmahon (Form 4) where juniors were
encouraged to wade in rivers, look for rocks or carry out
traffic surveys. As an English teacher we can include trips
to the Opera house, Everyman, Waterford, Dublin and even
Ballyduff. This week Ruth said she loved teaching as she
could avoid housework and the kitchen. I think the trips
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meant she could avoid the classroom. On many of our trips
one of her main tasks was to keep me calm and stop me
from overreacting. She was the voice of reason.
Ruth was the Emily Pankhurst of Midleton College. Woe
betide the person who at Assembly did not give the games
results in the correct order. The Senior Rugby Cup taking
precedence over the Junior D girl’s hockey friendly was
acceptable – just! She always championed the girls and had
reservations about the boy’s cultural interests. Evidence of
this was her jaundiced view of our trips to the Netherlands
premier concert venue –the Ajax Arena. Even more so the
year Ivan for some reason insisted we climb the 200 steps
to the top tier for a second time. This year’s Dutch trip saw
the parties divided into three groups for the visit to Ann
Frank’s house. Ruth felt that the girl’s should go first as
they might like to go shopping! With Ruth out of the way I
can now start a campaign for “Equality for the boys”.
Ruth could never let this lie. She always had to get involved.
Last Wednesday she came across 2 sixth formers locked
into a classroom counting money and refusing to explain
what it was. Paula and I tried to assuage her concerns about
a drugs issue or money laundering by referring to the 6th
Form Santa Ponza Fund. The truth is that they had waited
until Ruth had left the front of the school before counting
the pupils contribution to the Ruth Levis retirement gift.
But rather like Lot’s wife – she had to turn back!
Adam Erangey was lucky to survive this year’s Dutch trip.
His offence was asking a simple question –“what date is
your birthday?” Adam has got to learn that discussing a
lady’s birthday or age is like walking on quicksand and
when he asked for the sixth time he got a fairly sharp

rebuke. Ruth I can’t remember if they got the birthstone
they wanted to present to mark your final overseas field trip.
Many tributes were paid to Ruth over the past few weeks.
The Department of Education paid their tribute by giving
us our first Geography Inspection in 34 years. A sincere
thank you Ruth, from Paul, Lisa and myself for that.

teacher of Geography and English. She gets the high fliers
to achieve their potential. She gets the weaker pupils
to overachieve. Her enthusiasm is as infectious as her
laughter. Her professionalism and her high standards are
second to none. I am honoured to have shared a department
with someone such as Ruth. And I am honoured to have
Ruth as a true friend.

Ruth Levis is part of Midleton College. She is an excellent

BM

Ruth is more pensive in this staff photo taken last May
as she ponders the future. We wish her well in her
retirement, she has certainly earned it!
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Farewell to Mrs. Levis
For over thirty years Mrs. Ruth Levis has been a leading
member of the Midleton College community and from
her first day here has been a valued and highly respected
member of the teaching staff.

model for the school. To me if you wanted to know what
being in Midleton College was all about, all you needed to
do is look at the way in which Mrs. Levis lived and breathed
everything about the school.

She has witnessed the growth of our school and become
embedded in its history along with her husband MR. John
Levis and perhaps in another thirty years her son Mr.
Andrew Levis who has followed in her footsteps teaching
Geography.

After her farewell speech at assembly something left the
school with her , something that will take years to find
again, her devotion to the school will never be forgotten by
either her or the students and teachers.

In her classes there was one thing you couldn’t miss, as
soon as she began her class it would hit you like a rush
of wind in the face and that was her love and passion for
the subject be it Geography or English. There was always
an electric air in the room and everything was done with
purpose and humour.
Along with all the energy put into teaching she has
organized countless trips to the Netherlands, Kerry, The
Burren, Hockey Tours, trips to plays, Been Student Council
co-ordinator and still made time to watch as much of the
school sports teams play as humanly possible. I think
this shows how closely linked she was with the school
community and not just a teacher but a leader and role

She has done so much for every single student who has
passed under her wings of knowledge and deserves more
than this feeble attempt to describe what she means to all of
us who have either worked with or seen her in her element,
where she belongs. In the classroom.
Finally I would just like to say a huge, resounding thank
you to you Mrs. Levis. The likes of whom will never be
seen again. You have been a truly inspiring figure to me
and I wish you well in your future. You will always be part
of Midleton College and Midleton College will always be
part of you.
“Spartam Nactus Es Hanc Exorna”
Oliver Ind (Form VI)
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Here we see a selection of art works and projects
from Ms. O’Regan’s many talented young artists!
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Senior Rugby

Back Row L-R: Mr. Power, B. Moore, O. Kane, L. Farnham, S. England, B. Mitchell, C. Simpson, K. Crosbie, O. Monagan, O. Ind,
Ms. Guest, Mr. Thompson. Middle Row L-R: A. Simonin, Adam Colton, S.O’Sullivan, N. Hodson (capt), Andrew Colton, G. Chambers,
T. Turkington. Front Row L-R: R. Hurley, O. Brennan, J. Pope, D. Wardle, L. Deane, B. Kiy, R. Steele.

This was a season ripe with expectation. The sixth year
group made up the core of the team. They had tasted
success in the past and had the appetite for more.

Scoil Rís. This was what this group of players had always
wanted. A chance to see if they measured up. Could they
compete with an A school?

As a body of players they had much to offer, skill, pace,
power and passion. Who will ever forget that tackle by
Mark Twomey in the opening seconds of the Mungret
final. I’d better stop there. I’m getting ahead of myself.

The answer was a definite yes. Árd Scoil were the clear
favourites before the game. Ten minutes in the bookies
would not have been so sure. Aspects of their game such
as the line outs posed us some problems to begin with.
In terms of physicality and determination we were their
match. At times we looked the better team. In the end
however we lost 13-6 but what a game. Their converted
try came too late in the game for us to get back on level
terms. Our only scores came from Ned’s boot. Despite the
result it was a game to be proud of.

The season began with injury problems. On this occasion
with the coaching staff! Fortunately Laura Guest’s arrival
in the rugby department was well timed and she joined up
with Andrew McCarthy to take control of the team.
The season began well with both the 1st XV and the 2nd
XV teams posting victories over Bandon. It seemed that
the train was on track and ready to roll. Derailment was
only around the bend however in the form of CBC. There
is nothing like a defeat to get your head on straight. Teams
often learn more from a poor performance than from a
good one. Such was the case here. What followed was
a run of six wins over Clonmel, CBC( 2nd XV ), Newtown,
Rockwell, St. Clements and Abbey. This was the best
possible preparation for the first round of the Senior Cup.
This was to be against Bandon.
We had the home advantage but the day was damp and
windy. It had all the feelings of a true old fashioned cup
tie. The boys were really up for it. From my vantage point
in a car at the end of the pitch I had a perfect view of both
tries and the subsequent conversions by Ned Hodson.
Ben Mitchell in a well rehearsed move took a perfect pass
to cut back and score under the posts. Thomas Turkington
who was developing a liking for taking on the ball more
like a back row than a prop scored in the corner. While
both of these were great and led to the solid 14-0 victory
the moment of the match for me came from Andy Colton.
His rampaging, side stepping break out to lift a period of
pressure by Bandon will live long in the memory.
The prize for this win was an opportunity to mix it with the
big boys. Our opponents in the 2nd round were to be Árd
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This match could have shaken our confidence but it
didn’t. The opposite was the case. We realised the main
difference between Árd Scoil and us was that they played
against that standard of opposition every match. If our
team had the similar opportunity they could be A standard.
February would see us travel to Tipperary Town to play
Abbey in the Mungret Cup Semi-Final. While the pitch
was very heavy we made the most of it. As usual we
started slowly but eventually ran out winners 38-6. This
match was notable in that Odhrán Brennan got his first
ever try for the school. It was a happy group of players
that stopped for food in Cahir on the way home. It is
always amazing how much food “ growing boys “ can
put away. In this team Mark and Benji were famous for
second helpings.
We had to wait six weeks for the final to come around. This
is not uncommon these days due to Leaving Certificate
Mock exams and work experience for fourth years. We
did feel however that we were ready for Bandon. We felt
we could win if we played to the best of our ability. Our
warm ups had generally been poor during the season
but once the players hit the pitch they clicked into gear
and performed. On this day the warm up was crisp and
snappy. They looked good. From the kick off Mark typified

the ‘up for it’ mentality with that crunching tackle. He hurt
himself with his over enthusiasm and had to go off for a
couple of minutes. On the pitch things were not going to
plan. We were securing possession but the ball just did
not go to hand. Multiple handling and kicking errors gave
the ball back to Bandon time and time again. It was a case
of wanting it too much if that was possible. It seemed that
the harder we tried the poorer we played. This is not to
take it away from Bandon. They kept their composure
and did the basics well. They kicked long and made us
turn constantly forcing us to build from deep. At half
time we were 5-0 down which was not bad considering
how poorly we had played. In the second half Alex
Simonin scored a good try and the game remained tied
at 5-5 for nearly all the second half. We had some penalty
opportunities which we did not convert but still had much
of the possession and remained optimistic. Unfortunately
a long thump down the field led to a penalty for Bandon
which they converted to emerge 8-5 winners. We were
disappointed but we had to admit that the better team
won on the day.
In summing up the season it was definitely a good one.
Players from the team admirably represented the College
at provincial level. Ned Hodson wore the number 12 jersey
for the full Munster Schools and also had the honour of

captaining the side. On top of that he was nominated for
an Irish trial. Stuart O’Sullivan. Ben Mitchell and Bryan
Moore all played for the Munster A side. We lost only four
of our fifteen games. We scored 262 points and conceded
just 82. Successful by any standards but the loss in the
final unfortunately remains a persistent memory.
In conclusion I would like to thank these players for the
good memories they helped to create. Their good nature,
hard work and strong sense of team is what you always
hope to see in a side. My thanks also go to Gavin Spillane
the Jimmy Magee of Midleton College. His phenomenal
memory greatly helped to piece together the stats for
this season.
THE PANEL:: Ned Hodson ( Capt ), Ben Mitchell, Stuart
O’Sullivan, Bryan Moore, Rory Hurly, Adam Colton, Andy
Colton, Greg Chambers, Alex Simonin, Thomas Turkington,
Mark Twomey, Steven England, Louis Farnham, Odhran
Brennan, Owen Monagan, Kim Crosbie, Robbie Steele,
Adam Pennington, Daniel Wardle, Brendan Kiy, Conor
Simpson, Ollie Kane, Rob Cashman, Oliver Ind, Luke
Deane, Simon McCarthy, Steven O’Brien, Dylan Somers,
Eoin Doyle, Gavin Spillane, Ned O’Shea, David Irwin,
Shane McPadden, Conor Sheehy and Luke Hevers.
R.St.J.P

J.C.T. Rugby

Back Row L-R: Mr. Stanley, J. Tierney, A. Dwane, B. McEvoy, S. England, S.Mitchell, A. Irwin, A. Deane, J. Bronkhurst, G. Smiddy, J.
McGauran, Mr. Levis, Mr. Thompson. Middle Row L-R: C. Simpson, D. Murphy, R. Donovan, P. O’Riordan (capt.), E. Daly, A. Burns, P.
Matthews. Front Row L-R: M. O’Brien, M. Murray, R.Walsh, J. Power, J. Ryan, C. Phelan, R. Johnston, C. Lynch, J. Beamish.

A dedicated, hardworking and talented squad of players
produced a series of excellent performances in what
was a very positive season albeit one that ultimately
ended in heartbreak.
Our first match resulted in a win at home to Bandon, a
team whom we would become very familiar with over the
course of the season. That win was followed by a heavy
defeat away to Christians but thankfully the performances
and results improved greatly from then onwards. Victories
over Newtown, Clonmel, Pres and Rockwell followed.

Our first competitive match was away to Bandon in the
1st round of the Munster Junior Cup qualifiers. On a heavy
pitch on a wet and miserable day, the game ended in a nil
all draw. In the replay, a week later, we defeated Bandon
by a score line of 18 points to 6 thanks to tries from Ross
Donovan and Kieran Simpson. The remaining points were
added through the trusty right boot of Josh Foley.
Our involvement in that competition ended a week later
against a strong St. Clements team who defeated us by
20 points to 10. St. Clements went on to qualify for the
Munster Junior Cup proper.
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After Christmas, another victory over Bandon set the team
up for what we hoped would be a good run in the Mungret
Shield. Alas, it was not to be the case.
In our quarter final match against Abbeyfeale, thanks
to three excellent penalty kicks from Josh Foley, we
deservedly led the game by 9 points to 3 with two minutes
to go. However, an inability to clear our lines and to see
out the game allowed Abbeyfeale to score a try right
at the death. The conversion was added and the game
finished 10-9 to Abbeyfeale and our involvement in the
Mungret Shield was over.
What made the loss all the more disappointing was that
the semi-final would have been at home to Bandon, a
team that we had defeated three times and drawn with
once in our four meetings to date. Despite the heartbreak
experienced as a result of that loss to Abbeyfeale it did
not at all take from the enjoyment of working with such
a charismatic and positive group of players throughout
the season.

The squad was lead admirably by Patrick O’Riordan and I
would like to thank him and all the squad for their efforts
during the year and I wish them all the best in their future
careers as they move up through the school and beyond.
I would also like to thank Mr. Preston for all the work he
put into organising our fixture list for the season and all my
coaching colleagues for all their assistance throughout
the season. A very special thank you must go to Mr. Levis.
Mr Levis has given so much to rugby in the school. The
players and I are very fortunate to have had the opportunity
to work with such an excellent coach this season.
PANEL: Jonathon Ottman, Rob Scandrett, Ross Donovan,
Josh Foley, Gavin Smiddy, Andrew Irwin, Rory O’Hara,
Patrick O’Riordan, Jaco Bronckhurst, Eoin Daly, Will
Dunne, Alex Burns, Cormac Phelan, Robert Johnson,
Anthony O’Shea, Kieran Simpson, Robert England, Danny
Murphy, Peter Matthews, Brandon McEvoy, Christian
Lynch, Jack Tierney, Josh Beamish, Alex Deane, Miseal
O’Brien, Robert Scandrett, Jack McGauran, Sam Mitchell,
Rory Walsh, Julian Power, Jack Ryan, Adam Dwane.
K.S.

U15 Rugby

Back L-R: Mr. Gill, Mr. Cashman, J. Tierney, F. Summers, M. Humphreys, A. Deane, D. Murphy, P. Power, S. Kearns, A. Burke, B. McAvoy,
M. Moloney, C. Hall, Mr. Thompson. Middle Row L-R: A. Sheehy, L. Farrell, J. Hennigan, J. Power, E. Daly, R. England, C. Kiy
Front Row: L-R: A. Hoban, J. Ryan, R. Walsh, B O’Farrell, T. Tierney. O. Norton.

Having enjoyed a very impressive start to their Midleton
College rugby careers at U.14 level this group of
players continued to develop in a very positive manner.
Approaching training with a good attitude,and showing
a keen level of competitiveness in matches, they were a
squad who were always a pleasure to work with.
Results across the season were pleasing and several stand
out performances deserve special mention. Bandon were
beaten home and away but it was the victory achieved on
the road that said most about the spirit in the squad. It’s
never easy to come home from Bandon with a victory in
the bag and this game was no different. Despite playing
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some exciting, attacking rugby it was the mental strength
of the players that made the ultimate difference. It›s a
characteristic that the squad has displayed on several
occasions and it is one that, I hope, will see them mount a
real challenge for honours in the years ahead.
Another victory on our travels came in Waterford where
Newtown were well beaten. Arguably that day saw us
play some of our best rugby of the season, particularly in
the backs where the combination of pace and skills was
very effective. Our lowest point came in a heavy defeat
at the hands of PBC who punished us for every mistake
we made and used their strong physical advantage to

great effect. The frustrations of that day helped spur the
players on to greater efforts in training and we were the
ones running in try after try when we entertained CBC and
ran out comfortable winners.

consistency and composure where it was most needed.
As captain, Julian Power was outstanding. His attitude in
training and matches was exemplary and he performed
admirably in several positions.

Overall it was a successful season which saw the squad
develop in terms of both skill sets and character. In the
pack our level of organisation and physicality continued
to progress and several stand-out performers had very
impressive seasons. In the front row Muiris Moloney was
an ever-present at training and produced a consistently
high standard of performance in matches. Rob England
showed signs of great potential in the back row with a
combination of speed, strength and decent technical
ability. Joe Hennigan was an eager ball carrier, as was
Stephen Kearns who scored a number of important tries.

The squad has undoubted potential which I hope, and
believe, they will go on to fulfil. The key to future success
will be their desire to improve and develop individually
and collectively. Players like Brian O’Farrell and Padraig
Power proved that great improvements can be made over
a season as they trained hard and reaped the rewards
in later matches. If the squad continues to display such
an appetite to improve then they should go on to achieve
great things.

The back line was weakened at times by the absence
of Rory Walsh and Jack Ryan who were called up into
the JCT squad. Replacing two players of their ability
was difficult but those called upon stepped up manfully.
Tim Tierney was an ever-present at scrum half and gave

PANEL: L. Farrell, M. Moloney, A. Sheehy, J. Spreadborough,
F. Summers, T. Brooks, A. Hoban, O. Norton, B. O’Farrell,
P.Power, T.Tierney, A. Burke, R. England, C. Fuchs, C. Hall,
J.Hennigan (V-Capt.), M.Humphreys, S.Kearns, D.Murphy,
J.Power (Capt.), J.Ryan, R.Walsh.
P.C.

U14 Rugby

Back Row L-R: Mr. Mr. McGuckin, J. Cremin-Memhet, A. Ford, I. O’Sullivan-Hourihan, N. Daly, C. Hall, A. Sheehy, G. Hosford,
C. Keating, J. Kowalski, N. Quill, C. Eng, Mr Thompson. Middle Row L-R: J. Tinne, F. Sheridan, P. Power, R. Stafford, B. Kenneally,
F. Tindall, C. McGregor. Front Row L-R: M. Humphreys, B. O’Farrell, C. Kiy, T. Tierney, L. Farrell.

The Under -14s were a great little team with big hearts
and lots of commitment. It was a year of challenges but
no matter what was thrown at them they never gave up or
got downhearted.
The squad was 19 players strong. They always made
training and trained hard. I enjoyed training them. No,
we did not win many games, but the three we did win we
never forgot.
Some of the scores did not reflect our commitment and
the discipline with which we trained. Others were close
matches but the bounce of the ball did not go our way.

Results of note:
Newtown

Lost

31-21

WATERPARK

WON

26 -5

Bandon

Lost

8-0

Bandon

Lost

17-0

Newtown

Lost

12-5

BANDON

WON

12-5

NEWTOWN

WON

10-7

Glenstal

Lost

30-12

Newtown

Lost

22-10
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It was the 26th of October. Waterpark were coming
to town. We were on a small losing streak but always
confident that our first win was just around the corner.
The sun was shining, no wind to talk of and the pitch was
in excellent order. The team was chomping at the bit to
walk onto the paddock.
They were lead out by Jack Cremin-Memhet and Robbie
Stafford. These were the two main leaders in the pack.
They took turns during the year to Captain the team. In
the eyes of the team we always had two players who led
from the front, tackled hard and played a good standard
of rugby. Half time came and we were leading! We
had scored two of the best tries ever seen in rugby in
Ireland. The half time score was 12-0 as we had kicked
a conversion as well. The second half saw us bully them
up front and the backs were playing like the Fijian Sevens
team. We ran in three more tries and we converted two of
them. The final score was 26 – 5. This was the start of our
winning streak.

towels, so after the game 16 players put their uniforms
back on without showering! A problem that was rectified
in our next away match!
Overall, the squad displayed strength of character and
the courage to face stronger teams without becoming
despondent. I believe that it is these traits that make
an athlete and I was happy to play a small part in their
development as rugby players.
The Squad: J Cremin-Mehmet, N Daly, G Hosford, C
Keating, B Kenneally, J Kowalski, C Lynch, K McGregor, P
O’Shea, E Perea, N Quill, E Scully, F Sheridan, R Stafford,
F Tindall, J Tinne, C Wolfe, D Wright, I O’Sullivan-Hourihan
M.R.M

Unfortunately, we lost the next three games, but on the
12th of Jan 2012 Bandon were finally defeated with a
score line of 12 -5. We backed this up with a defeat of
our archrivals from Waterford: Newtown. We had lost
two games to them but only just. Today the 25th Jan we
destroyed them with a score line of 10-7.
The transition from senior rugby to junior rugby was made
easier by the fact this team was enjoyable to coach. The
main thing I learnt from the year is as a coach you must
take nothing for granted. On our first game, it was a blitz
in Bandon Grammar. I thought I had covered every base,
defib, medical bag, water bottles, 19 players on the bus
there and back, two rugby balls, the bus, early lunch done
but the one thing I forgot was to remind them to bring

Members of the Senior Rugby team in action during the year.

Senior Girls Hockey (1sts)

Back Row: L-R: Mr. Seale, A. Axson, C. Walshe, R. Hornibrook, H. Durrant, C. Thomas, S A Quill, T. Waite, R. Lynch, J. Knoblauch,
S. Smyth, K. Matthews, Mr. Thompson. Front Row: L-R: F. Power, J. Griffin, P. Wolfe, R. O’ Callaghan (capt), R. Johnston, S. James.
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The Senior squad played a total of 10 matches at Senior B
level and 1 at A level. The season started with a friendly
against Kilkenny College resulting in a 4 – 0 win with goals
from Fi Power 1, T. Waite 2, and Robyn Lynch 1. We started
our league campaign against Sacred Heart Clonakilty at
home resulting in a 2 – 1 win with goals from T Waite and
Fi Power. We moved on to play Bandon Grammar A in a
friendly losing to a 4 – 0 score line.
Interprovincial time we were represented well with
Pamela Wolfe on the Munster U18 and Sinead James &
Angel Axson on the Munster U 16. All 3 received an Irish
trial. Unfortunately we lost Pamela Wolfe for the season
due to injury and she also missed her Irish trial.
We moved on to play St Angela’s in the league losing 4 – 2
with goals from Rachel Hornibrook and Fi Power. Our last
match was against Loreto Fermoy in the league which we
lost 4 – 0 although we were missing 3 key players due to
injury. It was time for a well- earned Christmas break.

to all on your excellent results it just proves it’s good to
mix the academic commitments with sport.
Lastly thank you to Liz Clifford and Catriona Hassey for
umpiring during the season and best of luck to Mr Andrew
Levis, the newly appointed senior girl’s coach.
PANEL: A Axson, R O’Callaghan (capt), E Wolfe,
E Humphreys, J Knoblauch, R Johnston, J Griffin, P Wolfe,
H Durant, F, Power, R Hornibrook, R Lynch, K Matthews,
S Smyth, A Finn, C Walsh, S James, T Waite, J Walsh,
S A Quill.
C. S.

GIRLS HOCKEY REPRESENTATIVE HONOURS

After Christmas we played Regina Mundy in the league in
Garryduff losing 3 – 2 we then played Ashton losing 2 – 1
in the league also.
The Senior B Cup competition was our next match and we
were drawn against Ashton at home. After a very close
game we came out losing 2 – 1 having had a few chances
to equalise.
Overall the results for the season were not good but it is
a team in transition. With many players out with injuries
other players had to play out of position.
The team was captained by Ruth O’Callaghan and Jess
Griffin (vice-captain), they worked hard all season. 11
players from our panel were in exam classes. Well done

Senior Girls Hockey Interpros:
L-R: Mr. Seale, A. Axson, P. Wolfe, S. James, Mr. Thompson.

Senior 2nd Girls Hockey

Back Row: L-R: Ms. O’ Mahony, E. Von Spee, R. Kennedy, S A Quill, A. Hackett, R. Lynch, K. McCarthy, Mr. Thompson.
Front Row: L-R: C. Thomas, S. Poynton, H. Durrant, L. Von Oldershausen, J. Walsh.
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U16 Girls Hockey

Back Row:L-R: Ms. Cotter, L. O’Shea, R. Provan-Bessell, L. Kenneally, K. Fleming, E. Ryall, R. Drennan, S. Stronach, Mr. Thompson.
Front Row: L-R: D-B Gibbons, J. Rumley, C. Walsh, A. Axson, S. James, K. Browne, E. Bourke.

This was a very enjoyable year of hockey with a very
enthusiastic group of girls, never short on a bit of gossip or
chat! It was a hectic year of matches, with plenty of league
matches and friendlies to keep us going all throughout
the year. Our league competition started well, with wins
against UCB, Christ the King and Colaiste Muire, Cobh
with goals in matches coming from Daisy-Beth Gibbons,
Janet Rumley, Sinead James, Kerry Browne and Lisa
Kenneally. Our only loss in the league was against Loreto
Fermoy, where despite a spirited performance, with Angel
Axson playing particularly well in goal, we went down
1-0. And so on to the cup, an away draw to Ursulines
Blackrock is never an easy task, especially when we
were missing Sinead James and Sonia Stronach from
our starting team. We got off to a slow start, conceded an
early goal, and never managed to get back into the match.

Once again, Angel had a fantastic game, pulling off some
outstanding saves, but we still ended up on the wrong
end of a 3-0 scoreline. This was a disappointing finish
to the competitive season, considering we had played
so well throughout, but just couldn’t get into our usual
positive stride on the day. I wish all the girls well in their
future hockey playing careers and hope they continue to
improve and enjoy their hockey. Congratulations to Angel
Axson and Sinead James who played on the u16 Munster
Interpro team last year.
PANEL: A Axson (C), E Ryall, S Stronach, R ProvanBessell, R Drennan, L Martin-Murphy, C Walsh, K Browne,
J Rumley, S James, D-B Gibbons, L Kenneally, E Bourke, K
Fleming, A Cronin, S O’Keefe, S Keating

U15 Girls Hockey

Back Row L-R: Mr. O’Reilly, L. MacMonagle, E. Brennan, K. Sweetnam, A. Aldous, A.Hevers, R. Thomas, E. Compton, J. Hindel, S.
O’Mahony, Mr. Thompson. Front Row L-R: A. Dunne, A. Whyte, M. O’Leary, R. O’Sullivan, B. Archer, K. Archer.
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L.C.

Last year we were coached by Mr Feargal O’Reilly, and
a different captain was chosen for every match. We
played a number of friendly matches, the first being up in
Waterford against Kilkenny College. We played well and
scored during the second half, recording a 1-0 victory.
We were soon successful again against St Aloysius from
Carrigtwohill.
But the good luck was not to last, and although we fought
hard and worked as a team, we lost our first league match

to Bandon Grammar, 0-1. Later we played Ashton, Villiers
and Regina Mundi, but we were not victorious.
Soon, however, we returned to Bandon Grammar for a
second match. We were strong and never gave up, and
despite the heat, we came through with a 1-0 win.
Overall, we learnt how to act as a team, to support each
other and to carry on to the end. Well done girls!
K. Archer (Form III).

U14 Girls Hockey

Back Row: L-R: Ms. Cotter, J. Martin- Murphy, L. Byron, I. Morgan, H. Wolfe, S. Daunt, M. Kingston, T. Dallas, C. Hall, Mr. Thompson.
Middle Row: L-R: S. Deane, N. Moore, A. Chambers, S. Johnston, E. Marley.
Front Row: L-R: A. Burns, K. Ottman, R. O’ Halloran, G. Smith.

The 2011/12 U14 girls hockey team were a very positive
group of players. Throughout the season they played
with great commitment and enthusiasm. The side was
captained by Amy Chambers and she led by example in
each game whether in defence or attack. In goal
Sarah Daunt showed great ability and guarded the net
with care in each game. In defence Charlotte Hall, Ava
Burns, Isabelle Morgan, Juliet Martin-Murphy and Amy
worked very hard each day with their excellent tackling
and strong work ethic whilst our mid-field of Tiffany
Dallas, Keziah Ottman, Sarah Murphy and Eimear Marley
put huge pressure on the opposition working tirelessly
throughout each game. Our forwards, Sarah Deane,
Julie Ryall, Maeve Kingston, Laura O’Riordan, Roisin

O’ Halloran and Fiona Quinn all played vital roles in our
games during the year. Maeve, Julie and Amy were our
main goal scorers throughout the season and excelled in
front of goal. We had a tough league campaign, victorious
on a few occasions and unfortunately lost out in the first
round of the Cup competition. Some of our players were
complete beginners and made huge progress throughout
the year. Thank you to all the girls. I wish you well in the
U15 and Junior teams for the year ahead.
PANEL: S. Daunt, C. Hall, A. Burns, I. Morgan, J. MartinMurphy, A. Chambers (capt.), T. Dallas, K. Ottman, S.
Murphy, E. Marley, S. Deane, J. Ryall, M. Kingston, L. O’
Riordan, R O’ Halloran, F. Quinn, H. Wolfe.
O.C.
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Senior Boys Hockey

Back Row L-R: Mr. Leopold, A. McGregor, Max Von derheit, J. McEvoy, L. Hevers, D. Moore, D. Stead, M. Hornibrook, Mr. Thompson.
Middle Row L-R: A. Burns, A. Simonin, G. Chambers, Andrew Colton, Adam Colton, S. O’Sullivan, N. Hodson.
Front Row L-R: A. Deane, R. Johnston, J. Ryan, O. Chambers.

A season of mixed fortunes and emotions is the most
appropriate summation of the senior boys’ hockey
season. A tremendous, high octane performance in
the Irish Schools’ Tournament in October and a bitterly
disappointing team performance in the cup final played
in May. It has been a trend over the last two seasons for
the team to peak during the IST but then fail to reproduce
those performance levels later on in the season.
In the IST we were drawn in a group containing RBAI,
Banbridge Academy and St Columbus College. This year
we were delighted to host as one of the centres for the
tournament in Midleton. A marquee was erected for
refreshments and the school was a hive of activity for two
days, hosting teams and parents from all over the island.
As a consequence, we were scheduled to play two of our
matches in Midleton. Our first match was against RBAI
from Belfast. Playing a high paced game in front of a large
crowd we stormed into a 3 nil lead, with two goals from
penalty corners by Andrew Colton and another from Greg
Chambers. We then proceeded to give away two soft goals
in the second half, but hung on for a fine win. Our second
match, at 9.30 on the Thursday morning’ pitted us against
Banbridge Academy, the holders and eventual winners of
the tournament. These games tend to be nerve-wracking
occasions as one is never certain how they will unfold. It
can either result in a great performance or a humiliating
hammering. Fortunately it was very much the former
rather than the latter. In the first half we pressurised
our illustrious opponents and created three very good
goal-scoring chances but sadly converted none. The
inevitable happened, Banbridge went in front from a
short corner. To the teams’ credit we battled back and
obtained parity with a fine drag flick from a short corner
by Andrew Colton. In the last seconds Banbridge were
awarded a penalty corner, with the final whistle sounded
the drag flick found its target and we were devastatingly
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left to ponder what might have been. Our final match saw
a very tired group of players draw one goal each with St
Columbas in a game where it appeared we could not buy
a goal.
In retrospect, the team could be very proud of their
endeavours against such large schools as RBAI and
especially Banbridge, the latter, are something of an
institution in Irish schools’ hockey.
The Senior Cup campaign was a disappointment. Having
accounted for Villiers School comfortably, in Midleton,
at the end of January, the final did not take place until
May. This was a farcical situation for a side containing
seven Leaving Certificate students whose minds were, or
should have been, on more important matters. On the day
we were well beaten by a very good Ashton side by five
goals to two. We probably produced one of the worst firsthalf performances that I can recall. The unpredictability
of sport is what makes it wonderful and frustrating at
the same time. Malfunctioning at mid-field, Alex Burns
the exception, we panicked and were overwhelmed in
defence conceding some very soft goals, to trail four
nil at half-time. Devastated and facing humiliation, we
regrouped and showed our strength of character by
gaining some respectability in the second-half with goals
from David Stead and Alex Simonin. As a bard once said
“Fame has to be won but pride must never be lost”.
Daniel Moore had a very good year in goal producing some
very fine saves both for the school team and at provincial
level with Munster U18. His performance during the
Interprovincials showed how he is learning, as a goalkeeper,
to treat both triumph and disaster just the same.
In defence, Owen Chambers at right-back developed
into a very good player. His awareness when passing,
combined with his terrier like determination in defence,

made life difficult for many opposing forwards. At centreback Adam Colton and Stuart O’Sullivan were solid and
experienced campaigners, while John McEvoy on the left
side stood up to the plate and developed his defensive
qualities during the season.
In Mid-field Alex Burns, Ned Hodson, Andrew Colton
and Alex Simonin were skilful, powerful and pacy. Alex
Burns, a very skilful player, is destined for more success
at provincial and international level. Ned’s energy,
physicality and speed were great assets. Andrew,
captained the side, and led by example, displaying power
and determination. He scored many vital goals from dragflicks at short-corners, a skill he practised assiduously
after training every week. Alex Simonin performed
consistently throughout the season and managed to
manoeuvre himself into some good goal scoring positions.
Up front Greg Chambers, our player of the year, led the
line exceptionally well. His superb fitness and ability to
hold the ball were absolutely vital to the system we were
employing. Greg scored some fine goals and produced the
pass of the year against Banbridge, by throwing a gentle
overhead on the run beyond a square and static defence,
unfortunately we were unable to convert the opportunity
created by such superb vision and execution. Marc
Hornibrook, with his exceptional speed, caused problems
for many teams. Better option taking when releasing
the final pass would have led to a greater return from
his endeavour. David Stead displayed some very good
cameos of skill and netted some fine goals. Luke Hevers
was a quick and robust central defender, while Andrew
McGregor displayed subtley and intelligence both as a midfielder and a right-back. Alex Deane developed into a very
useful defender. Determined and courageous, he could
fill in at left or centre back. Alex deservedly represented
Munster at U16 level. Ordhan Brennan facilitated us with
goalkeeping cover during the IST which was very much
appreciated, while U16 goalkeeper, Jack Ryan improved
so much that he became the Munster number one and was
awarded an Irish trial. Max von Heidt made some impact
off the bench, but tended to be more of an individual rather
than a team player.
This is my thirty first and last time writing the senior
hockey notes for the magazine. I had a great journey
and enjoyed every minute of my time. I wouldn’t have
swapped the Midleton dressing room for any other. It was
a pleasure to work and experience the highs and lows
of sport in different parts of the country with such a fine
group of young men. I thank them all for their commitment
and loyalty over the years. I am also grateful to the
parents who fetched and carried players for Sunday night
trainings and for their support in everything we tried to
achieve. A sincere thanks to my colleagues: Mary Power
for all her work as coach, umpire and especially her
support when we journeyed laboriously, week in week
out, to Harlequin Park for astroturf practice; to Clive Seale
for his unwavering loyalty and superb organising skills. In
many ways he is the unsung hero of Midleton hockey.
It is Clive who organises mini-hockey on a Saturday
morning and coaches youngsters in St. John the Baptist
NS, ensuring a supply of hockey stars for the future; to

Liz Clifford and Caitriona Hassey, our latest successful
lady umpires, for officiating at so many of our matches:
to my rugby colleagues, in particular Martin Preston,
for his cooperation and understanding with fixtures and
personnel; to Rory Graham, our chef, and Paula Stead our
nurse, for culinary and medical support respectively; lastly
to the Headmaster, Simon Thompson, for his unswerving
help and support since his arrival in the school.
SENIOR PANEL: D. Moore, O. Brennan, J. Ryan, O.
Chambers, Ad. Colton, S.O’Sullivan, J. McEvoy, A.Burns,
A, Colton,[capt], N.Hodson, A. Simonin, G. Chambers, M.
Hornibrook, D. Stead, A. Deane, A.McGregor, L. Hevers,
M. von Heidt.
I.L.

REPRESENTATIVE HONOURS

U-16 Irish International Rep.
L-R: Mr. Seale, A. Burns, Mr. Thompson.

REPRESENTATIVE HONOURS

U-16 Munster Interpros. L-R: Mr. Seale, J. Ryan, A. Deane, R.
Johnston, A. Burns, Mr. Thompson.

REPRESENTATIVE HONOURS

Senior Hockey Interpros. L-R: D. Moore, A. Simonin, A. Colton, M.
Hornibrook, Mr. Thompson.
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1981/1982
1982/1983
1983/1984
1984/1985
1985/1986
1986/1987
1987/1988
1988/1989
1989/1990
1990/1991
1991/1992
1992/ 1993
1993/1994
1994/1995
1995/1996
1996/1997

MIDLETON COLLEGE SENIOR HOCKEY CAPTAINS 1980 TO 2012
Peter Good
1997/1998
Ian Wynne
Patrick Jones
1998/1999
Ross Nolan
Redmond Kelly
1999/ 2000 Stuart Childs
Richard Daly
2000/2001
Richard Murphy
Peter Kelly
2001/2002
John Devaney
Michael Cunnane
2002/2003
Andrew Levis
Ruadhri Guilfoyle
2003/2004
Jeffery Hitchmough
Alan [Pop] Bryan
2004/2005
Jeffery Hitchmough
Steven Wynne
2005/2006
Joe Deane
Derek Hales
2006/2007
Craig Moore
David Holmes
2007/2008
Emmet Long
Ollie Daly
2008/2009
Alistair Murphy
Niall Grainger
2009/2010
Adam O’Callaghan
Cecil Millar
2010/2011
Nicholas Burns
Roger Hume
2011/2012
Andrew Colton
Dan Mackey

I.L.

U16A Boys Hockey

Back Row: L-R: Mr. Seale, Mr. Nugent, E. Daly, O. Chambers, J. Ryan, P. O’ Riordan, E. Doyle, K. Simpson, M. Murray, D. Moore,
Mr. Thompson. Middle Row: L-R: P. Kingston, L. Hevers, R. Johnston, A. Burns, A. McGregor, A. Deane.
Front Row: L-R: E. Hayes, B. McEvoy.

This season we played 5 matches winning 3 and losing
2. We started off the season with a friendly against the
Munster U16 girls winning 4 – 0 with goals from R Johnston
1, E Hayes 2 and a McGregor 1 after which we played
Kilkenny College in a friendly resulting in a 6 – 0 win with
goals from E Doyle 2, E Hayes 1, R Johnston 1, D wood 1,
P O’Riordan 1. We then played Banbridge Academy at
home while they were on a December tour which was our
best game with goals from Alex Burns and Rob Johnston.
Our season was very broken as players were involved in
Senior A and U 14 A matches also.
With the Cup semi-final to be played we travelled to
Ashton School resulting in a 4 – 2 loss with goals from A
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Burns and A McGregor. After that we lost 2 – 0 to Bandon
Grammar in the league, they went on to win the U16A Cup.
May I thank all of the players who trained during the
season and well done to Rob Johnston, Alex Burns, Alex
Deane and Jack Ryan who played on the Munster U16
Boys team and to Alex burns who played on Irish U16
Boys team.
Thank you also to Liz Clifford and Catriona Hassey for
umpiring during the season.
Lastly what can we say only Best of Luck to Ivan Leopold
who has retired from hockey coaching, as has Mary
Power. They have brought hockey at Midleton College to

an extremely high standard over the last 30 years. On a
personal note from me and past pupils to Ivan, two things;
‘there’s no I in team’ and ‘right lads starting from the
back!!’ Enjoy the retirement.

A Deane, C O’Sullivan, O Chambers, R Johnston, A Burns,
A McGregor (capt), E Doyle, W Dunne, E Daly, E Hayes,
D Wood, P O’Riordan, I Keating, K Simpson, A Sheehy, D
Murphy, C Phelan.

PANEL: D Moore, L Finnerty, J Ryan, P Kingston, L Hevers,

C.S.

U16B Boys Hockey

Back Row: L-R: Mr. Seale, Mr. Nugent, C. Clarke, M. Murray, C.Lynch, D. Murphy, A. Dwane, I. Matthews, A. Sheehy, Mr. Thompson.
Front Row L-R: E. Hayes, B. McAvoy, P. O’Riordan, C. McPadden, K. Simpson, C. O’Sullivan.

U15 Boys Hockey

Back Row: L-R: Ms. Hassey, J. Ryan, J. Winckworth, S. Kearns, J. Hennigan,D. Murphy, R. England, M. Moloney, P. Punch,
Mr. Thompson. Middle Row L-R: R. O’Callaghan, C. Hall, A. Sheehy, F. Roche, J. Power, O. Norton.
Front Row L-R: I. O’Sullivan-Hourihan, C. McGregor, N. Daly.

We had a poor start to the season as players, while
showing good individual skill, we found it difficult to adapt
to the demands of team work. We had two early defeats
at the hands of a strong Bandon team (4-0 and 5-0) and a
draw against Newtown (1-1: Julian Power). At B level the

shoe was on the other foot as we defeated Bandon 6-0,
with a hat-trick being scored by Jack Winckworth, the
other goals were scored by Julian Power, Odhrán Dignam
and Fergal Roche.
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It was difficult to get matches against our usual
competitors due to the normal constraints of weather and
differing exam periods within the schools. However plenty
of enthusiasm was shown for hockey in all its various
guises including one particularly memorable match in
Kilkenny where the pitch resembled a paddling pool.
The team visited Kilkenny three times in all, recording
three victories: (4-0: Joe Hennigan (2), Julian Power,
Jack Winckworth), (3-2: Jack Winckworth (2), Rob
O’Callaghan), (3-0: Fergal Roche (2), Rob O’Callaghan).
Our work rate had improved towards the end of the season
and a memorable cup game was played on home ground
versus Bandon. The goal of the season was knocked in
by Rob O’Callaghan in the opening minute, showcasing
what we had been trying to achieve all season, a passing
game! It was a hard fought game which we unfortunately

went on to lose 2-1 to the eventual cup winners.
I would like to thank the squad for their efforts throughout
the season. Alan Sheehy captained the squad, assisted by
vice-captain Jack Ryan, both players consistently led by
example, working tirelessly on the pitch. Congratulations
to Jack Ryan who went on to represent Munster as
goalkeeper at the U-16 Interprovincial tournament, had
trials for the Irish U-16 team, and was awarded Munster
U-16 Male Player of the Year.
PANEL: J. Ryan (Vice-Capt), C. Hall, O. Norton,
McGregor, M. Moloney, J. Power, A. Sheehy (Capt.),
Murphy, R. O’ Callaghan, J. Winckworth, F. Roche,
Hennigan, Z. O’Sullivan-Hourihan, N. Daly, P. Punch,
England, S. Kearns, C. Brouder, O. Dignam.

C.
D.
J.
R.

C.H.

1st Year Boys Hockey

Back row L-R: Ms. Twomey, D. Kelly, C. McGregor, D. White, G. Hosford, C. Keating, C. Eng, A. O’Mahony, B. O’Callaghan, A. Morris,
Mr. Thompson. Front Row l-r: O. McIlreavy, J. Cremin-Memhet, I O’Sullivan-Hourihan, N. Daly, S. Emerson, J. Byron.
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First Year hockey always proves to be a lively affair,
this year there were 23 players all vying for attention.
An eager group who were dedicated to training from
the outset. Many had never played hockey before and
their more experienced team mates were always happy
to encourage and help the novices. The season began
with a 7 aside Blitz which allowed all of the players to
have experience of playing matches. This was held in
Bandon Grammar School. It was an enjoyable day with
some great performances from Zac O’ Sullivan-Hourihan,
Ciaran McGregor & Charles Eng. The performance of all
the player improved as they day went on. We had 3 teams
participating and one of the teams came 3rd out of 15
teams in total.

Kilkenny at home, Bandon away, Bandon at home and
Villiers at home. The game against Villiers was victorious
winning 1-0.

The team began to play full matches with Ciaran McGregor
as Captain. We played Ashton at home, Newtown away,

M.T.

I would like to thank all those involved for their participation
throughout the year and I wish all the players success in
their future hockey careers. An enjoyable season for all
concerned.
PANEL: C. McGregor, J. Byron, J. Cremin-Mehmet,
N. Daly, B. Kenneally, Z. O’Sullivan-Hourihan, E. Scully,
F. Sheridan,O. McIlreavy, B. O’Callaghan, A. O’Mahony,
C. Wolfe, D. Wright, S. Emerson, C. Eng, A. Forde, G. Hosford,
C. Keating, D. Kelly, C. Lynch, A. Morris, L. O’Sullivan,
F. Tindall, J. Tinne.

Girls Soccer

Back Row L-R: Mr. O’Neill, Mr. O’Reilly, A. Finn, J. Ryall, L. O’Shea, S. Murphy, S. O’Keefe, M. Colas, F. Pavzavechia, H. Greaves,
Mr. Thompson. Front Row L-R: L. Hilfiker-Thomas, E. Marley, S. Daunt, A. Axson, A. Chambers, B. Pages, P. Igos.

Last year saw Midleton College compete at both junior
and senior level in the Cork schoolgirls league. Our junior
girls had a particularly impressive campaign reaching the
league semi final before being eliminated by Colaiste na
Toirbhirte of Bandon.Along the way we recorded some
fine results including a 5-1 home victory against St Mary’s
of Mallow and a 5-1 away win against St Fanahans of
Mitchelstown. Crucial to our success last year was
Patricia Igos whose two goals in games like our 2-1 away
win to Clonakilty Community College proved vital in our
continuing development.
Our senior side also enjoyed a few notable victories in
their campaign, 5-1 at home to St Brogans of Bandon,
8-0 at home to St Fanahans of Mitchelstown and only just
missed out on reaching the latter stages of their league
competition finally going down to Carrigaline Community
College on a 6-2 scoreline.

Whilst all our players played a positive role in our progress
last year particular mention must go to the goal scoring
feats of Lydia Daly and Alannah Finn and the drive and
determination of our junior captain Angel Axson
This autumn also sees us competing in the first year Fai
futsal competition for the first time. On October 11th we
travelled to Nagle College for the Cork qualifying round
and came away as group winners following a 3-0 win
against St Mary’s of Mallow, a 2-0 win against Colaiste
Mhuire, Blarney and a 4-0 win against Nagle College. The
side is captained by Charley Moore and helped in no little
way by her goal scoring prowess and that of Laura O’
Keeffe. The Cork finals await us on November 15th.
Many thanks to all who assisted us last year especially
our coaches Mr. O’Reilly, Ms. Kelleher and more recently
Mr. Nugent.
K. O’N.

Girls Soccer

Back Row L-R: Mr. O’Neill, Mr. O’Reilly, A. Finn, C. Thomas, S. James, H. Greaves, P. Igos, S. O’Keefe, F. Panzavecchia, R. Thomas,
Mr. Thompson. Front Row L-R; S. Deane, C. Hall, A. Axson, S. Murphy, B. Pages, E. Compton, L. Hilfiker- Thomas.
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We started off the year with some very worthwhile
showjumping lessons at Ballyrafter prior to the Interschools competition in January. We had two teams
and both competed to a high standard and were
well placed, one team coming 7th overall. Niamh
McCormack went on to win the competition outright
with an excellent double clear round. The students
who competed were Jackie Feehely, Sam Lynch,
Robbie Steele, Niamh McCormack, Kate Fleming,
Kerry Browne and Robert Stafford.

Equestrian

Our next outing was Hunter Trials in Ballinaclough
Tramore Co Waterford. In total six students competed
in what was a challenging course, they were Frazer
Brown, Robbie Steele, Kate Fleming, Kerry Browne,
Clara Roch Perks and Robert Stafford.
For the Inter-schools in Maryville we had a team of
Robbie Steele, Jackie Feehely, Simon McCarthy and
Kate Fleming. After some excellent clear rounds they
went on to be placed 3rd in the competition.

Back Row L-R: Mrs. Stead, F. Browne, S. McCarthy, S. Lynch.

In addition to competing for the school, students are Front Row L-R: R. Stafford, J. Feehely, K. Browne, K. Fleming, R. Steele
also involved in other competitions and events. Many
congratulations to Gavin Smiddy who was on the
Irish Junior Team who took gold in the European Championships in Eventing. Gavin also took gold at Tattersalls in the
International Eventing Competition on the June bank holiday weekend before he sat his Junior Certificate examination.
Robbie Steele came 6th in the Greyhound League in Ballindensk, while Robert Stafford also claimed a very credible 6th
place at Tattersalls.
As always thank you to parents and guardians for their commitment and support without which we would not be able
to compete.
P.S.

TENNIS 2011 – 2012
This summer term was a very busy time in the world of tennis
in our internal competitions. The competition was played
at three different age groups for both boys and girls. Most
of the competitions were held on a Monday, Wednesday and
Thursday afternoons with some interesting surprises and
assumed certainties. Results of the competitions are as follows:
U14 Girl Winner
Runner up

Charlotte Hall
Isobelle Morgan

U16 Girl Winner
Runner up

Caoimhe Walsh
Sinead James

Senior Girl Winner
Runner up

Tiger Waite
Sally-Anne Quill

U14 Boy Winner
Runner up

Christopher Hall
Joseph Hennigan

U16 boy Winner
Runner up

Peter Matthews
E Daly

Senior Boy Winner
Runner up

R Hurley
Jack Gibbons
C.S.

ORIENTEERING
Orienteering in Midleton College continues to go from
strength to strength, with a high level of achievement
throughout the school in Cork, Munster and Irish
competitions last year. The Cork Schools Championships
were held in Fota Arboretum in November, where we had
individual competition wins in the 2nd /3rd year girls for
Angel Axson, the 1st year girls for Holly Wolfe, the 1st year
boys for Zac O’Sullivan-Hourihan, with Kieran Simpson
and Eoghan Daly finishing 2nd and 3rd respectively in the
2nd /3rd year boys competition. The 2nd /3rd year girls
and 1st year girls also won their respective team events.
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The next big competition was the Munster Schools
Championships, where we had a 1,2,3 of Sinead James,
Angel Axson and Ruth Provan-Bessell in the 2nd /3rd
year girls competition, with Janet Rumley being the
fourth person to make up the winning team in the team
event. Zac O’Sullivan-Hourihan won the 1st year event,
combining with Ciaran McGregor, Adam Ford and Adam
Morris to finish 2nd in the team event. Sarah Murphy,
Holly Wolfe and Sophie Johnston also finished in the top 3
of the 1st year girls event.

The final event of the year was the Irish Championships in
Gougane Barra, in mid-March where there were several
successes once again. The senior boys team, comprising
of Jack Cowhig, Jeffrey Swanton, Michael Murray and
Owen Chambers, and the 2nd /3rd year boys team (Kieran
Simpson, Padraig Power, Eoghan Daly and Cormac
Phelan) both finished second in their team events. The 2nd
/3rd year girls (Angel Axson, Ruth Provan-Bessell, Bryony
Archer and Ally White) and the 1st year boys team (Zac
O’Sullivan-Hourihan, Ciaran McGregor, Adam Morris and
Sean Emerson) both won their events, while the 1st year
girls finished with Sarah Daunt in first, Sophie Johnston
second and Holly Wolfe in third, but unfortunately were
missing a fourth member to win the team event. Zac
completed his clean sweep of wins in the individual event,
2 minutes ahead of his closest rival. Away from school
Zac also became Middle Distance Irish Champion in Inch
after tough competitions on the sand dunes. Well done to
all who competed throughout the year, and best of luck in
your future orienteering endeavours.

27th place in the Sprint and on qualifying for the Long
Distance final at the World Championships in Lausanne,
Switzerland during the Summer. Another past pupil, Josh
O’Sullivan-Hourihan (Class of 2011) represented Ireland
at the Junior World Championships in Slovakia and at the
Senior Home Internationals held in Scotland. An excellent
achievement by both!

We also like to follow the progress of our past pupils.
Well done to Nick Simonin (Class of 2008) on a fantastic

L.C.

Once again, my own personal thanks must go to the
O’Sullivan-Hourihan family- to Zac for always being willing
to go out after his own run to find anyone who may be lost,
to Paul for his expertise in coaching the kids, giving them
direction, talking to them after and giving tips on how
they might improve their next run, and to Rosemarie, who
keeps things running, ordering buses, lunches, arranging
lists and entries into competitions and basically, helps
make my life so much easier in the organisation area.
Without all their efforts we would not achieve the levels
of success we do within the orienteering arena, so a
massive thank you!

Athletics

Athletics continued to be a popular alternative sport
during the summer term last year, with decent numbers
of pupils coming out to trainings, held out at the rugby
pitches. Because it was such a short summer term, the
number of training sessions was quite limited, but we
managed to fit in the Interschools Athletics and our own
internal Schools Championships. The Interschools were
organised by Bandon Grammar in CIT, where a large
number of pupils from senior and junior classes competed
against the usual Bandon, Ashton, Villiers, Newtown and
Kilkenny, for a very enjoyable day of competition.
Our own Schools Championships saw a good number
of participants on a windy, miserable day on the rugby
pitches. Unfortunately on the day it wasn’t possible to

finish the high jump competition due to the windy, wet
conditions, but despite the weather there were still two
records broken. Greg Chambers set a new record in the
senior boys 800m while Fi Power ran a new record time in
the senior girls 200m.
Thanks to all the staff members who helped out with
the running of training sessions and the Schools
Championships over the summer term, and also in
particular to Ray Power, who gave his own time marking
out the running tracks. Well done to all who participated
in school athletics.
L.C.

81

REPRESENTATIVE HONOURS

L-R: M. Murray, J. Cowhig, Mr. Thompson, J. Swanton,
O. Chambers.

REPRESENTATIVE HONOURS

L-R: S. James, A. Axson, Mr. Thompson, R. Provan-Bessell,
J. Rumley.

REPRESENTATIVE HONOURS

L-R: K. Archer, A. Whyte, S. Daunt, Mr. Thompson, H. Wolfe, S. Johnston, B. Archer.

REPRESENTATIVE HONOURS

L-R; P. Power, C. Simpson, E. Daly, B. McEvoy, C. Phelan.
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REPRESENTATIVE HONOURS

L-R; S. Emerson, I. O’ Sullivan-Hourihan, C. McGregor.

Chess

L-R: A. Cowhig, K. Carew, Mr. Hickey, Mr. Thompson, L. Hilfiker-Thomas, P. O’Shea, P. O’ Riordan.

This year we lacked a large supply of senior players and
thus decided not to enter any team in the Champions
League. However we did have an ample number of junior
players and therefore entered two teams in the Novices
Leagues. September to December saw regular training
sessions on Thursday evenings to prepare for the Leagues
which begin in January.
For the Secondary Schools Checkmate League we first
had to play Colaiste an Spioraid Naoimh’s C team but at
least we had home advantage! Our team consisted of
Kevin Carew, Lena Hilfiker-Thomas, Patrick O’Riordan,
(who substituted very well for the absent Adrian Cowhig)
and Paddy O’Shea Paddy O’Shea. The match was played
on February 6th and ended in a 2-2 draw, with Lena and
Patrick winning on boards 2 and 3 respectively.
Our second match in this League took us away to tackle
Charleville C.B.S. A team on March 21st. Our team was the
same except for Adrian now replacing Patrick. This was
fortunate in that he won on board 4 thus giving us a facesaver in a 3-0 loss rather than a 4-0 drubbing. This result
knocked us out of further competition in that League.
We still had hopes of future wins because we had also
entered the ChessZ : Cork Secondary Schools Novices
league. In mid-February we had hosted St. Francis
College, Rochestown and their coach Brother Jeremy,
who garbed in a full habit, aroused much curiousity
amongst passing pupils! Alas, the Lord was not favouring
either side as the result was a 2-2 draw, with Kevin and
Lena winning on boards 1 and 2. Our next match was
away to Bandon Grammar B team in early April. This one
went in our favour and we won 3-1. This could have put us
through to the Novices semi-final but when all the scores
of Table C were totted up we were narrowly knocked out.

All that remained to be played was the internal school
competition in the last term. Following a few rapid
preliminary bouts we came to a junior final between Kevin
Carew and Paddy O’Shea. On the day Kevin won 2-1, with
Paddy a worthy runner-up. The senior matches had some
bite to them and some fine players were eliminated by the
semi-finals. The final saw Billy McCarthy facing off against
Andrew McGregor, to some surprise dark horse Andrew
won 2-1 with Billy a strong runner-up. This concluded our
chess activities for the year, my thanks to all who took
part and especially to those who represented the school
in competition.
B.H.

CRICKET 2011 – 2012
Due to shortness of the Summer term and the
appalling weather, there was no cricket worth
mentioning aside from the following:
Ciaran McGregor was capped by Munster at U13
interprovincial level and Alex Deane was capped by
Munster at U15 interprovincial level.
The longer Summer term in 2013 and the appointment
to the teaching staff of Andrew Levis will, if the
weather is half-decent, see cricket notes return to
the magazine in 2013.
J.D.
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Senior Golf

L-R: N. O’Shea, A. Simonin, Ms. Dennehy, Mr. Thompson, D. Poynton, T. Turkington.

MIDLETON COLLEGE STUDENT GOLF
Numerous golf outings took place during the last school
year. The school summer golf competition took place in
May at East Cork Golf Club. A bus load of students left
the school after lunch and spent the afternoon competing
against each other on the course. Mr. Power, Ms. Guest,
Ms. Power and Ms. Dennehy also played a round, heading
out with a few different groups of students. Andrew
McGregor emerged the winner of this year’s competition.
David Poynton was awarded the school golf award at the

sports day ceremony for his interest in and talent for the
game. The school was represented by both senior and
junior teams at the Munster inter-schools competitions.
Alex Simonin, Thomas Turkington, Ned O’Shea and David
Poynton represented the seniors at East Cork Golf Club
while Misael O’Brien, Ed Hayes and Joe Hennigan played
for the juniors in Bandon. Both teams represented the
school to a very high standard.

Junior Golf

L-R: E. Hayes, M. O’Brien, Mr. Thompson, Ms. Dennehy, J. Hennigan.
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H.D.

MIDLETON COLLEGE GOLF SOCIETY
This season saw healthy numbers at all the events with
the exception of the July outing to Clonmel. July is a month
when many people are away on holidays so numbers
are traditionally low. Only eleven participated this year
which is about half of what we would normally expect at
an event. Overall however it was a pleasing year with 47
different players competing across the six events.
We began the year in Water Rock as usual. We welcomed
some new blood in the form of Alex Simonin and David
Stead from the Leaving Cert. year and the return of some
older blood with Andrew Thompson. While our loyal
members are always cherished it is great to see some of
the founding fathers return to the fold.
Mount Wolseley was a new addition to the calendar. It
proved to be a long and challenging course. The facilities
were excellent and the presentation of prizes in the
evening was reminiscent of days of old with Michael
Daley presiding over unruly students such as Keith. A
great night was had by all and it was decided to return
again next year to attempt to tame the course!
Kinsale was a very windy day with mixed scoring. Play
was slow with long delays on the tees only made bearable
by the delicious Douglas apples supplied to a select few
by Gordon. The wind was not the only talking point of the
day. The yellow tees were unusually placed, on occasion
they were positioned in front of the ladies markers giving
them a longer yardage than the men!

The Player of the Year was won by R.O’Neill.
The Junior Category Player of the Year was won by
G.Jermyn.
No sooner are we finished one season than we are
thinking of the next! The fixtures for the 2013 season are
listed below. Hopefully we will see some new faces in
the new year as well as the familiar ones. If anyone is
interested in participating in events next season but don’t
know how to go about it please contact the College and
ask to speak to Ray Power.
Course
Water Rock
Castlemartyr
Mount Wolseley
Lee Valley
Fota ( Deerpark course)

Date
April 6th
May 18th
June 8th
August 31st
October 5th
R.St.J.P

Eyes on the prize!

Bantry was the final outing of the season. Following a
wet couple of days we were fortunate to get a beautiful
day with clear blue skies even if the underfoot conditions
were soft. As usual the Player of the Year competition
came down to the wire with the members of the final
group fighting it out for the top spot.
The results of the events were as follows.
Water Rock
Castlemartyr
Mount Wolseley
Clonmel
Kinsale
Bantry

1st
A.Simonin
R.O’Neill
R.O’Neill
S.Jermyn
P .Kelly
C.Jermyn

2nd
D.Stead
M.Hegarty
J. Tait
C.Jermyn
I.Leopold
.Leopold

3rd
D.O’Sullivan
D.O’Sullivan
G. Jermyn
L.O’Mahony
L.Guest
G.Jermyn

Ray Power presents R. O’Neill (winner) with the Player of the Year
trophy.
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Midleton College Parent Teacher Association Notes
January, 2012 began with a Study Skills talk for both
students and parents. Mr. Tommy Casserly delivered a very
informative talk on the various approaches to good study
technique and also how we as parents/ guardians can best
support our children in their study especially in exam years.
At the end of January we held a very successful cake sale/
coffee afternoon which included a raffle for two of Monica
Ottman’s legendary cakes and some beautiful handmade
jewellery donated by Barbara Hall. Despite the chilly
weather over a €1,000 was raised, which was used to
purchase three visualizers .These are already proving to be a
wonderful additional resource in the classrooms.
Careers Day 2012 took a new direction this year. Guidance
Counsellor Mariel Twomey with assistance from the PTA
invited 26 professionals to the school to speak with the 4th
and 5th Forms. The feedback from students was extremely
positive. Many thanks to Ms Twomey for the incredible
amount of hard work invested to ensure the success of
the day. It was the first year that 4th and 5th Forms were
together for the event so a new format was followed; each
speaker allotted 10 minutes so students were in turn exposed
to 26 careers in one day. The invited speakers were very
impressed with the students and the College.
Midleton College PTA has strong links with COMPASS
(statutory body representing Parents Associations in
Protestant and Minority Religion Schools at secondary
level) Three members of the committee travelled to Dublin
for the COMPASS AGM .It is a great opportunity to meet
with representatives from other COMPASS affiliated
schools,to exchange ideas and hear about work of other PA/
PTA’s around the country. Nora Irwin and Bronwen Lynch
were both elected onto the Executive.
A PTA handbook has been compiled, it is intended to assist
the current committee and future committees in its work
with guidelines for organising events, review notes, sample
fliers etc.
The PTA through the NPCpp ( National Parents Council
post primary) and backed by UCC and COMPASS ,will
continue campaigning to allow students with special needs
the right of choice to use assistive technology for State
Examinations.
The PTA Social Night was an overwhelming success .Parents
and friends of Midleton College enjoyed an enjoyable
demonstration and feast provided by Rory O’Connell.
Thanks to Rory Graham and his team who made the night
such a memorable event.
On Transition Year Award night special Parent’s Prizes were
awarded to students who made an outstanding contribution
to the year.
The Governors’ Reception is a very special evening which
heralds the end of an era. The 6th Form all looked so mature
and glamorous .Once they left to attend the reception, all
the parents/guardians were invited to a reception of bubbly
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and delicious nibbles in a marquee near the Sunken Garden.
Despite the rain it was a very special evening as parents
socialised and reminisced about their children’s journey
through secondary school.
As always we have been blessed with fine weather on
Sports Day –it is the start of our summer. It is great to watch
the sporting events, visit the PTA Uniform stall, Country
Produce Stall, sample some strawberries, and purchase
plants. The highlight is the hog roast and delicious plate
organised by Rory Graham.
The AGM was held on the 25th September followed by a
talk by Barney Callaghan, Chief Executive at Gaisce – The
President’s Award. The out going committee was thanked
by Mr.Thompson .He especially thanked Bronwen Lynch,
Tracey Wardle and Bernie Browne. They have served on the
PTA for a number of years and have ensured that the PTA is
an integral supportive part of the college
An Information Evening was held on Thursday 15th
November” Cracking the College Code “–Catherine O’
Connor, Educational Consultant. She addressed the senior
cycle students in the afternoon and parents of senior
cycle students in the evening. She was an informative
and entertaining speaker and those who attended were
appreciative of all the invaluable advice imparted.
As the year draws to a close we look forward to the Carol
Service and the Carol Service Reception which heralds the
beginning of the Festive Season. On behalf of the PTA I
would like to thank the teaching staff, the housekeeping staff
,Rory Graham and his team, the office staff and not least,
Mr. Thompson, for their continued support in the work of
the PTA. Working together in support of our children during
their” camino” here at Midleton College.
Happy Christmas, Nollaig Shona daoibh go léir,
Wishing you all a happy, healthy and prosperous 2013
Gráinne Keating,
Chairperson Midleton PTA.
PTA Committee 2012-2013:Gráinne Keating-Chairperson,
Mandy Devlin-Secretary,
Liz Deane - Treasurer, Andy Compton-parent, Deirdre
Cremin-parent, Catherine O’Riordan-parent, Bairbre
Keatinge-parent, Nicola Bessell-parent, Simon ThompsonPrincipal, Niamh Lawlor-teacher, Mariel Twomey-teacher,
Hannah Dennehy-Teacher.

Midleton College Association President’s Report 2012
The year gone by has been particularly eventful, but
not always for the right reasons. It is always difficult to
record the passing of past pupils, but this time around it is
particularly poignant for me. Trevor Levis was only in the
form ahead of me in Midleton College so I remember him
very well. A cheerful and talented pupil, he was a fun guy
to be around. He and Ian Hetherington were particularly
close friends both on and off the rugby pitch. Trevor was
able to perform the duties of head boy with great enthusiasm
and still remain popular within the school at large. It was
a shock therefore to hear of his sudden death in January
of this year. We at the association would like to pass on
our deepest sympathies to his family and particularly to his
brother John, now enjoying his retirement with his wife
Ruth. John Levis continues to take an interest in Midleton
College Association matters but we will have to manage
without his services in distributing the school magazine
which he presided over for many years. I would like to
personally say thank you to John and hope all goes well in
his deserved retirement.
While sitting in Mr. Simon Thompson’s office only a few
weeks ago, a knock on the door signalled the arrival of Dr.
Trevor West, who was coming in for a chat. I knew Trevor
from both his connections with Midleton College and
Trinity College, where he was very involved with the rugby
club. It was a pleasure therefore to share a cup of coffee in
his company and witness the kindness and courtesy shown
by Mr. Thompson to Trevor. His passing less than a week
later was a shock to the wider school community and to the
world of sport and academia. Trevor was quietly spoken,
well informed and good company and will be sadly missed
by many generations of Midleton College staff and past
pupils. We wish his wife Maura Lee well in the months
and years ahead.

College Association committee, I would like to thank our
Headmaster for all his help which included speaking to the
said gathering on the night.
Giving a little back, the association lent a hand to the scrap
metal collection, which is incidentally on-going. Well done
to Niamh Kenny for e-mailing our members and to all who
helped. A special thank you is due to two farmers with
no connection to Midleton College who provided a large
amount of metal. They are Mr. Brian Kingston from Togher
and Mr. Tom O’Riordan of Ballyedmond, Midleton. I
would like to remind readers to get in touch with me or the
school office if they feel they can help with the collection of
metal for such a good cause, namely the building of a sports
hall/conference centre.
I would like at this stage to thank our committee for all
they have done. Niamh Kenny continues to monitor the
database with the help of Rob Chambers. We wish Niamh
well with the impending arrival of her third child. Mrs. K.
Cairns retired from the secretarial position this year and I
personally would like to thank her for all she has done for
the Midleton College Association. Kay’s efficiency helped
keep our meetings structured and to-the-point. Reading
this magazine, you will be aware of the extensive jottings
compiled by Kay. An undertaking I hope she will continue
to perform in the coming years as she has so many contacts
with the past pupils of Midleton College.
I welcome Ms. Chloe Farnham as our new secretary and
wish her well. Chloe also helped co-ordinate the tenyear school leavers with great success Douglas Hall as
our treasurer and Mr. Simon Thompson complete our
committee and I appreciate all their help.
Well done also to Mr. Brian Walsh and Mrs. Sonja Johnston
for their help with the reunion. To all our past pupils I would
like to wish good luck and prosperity in the coming year.

For the last few years, the class reunions in school have
been the focal point of the Midleton College Association
Mr. John Smyth
calendar and this year proved no different. As a matter of
President, M.C.A.
fact, this October’s reunion of four different years proved to
be the biggest turn out of school leavers to date. Over one
hundred and forty people descended on their alma mater
for a wine reception and a meal in the dining
hall. Again, the quality of the food prepared by
Mr. Rory Graham and his staff was outstanding.
A big thank you is also due to Allie Power who
decorated the dining hall and reception area and
helped organise our waiters and waitresses. All
helped the reunion pass off with much success.
Well done also to the past presidents for turning
up and adding a bit of collective wisdom and
nostalgia to the gathering. These included Mr. Bill
Perrott, Mr. Rob Chambers, Mr. Jerry Donovan,
Mr. and Mrs. Victor Rockley, Mr. and Mrs. John
McHugh, Mr. and Mrs. Jack Hornibrook, and
Mr. and Mrs. John West. Mr. Johnathon Fleury
sent his apologies and would dearly like to have
attended. Finally, without Mr. Thompson’s help
10 Year Group (2002). Chloe Farnham, Suzanne Phelan, Zarah Hussain
and
and the use of the school facilities, the night could
Anna Minihan at the drinks reception before dinner.
not have gone ahead; so, on behalf of the Midleton
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REUNION DINNER 2012
Our annual reunion dinner was held on Saturday, 20th
October in the College, and what a wonderful night it was!
We had our largest number ever back for the evening, with
over 100 attending the Dinner. This was a very special and
nostalgic year for me as for the first time all the pupils had
attended the College during my late husband’s tenure as
Headmaster. The classes of 1982, 1987, 1992 and 2002
gathered for drinks in the new Colton Building at 6.30 p.m.,
on a lovely mild evening. There was much reminising and
many photographs taken while enjoying a glass or two of
wine. At 8.00 p.m. we made our way to the Dining Hall
where Rory and the kitchen staff served us an excellent
dinner. This year we had invited back Past Presidents of the
Association and it was good to see many of them present.
There were big crowds back from all the years 30, 25, 20
and 10. Firstly, the 30 year leavers. They were in 6th
Form when my husband took over as Headmaster from
J.W. Smyth. It was lovely to see so many of them again.
SALLY MARTIN over from London and now VicePresident of Commercial Services Shell Global Solutions.
SANDI JOHNSTON, WENDY ENGLAND and YVONNE
SWEETNAM McEVOY.
BRIAN HILL and JAMES LOCKE were over from America
where they now live. DAVID KELLY and PATRICK
JONES were over from Germany. PETER GOOD,
CRAIG MATTHEWS, PETER O’GALLIGAN, PETER
DOBBYN, JOHN SWEETNAM, BEN DEANE, JOHN
HALES, DAVID O’FLYNN, KIERON GUILFOYLE,
PAUL SHEEDY, LOUIS TSU, ARTHUR ENGLAND,
ISABELL SMYTH and SONJA JOHNSTON (nee HALL),
and STEPHANIE POYNTZ all came from various parts of
Ireland and ALAN PERROTT came over from England.
I must say they were all looking well, some had changed
very little, others a little more so – where did the hair go to
Brian?!! As they all only gave me their addresses I have no
idea what most of them are doing workwise!
It was good to welcome back members of the class of 1987,
the 25 year leavers. They too had not changed greatly.
DAVID FRENCH, who was top Leaving Certificate
student in 1987, now lives and works in Poland and has
one son. RUADHRI GUILFOYLE is living and working in
Luxembourg. He is married to Isabelle and they have three

30 year leavers (1982) Sonja Johnston (nee Hall), Sandi
Johnston and friends at the drinks reception before dinner.
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girls. LOUISE O’REILLY (nee WHARTON) was over
from England. RORY McGOVERN came to Midleton in
his final year in order to get the points to do Medicine. This
he achieved and studied Medicine at U.C.C. He told me on
the night that he now specialises in the field of Stroke and
Heart Disease. OLIVE SMYTH is a stay at home mother
with two children and HILDA SPREADBOROUGH (nee
SMYTH) is also married with 2 children. MICHAEL
CUNNINGHAM lives in Whitegate and is married to
Siobhan. They have two boys Neil and Eric. BRIAN
WALSH runs his own business in Ringaskiddy and is
married with 3 children. STEVEN AHERNE is living in
Midleton and is married to Lucy. They have a daughter
Beth. Steven works as a researcher at the Tyndall National
Institute in U.C.C. DAVID MOORE farms in Ballyspillane
and is married to Ann. They have 2 children. ROBERT
DALEY came over from Edinburgh and NORMA DEANE
came up from Skibbereen. NICHOLAS BRADSHAW, a
photographer, lives in Wicklow. GORDON BEAMISH
was down from Dublin and BRIAN DALY still lives and
works in Cobh.
Seventeen of the Class of 1992 returned to their Alma
Mater. They were all looking extremely well and most had
hardly changed in the 20 years since they had left school,
though many are now married with children. ANDREW
NICHOLLS came over from Norway where he lives and
works as a Process/Automation engineer for a company
producing glass fibre pipes. He is married with 2 children.
RACHAEL KOHLER lives in Ballinhassig. She is married
with 2 girls.
NICKY JEFFERSON-BREEN is married and living
in Arklow, Co. Wicklow. She is taking time out as a
Marketing Manager to be a full-time Mum to her two boys.
CLARA O’SULLIVAN (nee O’CALLAGHAN) lives in
Clontarf. She is a solicitor and is married with 2 children.
REBECCA HAUGHTON (MURDOCH) lives in
Carrigrohane. She is married and is a stay at home Mum to
her 3 children. RACHEL McLARNON (nee TOAL) lives
in Maynooth and is married with a baby boy. She works
as a Property Manager. It was wonderful that SARAH
DONOVAN could be at the dinner as she is now living and
working in Darwin as an Anaesthetic Registrar. She says
she is still single and proud of it! She was returning to

“In a Happy Mood”. A group photograph of most of the ten
year leavers (the class of 2002) taken after the dinner.

Australia the following day. ALICIA COLLINS is living in
Carraignavar. She has 3 young boys and works in the Leisure
Centre at the Silversprings Hotel. HUGH VERLING lives
in Conna. He is ‘very single’ and works as an Outdoor
Education Instructor. NATALYA MAYES is a Psychiatric
Nurse. She lives with her partner in Castlemartyr. DIANA
THOMPSON lives in Cork and is married with 2 children.
She works as a Pharmaceutical Graphic Designer. She
gave me a copy of a lovely photograph taken of them all
before their ‘Govs’ night in 1992. VIKI LYNCH lives in
Dungarvan and is married with 3 ‘wild boys’! LOUISE
OSBORNE (nee OWENS) is married to Kevin and they
have one daughter called Georgie. They live in Falmouth,
Devon and Louise works as a Research and Knowledge
Transfer Manager at the University of Exeter. Louise was
Head Girl of the College in her final year at the school.
She made an excellent speech on behalf of the 20 year
leavers after the Dinner. DEBBIE HEGARTY came over
from the U.S.A. for the Dinner where she lives with her
husband Michael in North Carolina. He is a doctor and she
recently gave birth to their 8th child, Amelia. LOUISE
FORREST lives in Rathgar, Dublin where she works as a
Solicitor with the firm Byrne Wallace. She is married with
3 girls. NIAMH KENNY lives in Doneraile. She works as
a Management Consultant and has 2 children and another
‘on the way’. She is a valued member of the M.C.A.
Committee. JOHN MOORE is still living in Aglish and
has three children. ADRIAN ERANGEY is a successful
computer ‘whizz kid’ in London, with his heart in Spanish
Point. He recently got engaged.

ANNA MINIHAN now lives in Glanmire and works as
a supervisor in Model Farm Road Childcare. She has a
gorgeous baby boy, called Charlie, who is 7 months old
and she lives happily with her partner, who is a Corporal

in the Army. NAOMI FARIS is still living at home
in Cork and is working as a TEFL teacher in Cork city.
SUZANNE PHELAN, one of the top Leaving Certificate
students of her year with 500 points, is home after a year
travelling in Australia, Asia and New Zealand. She studied
Pharmaceutical Science at the University of Brighton and
is now manager of a Pharmacy in Cork city. ZARAH
HUSSAIN is moving to the States on a year’s work visa.
She graduated with a culinary arts degree at the end of
October. PETER BROOKES is living in Cork. ‘Supreme’
grocer in Supervalu, Youghal and trying to retire the ‘old
man’!! He is engaged to JACKIE HORNIBROOK and they
are getting married in August 2013. ZARA PATERSON
(nee HORNIBROOK) is married to a Scot. She lives in
Edinburgh and works for an Investment Bank. CHRIS
WEST got married last year to JONI KIRWAN, another
Midleton College romance! Chris works in I.T. for a
software development firm. JONI is working in Customer
Experience Management for Starwood Hotels and
Resort. She has a Masters in Philosophy (M.Phil). KATE
CANNING now lives in Kilmanham, Dublin after living in
Singapore and London. She is doing a Masters in Opera
Performance with the Royal Irish Academy. ELAINE
ROSS was Head Girl in her final year at school and was
the top Leaving Certificate student of her year with 555
points. She is working in Dublin as a physiotherapist
and is going out with a banker – not ‘Anglo’! She said
it was lovely to be back in the College again as she had
such fond memories of her time there and of ‘Boss’. JOHN
DEVANEY lives in Cork and works in U.C.C. As a PostDoc Researcher in Forestry. TONY O’LEARY lives in
Dublin and said that he was glad he had come back for the
occasion. EDWARD RHYS-THOMAS lives in London
and works for ‘Transport for London’. JOHN PHILLIPS
is living and working in his home town of Youghal. He is
Food and Beverage General Manager of the ‘Red Store’.
ALAN O’CONNOR is still single and living in Dublin.
He is working as a Documentation Assistant in the Natural
History Museum, Dublin. COLIN SCANLAN, another
one of the top Leaving Certificate students of his year
with 500 points, is also living and working in Dublin as a
Management Consultant with Accenture. JOHN ROSE as
been living in Greenwich, London since 2007. He works as
a Business Analyst with BNP Paribas – a French Investment
Bank. GILLIAN BREEN is living in London with BRYAN

A group of 30 year leavers (1982) enjoying the evening
including Brian Hill and Sonja Johnston

Sally Martin and Yvonne (Sweetnam) McEvoy, two of the 30
year leavers of 1982 enjoying the drinks reception

Now for the great number of 10 year leavers back for the
evening. It was so good to see them all again. They were
a great bunch and CHLOE FARNHAM did a super job as
coordinator, contacting so many of her class mates and
getting them back for the evening. Chloe is working as a
pharmacy technician in Midleton. She keeps up her singing
and with her beautiful soprano voice is a valued member
of the wonderful Cantemus choir. She has also taken over
from me as Secretary of the M.C. Association where her
bubbly enthusiasm will be greatly appreciated.
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WRIGHT. She is a trained Pastry Chef currently working
in Food P.R. BRYAN is working in Project Management.
MAEVE ENGLAND is living in Melbourne, Australia
and working as a Psychiatric Nurse. Two of our German
students of 2002 also attended the reunion – LUISE
KOSTER is working as a neurologist (MD) in Munich
University Hospital. It was her first time back in Ireland for
almost 10 years. FELICIA RUCKER is an International
Business Administrator (order management) at Hewlett
Packard (hp) Espanol in Barcelona. RUTH HACKETT
and ANDREW O’BRIEN were also back for the occasion.
After the very excellent dinner, speeches were made by
the Principal, by the President of the M.C.A. John Smyth
and myself. David O’Flynn spoke on behalf of the 30 year
leavers. Louise Owens on behalf of the 20 year leavers
and Ruth Hackett spoke on behalf of the 10 year leavers. I
spoke nostalgically of the last 30 years and of the various
important happenings, such as the Tercentenary in 1996 and
the new additions to the College during that time. I said
how sad it was that my husband was not there to join them
on the evening and of how much he would have enjoyed
seeing them all again. At the end of my speech I asked
everyone to raise their glasses to the College and to absent
friends. Not being the natural orator that my husband was
I thought of most of my best lines after I sat down!! I was
so touched by the toast to his memory made during the
speeches by RUADHRI GUILFOYLE.
It was amazing how far so many had travelled to be there on
the evening and we so appreciated their presence.
I was only sorry that with such large numbers I didn’t get
to speak to everyone on the evening, especially many of the
20 and 25 year groups. Nor did I get photographs of them.
Many of the 10 year group came up to talk to me after the
dinner and the speeches. It was so good to chat to Joni,

Gillian and Elaine, among others, who remembered how
kind and helpful ‘Boss’ had been to them during their
time in school and that they so enjoyed returning but that it
wasn’t quite the same without him there. John Devaney even
dragged me in for a group photo with the 10 year leavers!
I apologize if I have missed mentioning anyone but as I
already said I can only write about the people who wrote in
my note books!
I look forward already to next year’s reunion dinner. The
class of 2003 were our last 6th Form, just as this year the
class of 1982 were our first. Another nostalgic year for
me!! So please get texting all classes involved: - 1983,
1988, 1993, 2003 and we look forward to another super
evening, this time in your company.
Katherine Cairns

Archival Appeal
We are writing this brief appeal in the hope that people
might be available for an interview in the coming weeks.
We are doing this as part of our Journalism Module, in
which we are organizing the school archives. As part of
this, we would like to interview any past staff members,
governors, pupils about their experiences when they
were in Midleton College.
If you would be interested in taking part in this project
please contact Mrs. Paula Stead at school (0214631146),
at your earliest convenience. Thank you.
The 4th Form Journalism Module.

JOTTINGS
I give you another year’s news of Past Pupils. I hope you
enjoy reading them. - K.M.C.
The Sage Restaurant, Midleton, run by KEVIN AHERNE,
continues to do well and win awards. They have recently
been awarded a ‘Good Food Ireland accreditation’ for
serving local food. At the Irish Examiner Food Festival they
were awarded ‘Best Dish’, by the editors of the Bridgestone
Guide, for his 12 Mile Platter where all produce is sourced
within a 12 mile radius of the restaurant. He also serves a
‘Saturday Market Menu’ where all produce is sourced from
Midleton’s Farmers Market. We wish him continued success.
NIGEL BAYLOR is Rector of Jordanstown, Co. Antrim
and is a Canon of St. Anne’s Cathedral, Belfast.
It was good to meet up with NICHOLAS BOURKE
in September at the Old Distillery, Midleton. Nicholas
qualified as a Cork Harbour Pilot in 2009. Previously
he was a Captain with B.P. and L & G Carriers. He got
married in 2009.
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It was lovely to see JOHN BUTTIMER and his girlfriend
Theresa in church in September. He was attending the
Baptism of the baby son of JAMES COLBERT and his
wife Susanne. A lovely service where I also met up with
BRIAN MORRIS.
CAROLYN BUTTIMER (nee SMITH) and her husband
Clive have returned home from Uganda where they were
volunteer workers with the Healthy Vine Trust last year.
We sympathise with former school secretary EILEEN
COURTNEY on the death of her mother.
LAURA CUDDY is still working as a Vet in America.
NEWENHAM DE COGAN lives in Newtownards,
Co. Down and is Commodore of the local sailing club.
ROBERT DE COGAN does extremely well showing his
prize Aberdeen Angus herds.
HEATHER DEANE and her boyfriend Johnny left in July
to work in Australia at the Melbourne Monash Hospital.
Heather will be specializing in Neo Natal medicine.

News from the FULLER family. JONATHAN is now
farming in Conna having spent two years in Australia. He
worked with Jenzyne in Waterford for 6 months on his
return. ROBERT farms at home, mainly sheep farming.
He keeps in touch with fellow students KEVIN DAY and
RORY BROWNE. TIMOTHY lives and works in London.
He is a quality assurance manager for a company called
Headstone, working with computer games. He is getting
married on 15th June next year to a Scottish girl called
Gemma. KENNETH obtained a 2.1 B.Comm. from Galway
University this year. He is now working and studying for
his M.A. and hopes to continue working for the Galway
Cultural Institute.
ANTHONY HAYNES, who finished at Midleton College
in 2008, graduated this year with a first class honours
degree in Accounting at UCC and he was also first in his
class. He has since been given a job with PWC in Dublin.
DAVID HALPIN runs the excellent restaurant Eco in
Douglas. Ann Prendergast and I had a wonderful lunch
there earlier this year, with very personal service. We must
do a return visit.
Confirmation Sunday in Cloyne this year was a special
service for the HALL family as three members were
confirmed that day. SONIA’S daughter Sophie, HUGH’S
daughter Charlotte and JACKIE’S son Nick. I was
priviliged to assist the Bishop at the Eucharist and it was
good to talk with CATHAL DALY (Jackie’s husband) and
ROY DELLER at the refreshments after the service.
BETH HAUGHTON, proprietor of the Club Brasserie,
Lapps Quay, Cork was photographed in the Irish Examiner
in February reading her ‘preferred newspaper’ – the Irish
Examiner, which was the only Irish broadsheet to grow in
readership in 2011.
JACK HORNIBROOK is now retired from the building
trade and spends his time sailing off Kinsale and travelling
to his holiday home in Spain. Jack as a past President of
the M.C.A. was a guest at the reunion dinner in October.
PETER KING who got married in 2010 is studying for a
Higher Diploma (Hons) in Applied Computer Technology.
I had a lovely long letter from CLAIRE KIRBY (nee
ELMES) in November. She is now living in Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia, where husband Brian is a University Lecturer,
since the end of last year. They are settling slowly into
life in South East Asia and enjoying the experience. They
now have two children Robert aged 3 years and a new baby
girl Aoife, born in June this year. They intend to return to
Ireland for a holiday next summer and to come back for
good in the summer of 2014. Claire attended the reunion
dinner last year as a member of the class of 1991 just before
leaving for Kuala Lumpur. We wish them well.
We were deeply saddened by the death of TREVOR LEVIS.
He died unexpectedly from a heart attack in January at the
young age of 52 and leaves a wife and two children. Trevor
was Head Boy of the College for two consecutive years.
We send our deepest sympathy to his family and to his
older brothers JOHN and BRIAN. We wish JOHN better
health in the future after his recent short spell in hospital.
LAURA MOORE and her partner Patrick Ryan have set up

the ‘Firehouse Bakery and Bread School’ on Heir Island.
They moved from successful jobs in Bath, where Laura
had been managing a vegetarian restaurant for the past few
years. Patrick, following on from his Law Degree and a
professional cookery qualification from G.M.I.T., set up
an award winning artisan bakery ‘The Thoughtful Bread
Company’. He and his business partner Duncan Glendinning
published a book entitled ‘The Bread Revolution’ in March
of this year. Laura and Patrick opened the bread school to
their first pupils on 30th June and have been fully booked
over the summer. We wish them continued success in the
future with this wonderful venture.
We were all devastated when we heard the dreadful
news of the death of ELMER MORRISSEY in a tragic
yachting accident off the West Coast of America. Elmer
was a gifted academic and a keen sportsman. He was top
student in his Junior Certificate year and second highest
achiever in his Leaving Certificate year of 1998. I attended
a beautiful but heart-rendingly sad service in Glounthaune
church to celebrate his life and where his very good friend
REBECCA DAUNT gave a very moving address. We send
our deepest sympathy to his parents, his sister Kelda and
all the family circle.
TARA McCARTHY and her brother ANDREW have
started serving lunch in their pub the Mill Wheel, Midleton.
I have had the pleasure of lunching there a few times and
the food is truly excellent. I gave them a ‘free plug’ in my
speech at the Reunion Dinner in October and recommend
it highly. It is a brave decision in recessionary times and I
hope they continue to do well. Tara continues to play and
win prizes at golf.
RUPERT McCARTHY-MORROGH of the film equipment
hire firm SLR Broadcast Hire has joined forces with Declan
Casey to launch Studio 5108 a state-of-the art film and
television production studio in Cork, the first and most
advanced facility of its kind in Munster.
CLARE NICHOLLS is still working at the Nursery school
in Blackrock. It was good to see her brother ANDREW, of
the class of 1992, over from Norway for the reunion dinner
in October. Both he and his brother RICHARD have had
new additions to their families this summer.
It was good to meet Mrs Nicholson at a Church fund raiser
in the College in November. She gave me news of the
NICHOLSON family. ANDREW, who was Headboy in
2003, is now married with a baby daughter. BARBARA
and ANN De MEY are living and working in Australia.
FIONA is living in London where she is in her final year of
study in Hotel Management.
ALISON O’BRIEN of Fuzion Communications was once
again photographed in the Cork News in January when she
attended the first Network Cork meeting of the year.
HARRIET O’ROURKE is living in Edinburgh.
She
submitted her dissertation for her Master’s Degree in
Museum Studies and Cultural Policy in September. Her
brother PHILIP is in his 3rd Year at D.I.T. He is reading
for a B.Sc in Transport and Technology.
JONATHAN PAYNE is living in Huntington, West Virginia
and works with Alcon. He is married to Amanda and they
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have three girls. His younger brother DAVID is married
and living in South Africa where he works for a mining
firm. They are expecting a baby in February.
Congratulations to STEPHEN ROOKE, of the class of
1976, who won an IFTA award for the best documentary
production of ‘Waterways with Dick Warner’.
BARRY
TYNER has his produce stall every weekend at the very
successful Midleton Farmers’ Market.
AUDREY RYNHART ELLIOT’S company Rynhart Fine
Art Bronze in Glengarriff, Co. Cork reached the finals of the
‘Your Business on Irish T.V.’ contest and won a cash prize of
10,000 euros. The company run by Audrey and her husband
Les Elliot is to feature in an RTE series ‘Shopping from
Home’ to promote their products. They were delighted to
present President Michael D. Higgins with a gift from their
range, when he visited their stand at the recent Showcase
2012 exhibition at the R.D.S. in Dublin.

friends and former colleagues. Much has been written
and said about his outstanding academic and political
career and his years on the Board of Governors of Midleton
College. I, however, will miss him as a very dear friend
of ours for over 30 years and will miss his great company
at all the numerous times, especially in the last few years,
when I have joined Trevor and Maura for informal meals
at Charleston. They were always wonderful hosts and for
me personally it really is the end of an era. I do hope
that Maura and I will remain friends in the years to come.
We send our deepest sympathy to Maura Lee, to JOHN,
BRIAN and all the family circle.

GERARD WALL has recently been appointed a Peace
Commissioner. He is the 3rd generation of his family to
hold this position. His grandfather Maurice Spillane held
the position in the 1940s and his mother Martha is still a
Peace Commissioner.

News from the WOLFE family. BELINDA works in the
A.I.B. in Dublin. She has three children Sebbie, Philippa
and Hayley. The two girls attend Wesley College. SIMON
was recently appointed Professor of International Finance
at Southampton University. He enjoys occasional teaching
opportunitites in locations such as Singapore. He has two
sons, Hugo and Robert. LISA lives in Skiathos, Greece
and is enjoying life there. She provides Yoga lessons for
the local population. RORY lives in Melbourne Australia.
He is an Associate Professor of Biostatistics at Monash
University. He has two children, Conor and Ava.

JOHN WEST of Castlemartyr has no recession problems.
He runs a grass cutting business and there is always
plenty of work. He is also Chairman of the Royal Naval
Association in Cork. It was good to see him as a guest at
the Reunion Dinner in October.

AVA CRONIN (nee WYMBERRY) is married with 2
children, Harry 4 years and Robyn 2 years. She works for
Elizabeth Arden at Mahon Point. Ava was Matron of Honour
at ALEX WYNNE’S wedding on the 24th November. Alex
had been Ava’s bridesmaid when she was married.

PROFESSOR TREVOR WEST died on Tuesday 30th
November. Although he had been in declining health his
death was very unexpected and a great shock to all his many

Congratulations to members of the Class of 2012 who
have been awarded Entrance Scholarships to University
– AMY KINGSTON to Trinity College, EOIN WALSH
to University College Dublin and MARK TWOMEY to
University College Cork. This is formal recognition of
their attainments in the 2012 Leaving Certificate.

BIRTHS:
Mr & Mrs Glenn Casey; Mr & Mrs Richard Nicholls;
Mr & Mrs Andrew Nicholls; Mr & Mrs K O’Driscoll
(Elaine Tait); Mr & Mrs James Colbert; Dr & Mrs
Brian Kirby (Claire Elmes); Mr & Mrs Clive Seale;
Mr & Mrs O’Sullivan (Jane Mackey); Anna Minihan
and partner; Mr & Mrs McLarnon (Rachel Toal); Dr
& Mrs M Moyragh (Debbie Hegarty). Mr. and Mrs.
O’ Shaugnessy (Sarah Levis).

Well done to the following past pupils who are the worthy
recipients of Sports Scholarships from University College
Cork - ANDREW COLTON – Hockey (Class of 2012),
NED HODSON - Rugby (Class of 2012), SHREW POWER
- Hockey (Class of 2011) and JOSH O’SULLIVANHOURIHAN – Orienteering (Class of 2011).

ENGAGEMENTS

OBITUARY - HARRY WEST

Alex Ford; Stephen Holmes; Richard Murphy;
Peter Brookes to Jackie Hornibrook; Meriel Smyth;
Adrain Erangey; Nicole Ryall.

HARRY WEST was born on 27th July 1920 and died on
7th December 2011 at the great age of 91 years. His twin
brother DICK died in May 2010. They were brought up
on the family farm in Cloyne . Both were past pupils of
the College which they attended as boarders. Harry on
leaving Midleton College studied Engineering at Trinity
College. He joined the Royal Navy in 1940 and served on
HMS Valiant and was stationed in Tobruk for six months.
In 1944 his ship, the HMS Niad, on which he was serving
was torpedoed in the Mediterranean. After the war he
returned to Trinity and got his engineering degree in 1951.
He spent many years living and working in Australia. He
was an uncle of John West and we send John and all the
family circle our deepest sympathy in their loss.

MARRIAGES
Barbara Wallace; Valda Mossop; Chris West to Joni
Kirwin; Maeve Stronach; Briain Curtin; Richard
Cuddy; Alex Wynne; Charlotte Weston.

DEATHS
Harry West; Trevor Levis; Elmer Morrissey;
Prof Trevor West.

Katherine Cairns

K.M.C.
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TREVOR LEVIS 1959-2012
It was with shock and sadness that we received news of the
the sudden passing of Trevor Levis on 9th January 2012 at
the untimely age of 52.

He played on the Senior Team regularly in an era without
Heineken Cup or AIL- every rugby player competed for a
place on their club senior team.
On leaving school, Trevor joined
Norwich
Union
Insurance
Society, and later
moved to
O’Mahony,Boylan,Golden Insurance
Brokers where he rose through the
ranks and was appointed a Director of
the company.

Trevor attended Midleton College
from September 1971 until June
1978. In his final two years he was
Head Prefect, making him the only
person who has served as Head
Prefect in successive years. He
managed to achieve a fine balance
between academic and extracurricular performance and he was
notably successful in both.

Trevor was easy going, popular and
respected, a true gentleman. In his
business career most of the clients
wanted to talk to ‘Trev’. He was at
work when he fell ill.

He was a gifted sportsman and
captained the school rugby,hockey
and cricket teams. He was selected
on the Munster Under 19 cricket team
and his exploits as a forward gained
him interprovincial honours in hockey.
However, it was at rugby that he excelled most. The
Midleton College Magazine rugby notes in 1977 stated
“ Trevor Levis very deservedly represented Munster at
centre three-quarter against Connacht and Ulster. In an
extraordinary decision the selectors dropped him against
Leinster, but some recompence was made by his selection
as a sub for the Irish Schools Trial”.
After a short spell playing with Midleton RFC while at
school ( overage for schools rugby ), he joined Dolphin RFC

However, it is as a family man that
Trevor will be remembered most. He
was a loving and much loved father
and husband, dedicated to the welfare
of his family.
The large number of people who attended his funeral
and the volume of cards, letters and contacts made, bore
testimony to Trevor’s popularity.
We offer our heartful sympathy to Marie his wife and best
friend, and his children, Mervyn and Jennifer, on their
great loss. Our sympathy also goes to his sister Avril, John
and Ruth, Brian and Lynda and all who loved him.

DR. ELMER MORRISSEY 16TH MARCH 1980 – 2ND MAY 2012
On the 16th of April 2012, the 38 foot yacht ‘Low Speed
Chase’ left San Francisco Bay, taking part in a prestigious
sailing race around the Farallon Islands. The race was to
circle out of San Francisco Bay, to the desolate islands
before returning back to harbour. During this race, tragedy
struck. The ‘Low Speed Chase’ was hit by an unexpected
12 foot wave and some of its crew were washed overboard.
When the boat turned to pick up the overboard crew,
another freak wave hit and landed the boat onto the rocks
of the Farallon Islands. Three of the eight people on board
withstood the freak waves that hit the side of their yacht
and unfortunately five were swept out to sea. Dr. Elmer
Morrissey was one of these five people. After an extensive
search of the surrounding waters, the U.S. Coastguards had
to make the difficult decision to call off their search, saying
that a viable search time had passed. After some weeks, the
coastguards recovered Elmer’s body and he was brought
home to rest in Cork.
In 2004, he graduated from University College Cork with
a PhD in energy engineering and then studied in California
thanks to a scholarship where he returned to live last
year. He had taken up a role as an energy specialist in the
prestigious Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory.

Midleton College gave Elmer a good basis for his academic
achievements and interests in life. He left Midleton in 1998,
to undertake an undergraduate degree in Civil Engineering
in University College Cork. He was a keen sports person
throughout his years in Midleton, taking part in all sports
but it was hockey that was his sport of preference.
This love of hockey followed him to U.C.C. where he
became a very keen club person. The hockey club was a
huge part of Elmer’s life. He was such a committed club
person, winning on numerous occasions ‘Club Person of
the Year’. More often than not Elmer sat on the bench, as
he was prone to injuries. This was mainly due to the fact
that he threw himself into training and matches 110%.
Under no circumstances was a ball getting past Elmer, and
if it did he would fight with all his might to get it back. He
would put his limbs and body on the line for his team. He
took this attitude into all aspects of his life. He would have
done absolutely anything to help out a friend, acquaintance,
or even a complete and utter stranger. He was completely
selfless and generous with his time and efforts and he never
took anything at face value or for granted. He always had a
friendly ear and advice for anyone that needed it. He really
was a true friend.
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Many people have described Elmer as the life and soul of
the party. He always had a funny anecdote that he would tell
in his own theatrical way which always ended with anyone
who had been listening in fits of laughter. He always forgot
his own problems to bring joy and amusement to others.
Elmer’s enthusiasm for life was addictive. He was always
up for a new adventure, whether it be through sport or travel
or a combination of the two. I don’t know if one could
call bungee-jumping a sport but he had a brainwave after
watching a scene in James Bond’s, Golden Eye. He did a bit
of research and within a few hours he had decided he was
going to jump off the Verzasca Dam. He had roped in a few
of his friends and they were booked on a trip to Switzerland.
Just being in Elmer’s company, one could not help but be
excited and attempt things that you probably wouldn’t have
done without him. He always pushed himself and others to
try new things in life.

and Suneal. Elmer’s family meant absolutely everything
to him. He always spoke so fondly of them and at great
length about family trips and times they spent together in
Garryvoe. He was so proud to call himself a Morrissey.
Dr. Elmer Morrissey touched so many people. Many have
memories of times shared and events experienced with him.
He was the life and soul of every gathering. He was always
there to lend an ear and give advice to those who needed
him. He was extremely outgoing and always loved a new
challenge. His passion for adventure was consuming and
touched so many people. He certainly enriched my life and
that of all who came in contact with him. So each of us now
needs to celebrate times shared with Elmer and be thankful
for knowing him.
Elmer will be like the wind blowing in from the sea - you
cannot see him but you shall always feel his presence. He is
gone but he certainly will never be forgotten.

Elmer is survived by his mother Ena, father Michael, sister
Kelda, brother-in-law Wale, and his two nephews Bentley

R.D.

TREVOR WEST - Vigorous scholar, sportsman and senator
Last Saturday Trevor West sat on the steps of Midleton
College and reminisced for almost an hour with the
principal Simon Thompson.

constituency in the by-election caused by the death of
Owen Sheehy Skeffington in 1970, he soon established a
reputation as one of the few liberal voices in the Seanad.

Just three days before his death at the age of 74, the
former Trinity College Dublin senator and academic was
in reflective mode, and there was much to remember for
a man whose passions covered sport, education, literature,
history and politics.

In her recently published autobiography, Everybody
Matters Robinson paid a warm tribute to Trevor West and
John Horgan for their support in her efforts to change the
law banning contraceptives.

His father Timothy had been headmaster at Midleton, the
300 –year old co-educational boarding and day school in
Co Cork, from 1928 – 1960, and so it had been a childhood
home for the retired maths professor who maintained
lifelong links to the school.
Generations of Trinity College students also remember
Trevor West, who as well as being a lecturer and later
associate professor was a stalwart of several of the
university sporting clubs, a junior dean (dean of discipline),
a keen supporter of Trinity Week and the Trinity Ball,
and a chronicler in his writings of many of the sporting
achievements of its students.
“He was in many ways the Mr Chips of Trinity,” said
Senator Sean Barrett, a senior lecturer at the college and
also a former junior dean. “He lived on campus, he was
a regular at cricket matches in his aged duffle coat and he
was very much in the tradition of RB Mc Dowell who died
last year and who also managed to be a very popular figure
despite the disciplinary role of junior dean.”
West’s interest in politics and his role as one of a tiny group
of liberal senators, which included former president Mary
Robinson and Press Ombudsman John Horgan, brought
him to the attention of the wider public in the 1970s.
He had been Robinson’s election agent when she first
ran for the Seanad. When he was elected for the Trinity
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Horgan recalled this week that when he and Robinson
wanted to put down a Bill on this issue in 1970, they could
not get the required third signature from among the entire
membership of the Seanad until Trevor West was elected
and supported them.
What is less well known is West’s long commitment to
reconciliation in the North which led to a close association
with UVF leader Gusty Spence, who announced the loyalist
ceasefire in 1994. West was quietly influential in nudging
forward the peace process. Ulick O’ Connor, a friend who
in 1981 got into Long Kesh to see Spence through the good
offices of the former senator, has said West had a huge effect
in bringing opposing sides together in Northern Ireland.
Almost 30 years before the Belfast Agreement was signed,
in a letter to the New York Review of Books, the then
senator, West had cautioned that in order to isolate the
extremists from moderate nationalist support “it is essential
to set up a form of government in Northern Ireland in
which both sections of the community have confidence”.
He added presciently: “American pressure on Britain was
a crucial factor in the struggle for independence after the
Easter Rising of 1916. It could well be crucial again.”
He was the eldest of four sons born in May 1938 to
Timothy West and Dorothy (MacNeill) and was educated
at Midleton College and at High School Dublin, before
winning a scholarship to Trinity where he earned a first
class degree in maths. He became one of a small number of

Irish students to win an “1851 Exhibition Scholarship” and
he gained a doctorate at Cambridge before beginning his
teaching career at Glasgow University. Some years ago he
attended a reception at Buckingham Palace for recipients of
the scholarship at the invitation of Prince Philip.
He later taught at the University of California, Los Angeles,
before returning to Trinity as a maths lecturer, where he
published extensively and immersed himself in college life.
He was a member of the college’s co-ordinating committee
for sport, the Dublin University Central Athletic Club
for 40 years, serving as chairman for 30 years, and was
heavily involved in the campaign to build the new sports
hall at Trinity. He also spearheaded the campaign to save
the College Park at Trinity when it seemed it might be
sacrificed for development.
For 11 years he was honorary secretary of the Irish
Universities Rugby Union. He is a former president of
the Trinity College cricket club and soccer club and was
a stalwart of the rugby club, where he encouraged many
international players and household names, including Dick
Spring, Donal Spring, Hugo MacNeill and Philip Orr.
In his book The Bold Collegians: Development of Sport
in Trinity College Dublin, he traced the history of the
university’s sporting community, while also providing a
series of snapshots of such sporting personalities as Samuel
Beckett, Oliver Gogarty, Maeve Shankey, JP Mahaffy,
Harry Read, Dickie Lloyd, Denis Coulson, the Christle

brothers, John Robbie, John Prior, Brendan Mullin and
Hugo MacNeill.
He also wrote an acclaimed biography of the founder of
the Irish co-operative movement, Horace Plunkett, Cooperation and Politics which was published in 1976.
His brother John, the former international rugby referee
described Trevor as a Renaissance man whose devotion to
students and former students never faltered. “He married
late but very happily to Maura Lee who has been fantastic
in looking after him,” he said.
Trevor West has an eclectic group of friends which included
Seamus Heaney and Brendan Kennelly, as well as many in
academia and sport.
“He was a gentleman and a gentle man,” said Midleton
principal Simon Thompson. West’s support of Midleton
College as a member of the board of governors and as a
friend to generations of students would be impossible to
measure, he added.
The funeral service takes place today at St Fin Barre’s
Cathedral, Cork at 1pm, at which Church of Ireland Bishop
of Cork, Cloyne and Ross Paul Colton will give the homily.
He is survived by his wife Maura Lee, his stepson Ian
and his brothers John and Brian. Another brother, Neill,
predeceased him.
From the Obituary Page of The Irish Times newspaper
November 2012

TREVOR WEST
This article from The Sunday Independent was written by
Ulick O’Connor following the death of Dr Trevor West.
The mathematician and senator played a major role in
helping to bridge the political divide.
Trevor West, who died recently, had a remarkable career,
the impact of which has not yet been fully realised. It
was clear when Trevor came up to Trinity College Dublin
that he was regarded by the faculty as having unusual
mathematical skills. In a university which had produced
Nobel Prize winner Ernest Walton and Rowan Hamilton,
the inventor of quaternions, this was praise indeed.
Later, perhaps his development as a mathematician was
held back by his involvement in public life as a senator
representing Trinity and his singular devotion to the needs
of his country in trying to improve conditions in Northern
Ireland. There is no doubt, however, that his political
involvement contributed greatly to the benefit and welfare
of the country.
Trevor had a great love of sports and was an outstanding
player on the Trinity first eleven cricket team as well as
both playing soccer and rugby.
He was able to put his passion for sport to good account
when an effort was made by developers (assisted by people
who should have known better) to attempt to turn Trinity
rugby pitch into a building area.

Trevor’s response was to send many thousands of letters
on Senate writing paper to former Trinity graduates which
shortly put an end to the disgraceful plan. He also played
on a touring soccer team which I had put together where
he soon became immensely popular and made lasting
friendships with outstanding international players such as
Liam ‘Rasher’ Tuohy and Paddy Ambrose.
After being elected to the senate as Trinity representative,
he continued the tradition of his predecessors, WB Stafford
and Owen Sheehy-Skeffington, of initiating and supporting
legislation which had not been previously considered by a
predominately nationalist and Catholic body.
His work in Northern Ireland is virtually unknown. But
Trevor west had a significant effect in bringing members of
the Northern Protestant community forward in relation to
the political divide.
One connection he had with Belfast was particularly useful.
Though Trevor grew up in Midleton, Cork (his father had
been a famous headmaster at Midleton College) an uncle
who was resident in Belfast controlled much of the tram
system there. Trevor had spent many of his boyhood
summers there, travelling free throughout Belfast like a
young deer let loose on a fertile pitch. This may have given
him an understanding of the Northern temperament that
was to prove invaluable in the part he would play later in
bringing the two communities together.
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I remember one day walking in the middle of a street in
Belfast as the footpaths were crowded but there was little
traffic on the street. I said to Trevor;
“What street is this?”
“Oh,” he replied. “This is the Shankill Road.”
“Holy Christ, let’s get out of this,” I said.
But Trevor insisted all was right. And it was.
He would succeed in getting the confidence of a section
of the Northern Ireland Protestants that no one from the
south had succeeded in doing up to this. It was Trevor who
introduced Paul O’ Dwyer, president of New York City
council, to Northern Irish leaders who wielded power.
Andy Tyrie, commander of the UDA, and John Mc Michael
were invited by Paul O’ Dwyer to New York to work with
legal experts to initiate a framework that could lead to a
new world in Northern Ireland. Paul was the ideal person
to negotiate this leap forward.
He had left Ireland as a very young man after taking part
in the anti-Treaty side in the civil war, and had become one
of the most admired figures in American politics, known
throughout the country as one of the great civil rights
leaders and an honest politician of much skill.
I had introduced Trevor to Paul and it was a delight to
see them together. They both had astute political brains,
were hungry for justice and, though coming from different
backgrounds, were held together by their Irish temperament
trained on the wheel of experience.
In an article I wrote in 1977 for The Washington Post
I had this to say about what we jocularly refer to as the
“O’Connor – West Plan”. This is what was said.
“What is important at present is the growing grass roots
acceptance of the idea of a shared community. The
Protestant is becoming aware of how much closer he is
in temperament to his Catholic fellow Ulstermen. The
Catholic community is coming more and more to see that it
has in common with the Protestant qualities of shrewdness,
reliability and industry which are not as marked in the easygoing south.”
A major influence on Trevor had been Sir Horace Plunkett,
who was the force behind the Irish co-operative movement.
Trevor’s first book was a biography of Plunkett. It was
Plunkett’s analysis of the weakness in the Irish political
system and his plan for the development of our agricultural
output and national assets that appealed to Trevor.
He put enormous time and energy into writing this seminal
work, which should be reprinted. Trevor wrote several
other books, including the splendid Malting the Barley
all of which reflected his own particular view of the Irish
condition.
Trevor had a magnetism which was not apparent under his
almost boyish appearance and witty conversation. With
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just a slight move of the head he would say what he was
after and then usually get his way. When he failed to get
into the Senate after eight years in 1976, one could only
feel ashamed of the Trinity electorate.
Trevor was very private about the work he was doing in
relation to Northern Ireland. I have a picture in my mind of
an event which reveals this aspect of him.
I had gone up to Northern Ireland with Trevor in 1978 to
have a meeting with John McKeague, commander of the
UVF, and Andy Tyrie of the UDA. Afterwards we were
having tea in the Belfast Park Hotel. The little old lady
who was serving us was expert at fielding comments and
coming back with witty replies.
As I looked round the laughing faces, I thought, here
were two Northern Ireland Protestants, a Belfast priest (Fr
Des Wilson), a Dublin Catholic (me), a Cork Protestant
(Trevor), a Mayo lawyer from America (Paul O’ Dwyer),
and a Protestant Belfast working-class woman – all joking
with one another because we had in common an Irish sense
of humour and a levelling of class consciousness which it
can bring about.
It was Trevor’s achievement to have made such meetings
possible and it would play a significant part in creating a
situation where the dominance of the bomb and bullet has
been replaced by a working parliament.

