Wesley College Interschools Music Festival 2015
Thirty-five students accompanied by Miss Dennehy and Mr. Fleming travelled to Dublin in
early March to take part in the Wesley College Interschools Competition. The events took
place over Friday and Saturday March 6th and 7th. A number of students were participating
on the Friday but due to work experience and Heir Island trips it was necessary to travel in two
separate buses. The Friday competitors travelled with Ms. Dennehy early Friday morning to
compete in the U16 solo classical and popular singing categories. The remaining competitors
travelled with Mr. Fleming after school on the Friday and we all stayed overnight in Bewley’s
Hotel, Leopardstown. We had an early start on Saturday morning and various solo and group
singing and instrumental competitions took place throughout the day. We came away with
plenty of prizes and everyone is already asking about the 2016 competition!
- H.D.

International Day

On Wednesday the 27th of April all of the
international students hosted an international
evening to celebrate and share their culture with the
other students. There was a variety of multicultural
cuisine from Sushi to Spanish omelette. The resident
chef Rory Graham assisted the students with this
and presented us with a delicious dish of Paella to
truly tie in with the event.
Each student created a flag from their own country
to decorate the ceilings and walls representing all
of the nationalities, which now attend Midleton
College. It was a great evening truly depicting the
growth of our school and international community.
- C.P.

Paella fit for a King or at the very least a Principal!
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Midleton College Variety Show
Last April, Midleton College hosted the first ever Variety
Show at the school and it was a smashing success! There were
a total of ten acts which ranged from singing, to dancing, to
playing an instrument, and even included an original skit put
on by some of the 1st and 2nd years! The hosts for the night
were Jonathan Tinne and Fergus Sheridan and they opened
the show with an incredibly hilarious performance of ‘I’m
Number One’ from “The Muppets”. This was followed by
Tobi Oshikoya on the drums, Nadya Deeny performing an
original piece, and then our aspiring actors, Cameron Rose,
Jamie Lea Fitzgerald, Conor McCormack, Briain Baily, and
Lucy Byrne. Next, we had Miji Olu-Ikpen singing a fabulous
rendition of ‘Lay Me Down’, Sean Emerson performing an
outstanding guitar medley and Lara Summers passionately
performing a song as well. The final 3 acts included Fergus
and Jonathan performing an original piece on the piano, Ed
Hayes singing a delightful Irish Folk song and nine 2nd year
girls dancing their hearts out to ‘The Hoedown Throwdown’

Fashion Show

Everyone worked incredibly hard and it showed in all of
their performances. At the end of the night the audience
voted on who the favourite acts were and while everyone
did an amazing job there were four acts in particular that
stood out for many. The comedy groups’ skit won most
entertaining, the people most likely to become famous were
none other than Fergus and Jonathan, the favourite act of the
night was Sean on the guitar and the best overall as voted by
the audience was Tobi on the drums.
It was an incredibly fun night and I know that even more
talent will appear when we hold it again next year. Hopefully
we will witness more rising stars and experience even more
of the various talents that Midleton College students have
to offer!
A special thanks goes out to Ms. Reeves and Ms. Dennehy
for all the hard work and hours that were put in to making
the show a success!
Until next year,
- Kristin Hollowell.

Mr. Baker in full ‘Bono’ mode!

There was much excitement surrounding the
unique fundraising idea that saw staff and students
strut their stuff on the catwalk earlier this year. The
glamorous Fashion Show, which was in aid of the
Sports Complex, took place in March at the Fota
Island Resort Hotel. The event was hosted by the
famous Celia Holman-Lee who guided parents and
friends of Midleton College through an evening of
fashion and style.
Students dressed-up, modelling clothes from local
supporting stores, including the Arcade and Welch
Sports. Staff on the other hand dressed-down.
Donning the school uniform and hockey gear
were Ms. Power, Ms.
Cronin, Ms. Serrett, Mr.
Baker, Mr. Callender and
Mr. Morrissey (junior!).
This event is one that
won’t be forgotten for a
while!
- T.C.
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“Academic Awakening at UCC!”

Weekend Activities
Weekend boarders have had numerous opportunities to
visit various cultural sites and participate in many exciting
adventures over the last year. We have enjoyed a walking
tour of Cork City, which involved an interesting tour in Saint
Fin Barre’s Cathedral and an inspiring exhibition on global
issues at UCC Campus. We’ve also had the opportunity to
make the trip to Blarney Castle in which we roamed the
castle grounds and its sun soaked garden. Another weekend
involved an excursion to the Blackrock Castle Observatory,
which was filled with fun and educational things to do.

what I had hoped would be a ‘leisurely’ skate around the ice
skating rink. I think it’s fair to say our 7-day boarders have
come away with some eventful memories this year.
- Ms. O’Riordan.

“Spiritual Awakening at St. Fin Barres!”

As well as cultural sites, we’ve also had the chance to enjoy
dance classes, cupcake decorating, bowling, laser tag, and
a scavenger hunt. We even showed our creative side and
crafted pottery pieces in the Crafty Hands pottery studio.
Whilst some weekends such as these proved quite enjoyable
or shall we say ‘relaxing’ for myself, the teacher, others were
a lot more terrifying. Word of warning: Teachers should not
go paintballing with their students. It only ends with bruises
and horror stories. Though I think the students thoroughly
enjoyed that prospect.
Needless to say, the competitive side came out on many
occasions, whether it was partaking in an obstacle course or

“Physical exertion - make it stop!”
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2015 Rugby Tour to Edinburgh

The biannual Senior Rugby tour returned yet again to
Edinburgh this year following weeks of extensive planning
and arduous phone calls to secure the best deal on
price. Eventually we found ourselves assembled in Cork
Airport on the 27th of March ready to board the flight to
Edinburgh. Thankfully EVERYBODY had their passports
and there were NO INCIDENTS. However there was great
amusement when it transpired Peter Matthews’ passport
photo resembled Jimmy Neutron.
A tight schedule meant that our first game was only a couple
of hours after landing in Edinburgh so there was no time
to rest. Our bus whisked us to the hostel to drop our bags
off, grab the gear and travel to our first game against Royal
High School at Mains Park, Linlithgow. After a quality warm
up in the chilly conditions we started slowly and despite
our scoring early on Royal High replied to make it 7-7 after
ten minutes. However our opponents had played a sevens
tournament the day before and were subsequently missing
a few key players, including some Scotland Internationals.
As a result the rest of the game was quite one-sided and
Midleton College ran out convincing winners. We were fed
by our hosts and then it was time to head back to the hostel
for some well-earned rest.
Saturday morning proved bright and sunny and we had
an early start to travel to Ratho Climbing Centre. This
impressive centre gave the opportunity for the adrenaline
junkies in the squad to prove themselves as we spent a
couple of hours stuck to vertical walls fifty metres in the
air. We travelled back to the hostel for a quick lunch before
heading on to our second game against North Berwick RFC.
From the off North Berwick proved a far more difficult
opponent than our game the previous evening, with the
scores close right the way through. To make matters even
more difficult it was incredibly blustery and the game
was under the iron fist of a referee who made some very
questionable decisions, including sin binning Rory Walsh
for twelve minutes. Admittedly the signs were ominous from
the beginning as the North Berwick coaches apologised in
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advance for the ref ’s behaviour at the start of the game.
Thankfully we came out victorious and had quite an
entertaining bus trip back to our hostel. That night we were
taken to an amusement arcade where in-team competition
reached a new high with even the coaches getting in on the
action.
We were abruptly awoken the following morning by the fire
alarm going off in the hostel. Fionn Baily took no chances,
making a swift exit in only a jumper and a pair of jocks to
keep him warm on the frosty Edinburgh streets. After being
given the all clear we trudged back indoors to mentally
prepare for the next event of the Tour: Paintballing.
Upon arrival we were given the option to upgrade our
weaponry from the standard paintball gun to a lethal
looking M-16. Barging through the crowds to claim his was
Mr.Gill, who darted with sprinter like pace to be top of the
queue. All kitted up and ready to go, we divided into teams
and headed out into the forest ready for out and out war.
As expected there was little quarter given by either side as
we spent the best part of four hours splatting each other
with the extremely sore paint ammunition. One happy
memory the team has from this is our 6ft 7 lock forward Joe
Hennigan on his back, stuck in a muddy hole, wiggling like a
helpless, lanky beetle. But we also cannot forget the moment
Chris Hall threw a paint grenade only to have it hit off a tree
and land just three feet away. With only a handful of ammo
left, we took to the forest for one last game- if you were shot
you weren’t out (unlike the other games), instead you had to
gauge when you had taken enough pain. As ammo was low
it was impossible to tell how many bullets each person had
(it was a free for all) but Julian Power was soon eliminated as
his team mates ganged up on him and machine gunned him
into oblivion. However despite us using up all of our ammo,
one member of our party (who cannot be named) decided
to take home with him one of the paint grenades that were
supplied by the Paintball zone. Considering our passage back
through Edinburgh Airport he attached a note pleading his
innocence to the ‘bomb’ and put it in his luggage. That night

We finally boarded the flight home for Dublin but the final
we dragged our sore bodies to the cinema and settled down
test of stamina was yet to come as we trundled home in the
to see Mr. Power’s fantastic performance in ‘Run all Night’.
bus late at night through Waterford to avoid the expensive
The following morning signalled our final day in Edinburgh
tolls.
and we began with some shopping in the city centre. Time
We’d like to thank Mr. Power, Ms. Guest, Mr. Preston, Mr.
was again at a premium as we boarded the bus one last time
Stanley and Mr. Gill for accompanying us on tour and also
to travel to our final fixture against Portobello RFC.
for everything they put in throughout the season. The tour
This marked the final game in the college jersey for the
was truly an experience of a lifetime and we all are extremely
2014/15 sixth years. With only twelve of their own players
grateful for their hard work.
Portobello borrowed Julian Power, Fionn Baily, Shane
- Conor Kiy, Julian Power (Form VI).
Murphy and our very own Mr. Stanley, making his return
from retirement. There was widespread applause from the
sidelines as he set up Julian
for
Portobello’s
only
score and Fionn Baily’s
subsequent drop goal
conversion. However it
mattered little as Midleton
College easily outclassed
the opposition running in
score after score winning
by over 70 points in the
end. It was a fitting end for
the sixth years who had
been incredible servants to
Midleton College Rugby
over the six years of their
school careers. Special
mention must go to our
captain Kieran Simpson
who led us fearlessly in
“When two tribes go to war!”
every game.
The calm before the storm as the tour group prepared to paint each other to death!

Stand Up!
The school had their first Stand Up!
Awareness Week Against Homophobic
and Transphobic Bullying. This
initiative was set up by BeLong To
Youth Services and it encourages
friendship between LGBT young
people and their peers through education and awareness.
The week ran from the 20th to the 24th April and was
organised by Ms. Reeves and Kristin Hollowell.
During the week Stand Up videos were shown in assembly
to help develop understanding of how cyber bullying and
homophobic bullying is hurtful, and build empathy and
support towards students who experience bullying. On
Wednesday in form assembly every student was given the
option of taking an Ally sticker to wear or put on their books
to show support for the LGBT community. The definition of
ally is a person who works for equality, especially a person
who is not a member of a group facing the inequality.

The school was also decorated with motivational posters put
up, as well as a Wall of Fame - celebrities who are famous in
their own right and not defined by their sexual orientation.
A “Safe Zone” was created in the Colton Building where the
colours of the rainbow were put on the steps to indicate that
Midleton College is a safe place for members of the LGBT
community.
There was a lot of very encouraging feedback from both staff
and students, and there was a great sense of belonging and
community, especially when wearing the Ally stickers. This
is what Rob Swanton from 5th year had to say: “Stand up
week was a fantastic event to be involved in last year. I feel
making the inclusion of the LGBT+ community stand out
in a way that involves each student in the school definitely
helped many people who may be struggling to come to
terms with their identity. This is a topic very close to me and
seeing how each member of the school community actively
involved themselves in the project was truly uplifting.”
- R.R.
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Senior Girls Hockey Tour 2015

Day 1 - On the 27th March 2015, the senior girls hockey
team woke up bright and early to begin their journey to
Belfast. There was to be one stop along the way in Dublin
where we were due to play The High School. Unfortunately,
upon arrival we were told that The High School were no
longer available to play but that we would have access to
their pitch and coaches. This proved to be a massive benefit
to us as we were able to have a match against one another
and ease into the first day of our tour. Bibs won 3 goals to
nil with Reidin O’Sullivan scoring two of these and Tricia
Axson the other. After lunch we continued on our journey
to Belfast and eventually arrived in the city much to the
relief of everyone on the bus.
That evening, after a long awaited meal and the arrival
of Charlotte Hall who had participated in a cookery
competition that day, we ventured out into the city
accompanied by our coaches to go bowling. Although they
had seen us all on the hockey pitch I think it came as a shock
to them to see how competitive a number of our team were
off the pitch! Needless to say it was a well deserved student
victory. After a long day of travelling and excitement we
were only too ready to have an early night in preparation
for the following day.
Day 2 - The following morning we set off for another team
building, yet competitive activity, paintballing. Once split
into two teams, we were decked out in protective gear and
given instructions. We then set off into the woods with
four new members, much to their dismay as we were not
paintballing pros, as they liked to refer to themselves, and
were thus asked to ‘go easy on us’. This wasn’t to last very
long and soon a full on battle had ensued with many of
the girls and coaches winning mission after mission much
to the surprise of these ‘paintballing pros’. Unfortunately
a member of our team sustained a minor injury due to
a wayward paint-ball and Clara Roch-Perks was to be
unavailable to play in our match later on in the day.

scored the first goal of the match which was to become the
only goal scored in the entire game, resulting in a victory
for Midleton College. We had a small ceremony afterwards
where our captain, Janet Rumley, presented the travelling
team with a Midleton College tie and we in return received
a small plaque. After the match we had a tour of the city
from our very knowledgeable (and tolerant!) bus driver and
then made our way back to the hotel.
Day 3 - This was our final day in Belfast and we were
scheduled to play Lisnagarvey later on in the day. After
causing absolute chaos in the hotel lobby with all our gear
we set off to the hockey club for our final match of the tour.
This would be by far the toughest match we would face
on our tour and although nervous we were excited to get
it underway. Unfortunately for us Lisnagarvey won this
match with a score of 5-1 to them. Rebekah Oppermann
scored for us and was the top goal scorer for the duration of
the tour. After a quick lunch hosted by the hockey club we
were then on our way back home.
I would like to say thank you on behalf of the team to our
coaches, Ms.Clifford, Ms. Dool, Mr.Callender, and Mr.Levis
for accompanying us and making the tour possible. I would
also like to thank all the girls that participated on the tour,
especially our captain, Janet Rumley, for making it an
unforgettable experience.
- Alex Aldous (Form VI).

“Twister?”

After scraping off as much mud as possible in a short space
of time we had scheduled after paintballing, we were on
our way to play a travelling team from England, Berwick
College. Rebekah Oppermann, our youngest team member,
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Tour members seem quite contorted in this picture.

History Tour
“On passing the new Menin Gate” - S. Sassoon

Members of the tour at the
Menin Gate Memorial.

“Lest we Forget”.

At 2 P.M. on Friday the 2nd of
October last, we departed from
Cork airport, beginning our 5th
and 6th Form senior history
trip to the battlefields of World
War 1 in Belgium and Northern
France. We spent most of the
day travelling, and were very
tired once we arrived at our
accommodation. The next day
we met our tour guide, Mr. Bill
Keegan. Mr. Keegan was himself
a history teacher, and we could
not have asked for a better guide. He knew the answer to
just about any question we threw at him about the tour.
Our tour was designed with an Irish viewpoint in mind,
so we visited many sites both of international and Irish
importance. We began our tour in the historic town of Ypres,
where we were given a walking tour of the town, visiting The
Munster Memorial, to the fallen soldiers from this province,
the Menin Gate Memorial to the Missing, where there are
the names of 54,986 soldiers who were never found, and
to St. George’s Memorial Church, where there is a bust of
Sir John French, First Commander in Chief of the British
Expeditionary Force, who was born in Dublin.
After this we visited some areas around the Ypres salient,
the line of high ground which runs around Ypres where
the front lines were. We visited Artillery wood Cemetery,
where Irish Poet Francis Ledwidge is buried, with a special
memorial to him, with his poem ‘Soliloquy’ inscribed on it.
We also visited the Langemark German Cemetery, and the
Poelkapelle British Cemetery, where Private John Condon
of the Royal Irish Regiment is buried. At just a month shy
of his fourteenth birthday, he was the youngest combatant
killed in the First World War. We also saw where Erich
Maria Remarque, author of ‘All quiet on the Western Front’
served. We finished the afternoon with a visit to Sanctuary
Wood, where the last publicly accessible length of original
trenches are, and we were given the opportunity to walk
through them.
That evening we returned to the Menin Gate, to view a
nightly ceremony in remembrance of those who lost their

lives, with a dedication to one
soldier killed on that day, one
hundred years ago.
The next day we set off early
for the Somme. We visited
Lochnagar Crater, and Pozieres
ridge, the site of the first use of
tanks in World War One. We
then moved on to Thiepval,
another large memorial to the
missing, similar to the Menin
Gate, except situated upon one
of the highest points on the Somme. There is also a visitors
centre at Thiepval which explains the scale of the battle of
the Somme in interactive maps, and we saw it again looking
out over the battlefield from the highpoint of Thiepval. Near
Thiepval is a memorial to the 36th (Ulster) Division, who
were among the most successful divisions on the Western
Front, winning 9 Victoria Crosses during the Battle of the
Somme. The Memorial itself is a large medieval style tower,
or folly, which rises up sharply against the French fields.
Following this we returned to our accommodation.
On the final day we visited the Island of Ireland Peace Park.
It is a monument to the Irish dead of World War One,
north and south. It is a very solemn place. The monument
is a small park, surrounding a typical Irish round tower. At
the top of the round tower, inaccessible to the public, is a
book, containing the names of every Irish Soldier killed or
missing on the Western Front. It stands on the Messines
Ridge, where the 36th (Ulster) Division, and the 16th (Irish)
Division fought side by side. Of all the memorials we saw,
I feel this one captured most effectively the solemnity and
the sorrow of the loss of life, caused by the War. Or maybe
I’m just biased. Either way, the tour overall was an amazing
experience, and I would like to extend my thanks to Mr. Bill
Keegan, our amazing guide, to Ms. MacKillop, Mr. Preston
and Mr. Leopold who all travelled with us, and to Mr. Baker,
who travelled with us, and without whose amazing efforts
this trip would never have happened.
- Oisin Parsons (Form V).
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Midleton College Rotary Interact Club
What is rotary club?
Rotary Club is a group of people who want to make
changes in the world. We Rotarians believe and follow these
guidelines.
1.	Service above self
2. Service to the local community
3. Service to the wider community
4. Service to the international community
Being part of a rotary club gives the members many
opportunities. One of the most important opportunities
we receive in rotary is the ability to serve. Whether this is
locally or internationally there are many different events
rotary hold across the world.
As Rotarians we also develop personally. Some
members learn a lot about leadership, public speaking,
communications, networking, organization and planning,
team building, fundraising and teaching are just a few of the
life skill we learn and improve on.
Quality friendships are also formed while in a Rotary club.
There are over 30,000 rotary clubs in over 160 different
countries, and every single one of these clubs are willing to
help and take part in any event.
Rotary members also gain an understanding of humanitarian
issues and have a significant impact on them through
international service projects and exchange programs. The
promotion of peace is one of Rotary’s highest objectives.
Here in Midleton College our Rotary interact club is part of
Glanmire Rotary Club. Our rotary interact club was formed
in 2011 by Ms. Twomey with the help of new members at
the time. We currently have 40 members in our interact club
ranging from first year students all the way up to sixth year
students. It is a tradition in our club that the transition year
students take the leading roles as they have more time that
they can dedicate to the numerous projects that we complete.
Some of our projects include fundraising events such as
‘Guess Who’s Coming to Tea’ in aid of Age Action and
the Irish guide dogs. We also received an amber flag for
promoting mental health awareness within our school
community. In order to achieve this one of our tasks was
to show the importance of exercise in promoting mental
health so we held a school wide soccer blitz that everyone
took part in, including the teachers.
56

We also take part in community service events such as
Friendship week held in the City Hall. The members of the
interact club helped guide the elderly to their table and also
helped served tea and snacks. They most important role we
had for the evening was making new friends and talking to
the elderly. It was a very rewarding feeling.
Every year we carry out a non-uniform day within the
school, it is always a successful event. Each time raising on
average 700 euro. This money is then donated to a charity
of our choice for example Barnardos and the Marie Keating
Foundation.
We feel as a group that guest speakers are very important
as there is always something new to learn. Over the years
we had the helmsman of the Olympic medal winning
Paralympic Irish sailing team John Twomey come to talk to
us about his career and the challenges he had to overcome
to get to where he is today.
We also had a guest speaker from mindfulness come to us
to give a demonstration on mindfulness. Mindfulness is
the state of being consciously aware. It is a technique used
to almost bring yourself back to the real world and allow
you to relax and concentrate. All the students found this
technique very useful especially when coming up to exams.
Last year a group of our Rotarians received the opportunity
to travel to Newport, Rhode Island.
- Thomas Brooks (Form VI).

“Don’t rain on my parade!”

Rotary Club members marching in the Saint Patrick’s Day parade
in America.

Bud Morrissey: Midleton College Staff 1976 to 2015
patrolling corridors in a hotel in Lisdoonvarna, at some
ungodly hour of the morning.
Then there were the tours. The first was a tour to the
Rhymney Valley, a coalmining region of South Wales, but
Bud’s crowning glory began in 1986.This was a biennial
tour to the Netherlands. Tours with Bud were very much
a hands-on learning experience, and the Dutch one was
all embracing, covering many aspects of Dutch culture
as well as economic and engineering achievement. By
my estimation Bud has completed fifteen tours to the
Netherlands, graduating over the years from the endurance
test, that was ferry travel, to the comfort of flying thanks to
Michael O’Leary and Ryan Air.
Of course Bud was not just a geographer, he was also an
integral and highly respected member of the mathematics
department, and was even known to teach some Latin
classes in his time.

In 1976, 39 years ago, the then Headmaster of Midleton
College, Mr. J.W Smyth, announced to us that a certain
Bud Morrissey was to join the teaching staff. The first thing
that struck one was the name Bud. Was it of Irish American
origin or what? The explanation was much simpler. The
sobriquet was the creation of his sibling. On my first visit to
Bud’s homestead in West Waterford I managed to lose my
way. On securing the assistance of a local man, I inquired of
him, in my best Cork, accent, as to where Michael Morrissey
lived. He looked somewhat puzzled and bewildered,
but eventually a flicker of recognition was evident on his
face, and he turned to me and said, “Ah you mean Bud”.
From that day on, I realized that ‘Bud’ was ubiquitous and
Michael was the preserve of the taxman, bankers and all
other official bodies.
That former headmaster portrayed the youthful Bud
Morrissey as a sort of geographical “whizz kid,” armed
with all the latest teaching methodologies. He was a very
perceptive man. Arriving in a school that had not yet
embraced geography textbooks never mind field trips, Bud
transformed and modernized the teaching of geography
and popularized the subject to an unprecedented level.
Since then there have been field trips on a regular basis,
we have seen Form 4 travel east to Youghal and cast their
oranges in the tide, testing for long-shore drift, before
travelling on to study coastal features at Stradbally. Form 5
headed to Kerry to climb up the Gaddagh Valley and Form
6, when limestone was of a greater relevance to the Leaving
Cert curriculum, had an overnight stay in the Burren. This
involved a long trek up around Slieve Elva, measuring clints
and grikes, peering down swallow holes, visiting the Alwee
Cave, and being regaled by our head geographer about
the exploits of that hardy West of Ireland woman, Maura
Rua O’Brien in her castle at Leamnagh. The teaching staff
usually returned home exhausted having spent the night

From an extra-curricular perspective, Bud ran a very
successful table-tennis club in Midleton until he retired
from the sport in 2006. This required a huge amount of
sacrifice and dedication, as training sessions took place
twice a week during prep time, and tournaments took place
at weekends. During his time he produced many successful
boys and girls’ teams, winning Cork Schools’ leagues and
cups and producing players who played at representative
level. In the school Assembly Hall he ran the Midleton
Open, a tournament, which attracted table-tennis players
from all over the province.
Bud acted as manager to the senior hockey team in the early
days of our involvement in the Irish Schools’ Tournament.
Tactically astute, he was a most useful sounding board
and was very popular amongst the first team squad. He
also travelled as a member of staff on numerous rugby
tours, and developed an intimate knowledge of the A and
E departments in the Edinburgh hospitals, due to his role
as hospital escort for many injured rugby players. Bud’s,
“Oscar awards night” became legendary on rugby tours.
As everyone is aware, Bud is a passionate fan of sports. I
have no doubt that all his classes have been indoctrinated
about the merits of West Ham United or Waterford hurling.
In 1980 I accompanied Bud to the F.A. Cup Final between
Arsenal and West Ham United, then a Second Division
team. We had tickets for the Arsenal end. I hadn’t bargained
for the intrepid Bud Morrissey, who undaunted by such
a trivial matter, headed up the steps to the Arsenal end,
sporting a rather large West Ham United scarf. Those of
you who are aware of the tribal nature of English football
will appreciate the hatred and opprobrium that poured
down on us, words and names which most certainly
could not be quoted in a school magazine. However all’s
well that ends well, we survived our afternoon amongst
the Arsenal faithful, West Ham United withstood a late
Arsenal onslaught on the pitch, encouraged by our celebrity
“Bainestoir,” Bud Morrissey, to kick the ball into Row Z of
the stand. I felt this was a terrible betrayal of his cultured
footballing principles, but West Ham won the FA Cup, and
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I was standing beside one of the happiest men in Wembley
Stadium.
One particular 6th form, decided that there were two Bud
Morrisseys. There was that affable geography teacher full of
bonhomie, banter and self-effacing humour. But there was
another person who appeared now and again, usually for
a good reason I might add, a cantankerous, and glowering
individual, who they nicknamed “Budrick”. The trick, I’m
led to believe, was to establish early on in the class which
one you were dealing with, Bud or Budrick. If it was
Budrick, then it was 40 minutes intensive work and nobody
would have the temerity or bravery to mention either West
Ham United or Waterford hurling, unless he or she had a
death wish.
Bud Morrissey has given thirty nine years of dedicated
service to Midleton College, twelve years, if I may use
an obsolete term, as a boarding master. What then is his
Legacy?
A gifted teacher and communicator in geography and
mathematics; a man of integrity, loyalty, fairness and
sensitivity; Bud knew all his pupils as individuals and
was very much aware of their strengths, frailties and the
pressures they were under. I am reminded of a line from
Thomas Hardy’s poem “Afterwards” “He was a man who
noticed such things.”
Bud always valued and respected the traditions of Midleton
College. He still regarded the teacher as a role model, who,
by his or her example, encouraged high standards amongst
the student body. In 2008, Bud became Deputy Principal
of Midleton College, and over the last seven years he has
displayed admirable skills, as an organizer, administrator
and man-manager.
For many people though, he will be most fondly
remembered as the man who took on the role of acting
principal during that period between the resignation of
Mr. Simon Thompson and the appointment of Dr. Edward

Gash, what, we might call, the “Interregnum”. Bud was the
safe pair of hands who, with a very supportive and loyal staff,
ensured that Midleton College operated to its usual high
standards during this period of uncertainty for the school.
Many people in Midleton College owe him a huge debt of
gratitude for the excellent and dignified way he fulfilled this
demanding role, at no small cost to his personal time and
health.
Recently I watched Liverpool Football Club say goodbye to
Steven Gerard and Munster to Paul O’Connell, both legends
and pillars within their own disciplines and clubs. In many
ways we are saying goodbye to one of our own legends and
certainly a pillar of this school over the last 39 years. On
behalf of all of us we wish Bud a very happy and contented
retirement in Aglish, his sanctuary in West Waterford.
- I.L.

‘Team Bud-Wiser?”
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Team Bud prior to his testimonial match. The effort that Form VI went to in order to arrange this spoke volumes about their respect and
admiration for Mr. Morrissey.
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A student tribute to Mr. Morrissey
I’ve known Mr. Morrissey
for only a year, but even in
this short period of time he
has made a very positive
impression on me, both as
a teacher and as a person.
Just like a star BPL player
Bud Morrissey decided to
retire at the height of his
career, having served as
the Principal of Midleton
College for a few months in
2014. For those 4 months Mr. Morrissey took care of his
duties and responsibilities with great success, just as he did
during the several previous years as Deputy Principal.

teaching he gained some lifetime fans of his own: of the
many students taught by Mr. Morrissey I haven’t yet met
a single one who didn’t enjoy his lessons. Indeed, Bud had
a unique style of teaching. His lessons were always very
relaxed, but nevertheless the classes were very productive
and each time we managed to get everything done; how? was often a mystery to other teachers and even to us.
Mr. Morrissey has contributed a lot to the academic and
social development of Midleton College and his retirement
is a major loss for the College both in terms of teaching and
management staff. Not much else can be demanded from
him, however, than spending 4 decades of his career here at
the college. We wish Bud all the best and hope he is having
some great fun in retirement.
- Ilya Kozhelskiy (Form VI).

Mr. Morrissey devoted an astonishing 39 years to Midleton
College and definitely made our school a much better place.
Bud Morrissey is a big fan of West Ham, but through his

Debating
Midleton College Debating Club enables our students to
voice their opinions freely and dynamically. We have our
regular in- house debate every second Tuesday evening
from 6.00-7.00. The groundwork prior to our debate
involves an hour of research and analysis in the week
preceding. This takes place in the IT room. Participation
continues to flourish across all Forms, from 1 to 6. New
recruits this year include Alice O’Donnell (Form 4), Form
3’s Isabelle Bradley, Laura Casey and Tiernan Murphy
and Laura Cosgrove and Hollie Whelan in Form 2. These
students will represent Midleton College teams in the UCC
Philosoph Munster schools in UCC in January and we wish
them the best of luck.

students advance their side of the motion, it inevitably
increases their tolerance and understanding of other
worldviews, cultural beliefs and social systems. Competitive
debate sharpens one’s ability to research and analyze
problems, think and listen critically, express thoughts
clearly and fluently, and better understand current affairs.
It increases a student’s confidence and poise and provides
constant intellectual stimulation.
- C.B.

“Talking Shop?”

Unquestionably, the event that has dominated the debating
calendar so far this year is the Concern Debates. This long
running event has expanded this year, welcoming students
from Northern Ireland for the first time. As if winning the
competition wasn’t already hard enough! Captained with
distinction by Form 5’s Oisin Parsons along with his team
mates Adam Morris, Jonathan Tinne (Form V) and Katelyn
Manning (Form IV) lost narrowly, some might say unfairly,
2-1 to a plucky Cobh side. Undeterred, we will continue with
optimism into the new year, with motions such as Climate
change and the Refugee crisis to get our teeth into. Katelyn,
stepping up to the mark in a senior debate for the first time,
was particularly impressive in the first debate in October.
Definitely a future captain in waiting. I would also like to
take this opportunity to wish former captain Adam Ford
well and to thank him for his contribution to the debating
club in the four years he was with us.
The benefits of debating are innumerable. Listening to
different perspectives in a neutral manner not only helps
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Back L-R: O. Parsons, A. Morris, J. Tinne, F. Sheridan.
Front L-R: A. O’Donnell, T. Murphy, I. Bradley.

Student Council 2014-15

The student council of 2014-15 worked together with the
help and guidance of our liaison teacher Ms. Buckley to
improve the day to day life of Midleton College for students
and teachers alike.
The council of 2014 consisted of Brandon McEvoy as
chairperson Ciaran Lydon as secretary and Aoife Dunne
as treasurer along with representatives from each Form we
worked hard together and also had fun doing it.
We started our school year of 2014 with a new voting rules
process made up by Padraig Power. This will give future
years structure and an equal representation for the council.
We spent our year brainstorming innovative ideas along
with reviewing the contents of our suggestion box. The
council brought about new changes to the school such as
breakfast vouchers, new goal nets and posts, improvements
to food at tea thanks to the kitchen staff and of course the
ongoing fixation with the pool table.
In coordination with the school musical production of
‘Blood Brothers’ €2568 was raised for Midleton community
hospital selling entrance tickets and organising a raffle. We
raised money for the Marie Keating Foundation with a non-

Members of the Student Council with a US marine Master
Sergeant at the flag ceremony in Waterford.

uniform day we also raised money for the funding of our
council by holding a bake sale.
We attended a student council training day on the 26th
of September and were also delighted to be invited to the
Thomas F. Maher commemoration of the raising of the
tricolour in Waterford city.
The council are continuing some of our ideas into the new
school year which are sure are to develop greatly.
The student council is a great part of Midleton College and
I know for sure from being a part of the council that you
learn valuable information that is relative to everyday life.
- Gabrielle Humphreys (Form IV).

Spanish Ambassador Award
Silvia Serret Lanchares won the Spanish Ambassador
Award in collaboration with Lisa Murphy and Ann Dawson
with their entry “The Best Tandem”. It is a competion
for all the Spanish assistants based in UK and Ireland.
The prize consists in a course on Spanish Methodology
in Salamanca (Spain) for Ann, Lisa and Silvia (one week
with all expenses paid for: hotel and course) and also two
Certificates: one for the Spanish Department of Midleton
College and another one for Silvia.
- S.S.L.
Ms. Serret Lanchares, the Spanish Ambassador Mr. Javier
Garrigues Florez and Ms. Dawson.
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It’s been a very busy year in the Art department with students
taking part in many workshops, fieldtrips, competitions &
exhibitions.
The Scallop Shell gallery opened at the reception area in
school & displays the work of our budding Art students all
year round.
Students also had the chance to exhibit in the Courtyard
Gallery’s ‘Artists of the Future’ exhibition alongside other
talented Art students from local schools.
Form 2, 5 & 6 took part in watercolour workshops with
local artist Iryna Harty, producing some beautiful paintings.
Form 2 also created some fantastic ceramic vases with local
ceramicist Susan Herlihy in Crafty Hands studio.
There were day trips to Dublin with the senior Art classes
to visit some galleries including NGI, IMMA & The Hugh
Lane; as well as trips to Cork to take part in printmaking
workshops in Cork Printmakers & calligraphy workshops in
St Finbarre’s Cathedral.

Artist & Art educator Áine Andrews visited the college to
host batik workshops with form 5 & 6, passing on her expert
advice & experience of this beautiful craft.
Form 4 took part in workshops with sculptor Éilis Ní
Fhaoláin & created the first piece for our new sculpture
garden, which is coming soon.
Students involved in Art club created some fantastic pieces
including prints, Christmas cards & pencil cases while
those going into third level Art education produced strong
portfolios of work.
Damien Hirst better watch out!
- C.W.
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