
Valete

Mrs. June Johnston, Ms. Mary Power and Ms. Lucy O’Regan on their last formal day at 
Midleton College, the 31st May 2013. �e day was marked by a special Assembly at which 
tribute was paid to each of these distinguished members of sta� by the students, the Principal 
and the Boards of the College. 

Mrs. Johnston, Ms. Power and Ms. O’Regan each in their own manner embodied an ethos of 
high personal professional standards, an open and willing commitment to their colleagues 
and a deep understanding of the needs and requirements of their students.

�e College community thanks them for all they have given to the life of this school, wish 
them well in their future lives and look forward to their retaining contact with the school 
they have done so much to sustain.

Simon �ompson. 
Principal

Mrs. June Johnston, Ms. Mary Power, Ms. Lucy O’Regan with Bishop Colton the Chairman of the Board 
of Governors who attended the whole school assembly to mark their retirement.
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No. LXXVIII December 2013

EDITORIAL
Welcome one and all to the Midleton College Magazine 2012-2013. �is year we have a wide variety of 
articles, photos and artwork to present a portrait of our vibrant school community. It has been a busy and 
successful year and for a comprehensive account of all that has gone on you should begin by reading Mr. 
�ompson’s Principal’s Report.

Once again academically we had a good year with our students performing well in both the Junior and 
Leaving Certi�cate exams. In the signi�cant achievements feature on page 6 we congratulate Hannah 
Spink on her excellent Leaving Certi�cate results. We also celebrate the academic success of past pupils 
Darragh Crosbie, Kieran James, Loughlin Gethins and Clare Stead who achieved 1st class honours in 
their degree and P.hD courses. It also notes two success stories from Form IV as the National winners 
of the Milk-It awards and as graduates of a UCC computer coding course. Sporting achievements are 
represented by Alex Burns who was selected for Ireland’s U18 hockey team. Overall it was a good year for 
sport in the school as will be seen when you read the relevant articles.

Our Prize Day speaker this year was the Broadcaster Ms. Miriam O’Callaghan. She gave good advice on 
the value of hard work and the importance of kindness to others. �e majority of our students already 
enshrine these two virtues! Ms. O’Callaghan also referenced the late Seamus Heaney and his advice to 
treat critics and begrudgers with “implacable courtesy “ . �e death of Heaney in September was a loss not 
just to literature but to all of Irish cultural life. He was a great poet and in every aspect a true gentleman. 
In his �nal hours he texted his wife “Noli temere” meaning do not be afraid, thinking of others even at the 
very end. Our students could all pro�t from seeing this example of a life well lived. Although the current 
Form VI are mainly interested in the idea that Heaney is almost guaranteed to come up in their exam!

Another big change that occurred in September was among the College Sta� with the retirements of Mrs. 
June Johnston, Ms. Lucy O’Regan and Ms. Mary Power. Physically we have a new enlarged sta� room 
but it sometimes seems a little bit empty with the absence of three such valued colleagues. All three were 
dedicated and experienced teachers who gave their students great encouragement, guidance and advice. 
Lucy in Art, June in Mathematics and Mary in Spanish always seemed able to bring out the best in their 
pupils. We will miss them and we wish them well for a long and happy retirement. Further tributes to 
them can be read elsewhere in the Magazine. We also welcome Ms. Guest, Ms. Wall and Ms. Condon who 
are taking up the torch for the next generation in Maths, Art and Spanish respectively.

In her poem ‘A Question of Travel’ Elizabeth Bishop speculates on the value of seeing the world and 
this year our pupils had many opportunities to test this for themselves, with a wide variety of trips, 
tours and exchanges. �e senior girls’ hockey tour and senior boys’ rugby tour took place in March. �e 
squads travelled to England and even met up for some interdisciplinary  paintballing in Manchester! 
�is November members of Form V went to Berlin on the senior history tour and last April members of 
Form II were also in Germany as part of their student exchange to Ellwangan . Form III had their annual 
exchange to Almeria in Spain in October. �ose that ventured furthest a�eld were the six members of 
Form IV who went to Calcutta under the auspices of �e Hope Foundation. Within Ireland Forms II and 
IV each had enjoyable day trips to the Ballyhass Activities Centre and Form IV had their usual rugged 
week on Heir Island. Form I also had their history �eld trip to Ferrycarrig. Detailed accounts of all these 
adventures may be read elsewhere in the Magazine.

Towards the end of this publication you will �nd articles on the past pupils’ reunion dinner and the 
Jottings section. It is always interesting to �nd out what is going on in the lives of past pupils/former 
classmates. Yet again I urge people to contact the school o�ce or Mrs. Kay Cairns with any news that they 
would care to share with us.

It has been said that ‘punctuality is the politeness of Princes’ that being the case very few of the Magazine 
contributors appear to have royal blood! Inevitably the deadline for submission of articles was treated as a 
moveable feast rather than something set in stone! To those who submitted early or on time you have my 
gratitude as this makes the entire process so much easier. To those who were tardy in their forwarding of 
articles the comment on your Christmas report would read “must try harder”! 
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In conclusion I wish to thank all the sta� and students who took the time and trouble to contribute to 
the Magazine this year. Special thanks must go to Mrs. O’Sullivan-Hourihan, Mrs. Stead and the o�ce 
sta� for their help in typing and collating material. Likewise to Mr. Power and Ms. Linehan for their 
technological and photographic assistance. My gratitude goes to Mrs. Kay Cairns for her compilation of 
the Jottings a task made more di�cult this year due to a serious fall she had this summer. We are glad 
to hear she is making a good recovery. �anks are also due to the Form VI editorial committee for their 
hard work and �nally to Mrs. Shelley O’Reilly for helping to shape and design the �nished version of the 
Magazine. We hope that you, the reader, will enjoy the fruits of our labours!

Editor: J.B. Hickey

Editorial Committee:  O. Anthony, K. Carew, J. Cowhig, C. Cuthbert, E. Doyle, S. Hammond, A. 
McGregor, D. Moore, J. Ottman, J. Swanton, D. Somers, G. Spillane, J. Walsh, 
D. Wood.

Photography:  Mr. Power, Ms. Linehan, Mrs. Curtin, Mr. Leopold, Ms. Wall, Ms. Lawlor, Ms. 
Twomey, Mr. Thompson.

- Ed.

Back Row L-R: D. Moore, J. Swanton, G. Spillane, D. Wood.
Middle Row L-R: A. McGregor, J. Cowhig, K. Carew, D. Somers.
Front Row L-R: E. Doyle, C. Cuthbert, S. Hammond, J. Walsh, J. Ottman. 
(Not pictured O. Anthony).

MAGAZINE COMMITTEE 2013
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SIGNIFICANT ACHIEVEMENTS BY OUR STUDENTS IN 2013

Past pupils that were honoured for 
academic excellence at 3rd level Back Row 
L-R: Kieran James and Loughlin Gethins. 
Also honoured in absentia were Darragh 
Crosbie and Clare Stead. Having attained 
1st class honours in their degrees, all four 
have been awarded fully funded P.hDs from 
T.C.D., U.C.D. and U.C.C. Well done on 
this remarkable success!
Front row L-R: Mr. �ompson, Bishop 
Colton, Ms. O’Callaghan.

Congratulations to Hannah Spink our top Leaving 
Certi�cate student this year on her excellent results. 
Hannah is studying Business, Economic & Social 
Studies at Trinity College Dublin.

Congratulations to Hannah Spink our top Leaving 

Congratulations to �e proud winners of the National Dairy Council Milk-
It award for 2013! Our team had the idea of ‘Milkozade’ which promoted 
milk as a sports drink and their presentation won the top prize beating 
over 300 other entries in the process. Back row L-R: R. Provan-Bessell, a 
representative from the N.D.C., M. de Waziers. Front Row L-R: K. Simpson, 
D. Murphy, E. Daly, J. Beamish.

Pictured L-R: Mr. Seale, Alex Burns and Mr. �ompson. Alex was 
selected to play U18 hockey for Ireland and represented his school 
and his country with skill and pride. Well done on this attainment 
of excellence! 

Pictured L-R: Ciaran Lydon, Anthony O’Shea, Kevin Carew and Mr. 
�ompson. Well done to these Form IV students on graduating from 
the Munster Programming Training Outreach Programme at UCC.
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The following is the Address given by the Principal, Mr 
Simon Thompson, at the Annual Prize Day on 11th 
October 2013.
A mháora, chathoirleach, a dhaoine uaisle, is mór an 
phribhléid agus onóir dom fáilte a chuir roimh gach duine 
anseo inniu chuig ócáid mhór i stair Choláiste Mhainistir 
na Corann an lá bronnadh na nduiseanna dha mhile is a trí 
dheag.

Ba mhaith liom fáilté faoi leith a chur roimh ár aoí clúiteach, 
Miriam O”Ceallachain. Ba mhaith linn ár mbuíochas 
a ghabháil leat as sin. Tá súil againn go mbainfidh tú 
taitneamh as an lá, anseo inár measc.

Miriam O’Callaghan
We thank you for honouring us with your presence as 
Guest Speaker at this year’s Prize Day. It is our privilege 
that Ireland’s foremost current affairs presenter be with 
us today. Your obvious ability is to connect quickly and 
meaningfully with people from all walks of life. At some 
level we all feel we know you. In recent months when 
people have been asked who this year’s Prize Day speaker 
is we have simply replied ‘Miriam’. On behalf of us all I 
congratulate you on your ability to hold such a respected 
place in public life and offer you the certain knowledge of 
the esteem and value in which you are held by us all.

People
If this College is about anything, it is about people. It is 
about encouraging, challenging and supporting people. 
Encouraging and challenging young people to be the best 
that they can be. Our College is an environment where there 
is a rich history, a pride in things eternal, a belief in the 
importance of investing in resources for young people and 
a belief in the value of all who make up the community.

Indeed belief underpins and is central to what we do and 
how we do it. I read with interest Archbishop Clarke’s 
comments in recent days describing the ‘faith culture’ for 
a Church of Ireland school as being ‘a definable element 
of specific religious faith and commitment in the character 
of a school but also a way of life that unselfconsciously 
reflects spiritual values, priorities and standards’. That 
summarises well what we seek to do: to allow our young 
people to grow to be the people they were created by God 
to be. To do so in an environment where they are valued, 
challenged and encouraged.

This ethos was readily identified and highlighted by the 
Inspection team from the DES who summarised their 
experience as follows:

‘In the lessons observed the emphasis was on student 
learning and students were interested and engaged. It was 
evident that teachers are catering for the individual needs 
of their students.

The atmosphere in all lessons observed was characterised 
by warmth and mutual respect. There was a very good 
rapport between the students and the teachers in a secure, 
work orientated atmosphere.’

Those positive comments are not something new about this 
school. They have been experienced for a long time. On 
the first day of this school year, the ‘Friends’ of Midleton 
College Facebook expressed best wishes to the new 1st 
Form students as they started out in their new school.

Here are some of the comments which were posted:

‘OMG, MG, MG. 1948-1954 That is 65 years ago.  
Thanks M.C.’ - Robin Caldwell

‘MC. Great school. Great memories.  
Great friends for life. Love it.’ - Shane Curtin

So in gathering to celebrate the life and success of our 
College over the past year, we can do so mindful of the 
‘Spiritual values, priorities and standards’ that form the 
foundation of who it is we are.

The end of the last academic year was an occasion for 
farewell with the retirements of three of the most admired 
and respected members of our staff, Ms Power, Mrs. 
Johnston and Ms O’Regan. Each in their unique personal 
manner and professional teaching style made indelible 
marks on the history of Midleton College. The tangible 
sense of thanks and sadness on the last day of term was 
evident to all as presentations were made from the Boards, 
students and PTA. We wish each of our colleagues well as 
they set sail into a new dimension of their lives.

It is almost exactly one year since all associated with 
Midleton College were shocked at the sudden passing of 
Dr. Trevor West. Professor West and his family have been 
associated with Midleton College for 80 years. Dr. West 
became a Governor in 1974, taking over the position held 
by his father. For 36 years Dr West served this College with 
loyalty and distinction as Governor and Chair.

If you have a love of academic subjects, if your love is 
the arts or music, if you have a passion for sports, music, 
drama or debating; if you enjoy being able to think for 
yourself and having the freedom to express it, if you feel 
secure in coming to school each day knowing that there 
is an atmosphere of tolerant inclusion, if you believe that 
Midleton retains standards that others have lost: all these 
are aspects of life in Midleton College that Dr West has 
worked to ensure are parts of daily school life and for 
which we are deeply in his debt.

I thank Mrs Maura Lee West for her constant support & 
interest in the life & affairs of the College; their mutual 
kindness in making their home, Charleston, available for 
functions to support activities at the College. We hope Mrs 
West and the wider West family will continue to retain a 
strong link with this College.

Another shock to many with long association with the 
College came with the news from California of the death of 
Dr. Elmer Morrissey, a past student, indeed a past winner 
of the Intermediate Shield. Elmer was remembered with 
fondness by those members of staff who taught him and his 
sister Kelda in the late 1980’s and early 90’s.

Purpose
The challenge that faces the staff of our college every day 
is that second best will not do. For each of our students, our 
responsibility each day is to give educational, pastoral, moral 
and ethical leadership each day. We are role models and must 
live with the responsibilities entrusted to us by parents and 
guardians each day in our interaction with our students.

It is right that the bar of expectation be set high for us. It 
is imperative that we deliver at and beyond our families 
expectations. That is why choosing to be a member of staff 
in our College has to be a pro-active choice by each staff 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 2013
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member, something that they choose knowing the additional 
demands that our positions place on us, but having the  
self-confidence to believe that individually and collectively 
we can reach the high bars we set for ourselves and for our 
students.

Today is an opportunity to acknowledge the contribution 
of each member of staff over the past 12 months in their 
commitment to aspiring to provide the best that can be 
provided for our students. I would now like to ask all of the 
students to express their thanks to their teachers for all they 
have given to them over the past school year.

Renewal of the teaching staff is a vital requirement in the 
lacunae left by the recent retirements of such outstanding 
senior staff members. Ms Ciara Wall, who had been 
working in the College on a part-time basis has now taken 
on the role of senior Art teacher vacated by Ms O’Regan. 
Ms Guest has moved fully into the Mathematics department 
following Mrs Johnston’s retirement. Ms Guest was also, 
during 2013, a member of the Irish women’s rugby team 
which won the Grand Slam in the 6 nations competition 
this year.

Our staff has been joined by Ms Sarah Condon, teaching 
Spanish, Mr Paudie Scanlon teaching Science and Learning 
Support, Ms Christine Murphy teaching Business.

Ms Kristin Hollowell has remained on the staff as the 
College Diocesan youth worker. Uniquely, Midleton 
College funds this position which allows Ms Hollowell 
work in a lay chaplaincy role with all students, while 
also leading youth parish work in the Cloyne Union and 
assisting in Youth work across the Cork, Cloyne and 
Ross diocese. Kristin has developed a trusted and valued 
position among the student community and I thank her for 
the energy, vision and good humour she brings to her role. 
Kristin works directly with one of the greatest human assets 
Midleton College has access to, Dean Alan Marley, Rector 
of the Cloyne Union of parishes.

The international complexion of the College is completed 
by the presence of Kurt Livingston from New Zealand and 
Aislynn Meade from Vancouver Island, Canada as our two 
Resident Gap students for this year.

Mr Shane O’Neill and Ms Rachel Dool have joined the 
residential staff while undertaking their Higher Diploma 
Studies. Mr Darragh Martin has recently joined the Art 
department alongside Ms Wall.

Notwithstanding the strength of our teaching team it is 
simply not possible for them to fulfil their professional 
roles in an effective manner without the support of the other 
staff teams who work in Midleton.

The Nursing team led by Ms. Stead ensures that all of our 
students are provided with appropriate medical care as the 
situation may require. Our students, staff and parents have 
great trust and confidence in our Nursing team.

Our catering team provides food of restaurant standard 
each day to all of us. Whenever there is an additional 
function they take up the challenge of ensuring that the 
best is provided; sports functions, PTA nights, Past Pupils, 
outside speakers. Anyone visiting the College knows they 
will be made welcome and well hosted. To Rory Graham 
and his team our thanks.

Likewise to Mr Gerry Maguire and Ms Thelma Strickland 
and each of the members of the Grounds and Household 
team. To hear visitors speak highly of the condition of the 
grounds, to know that our boarders are comfortable, safe 
and warm gives confidence to us all to continue to aspire 
to be the best that we can be. The works undertaken over 
the course of this Summer were extensive in nature and 
rewarding to see completed on time and on Budget. For this 
we owe thanks to Mr James Bourke, Consultant architect, 
Mr John Hennessy and Tim Crowley, building contractors 
and to our Board for the confidence in commissioning such 
important Capital upgrade works.

Mr Tim Leech has joined the administrative team as 
Financial Administrator since Ms Cliona Hurley’s departure 
last August. Tim has already demonstrated a capacity to 
come to grips with the breadth of his new role while also 
ensuring that our College community have opportunity 
to meet with him and gain confidence in his handling of 
their individual concerns. I welcome Tim and thank him, 
Ms Flynn, Ms Cooney, Ms Lenehan and Ms O’Sullivan-
Hourihan for the vast and diverse range of administrative 
tasks they complete in an effective and efficient manner 
allowing the College to run smoothly each day.

As the enrolment in our school continues to increase, so too 
do the range of needs and supports students in the College 
require to allow them to take their equal place within the 
college community. This year we have three Special Needs 
Assistants, Ms Mary Cocking, Ms Anne Roberts and Ms 
Liz Clifford who are working as members of the broader 
Learning Support team led by Mr Ivan Leopold.

Mr. Morrissey
There is one person without whom Midleton College could 
not function and that is my colleague Mr. Bud Morrissey, 
our Deputy Principal. Mr. Morrissey is a leader to all 
colleagues, an inspiration to our students and a trusted 
professional partner and personal friend. I take this 
opportunity to express our collective gratitude for all that 
he does for the College.

MCA
The Past Pupil’s Association has maintained a long 
and supportive link with the College. In recent weeks 
the Association has shown its support in an extremely 
practical manner, donating €4,000 to the College to be 
used to purchase new equipment for P.E. This will be of 
significant benefit to all the students in the College and is 
tangible evidence of the Association’s active interest in the 
wellbeing of all our students. To Mr John Smyth, President 
and his hard-working committee members I express our 
collective gratitude.

PTA
Our PTA Committee for 2012/13 was led by Ms Grainne 
Keating. Grainne and her fellow Officers, Ms Mandy 
Devlin and Ms Liz Deane brought unremitting application 
to their task ensuring that the PTA continues to expand the 
wide range and depth of involvement it has in the life of 
the College. In addition to once again offering the much 
valued service of the ‘2nd hand uniform sale at Sports Day, 
the committee organised workshops for parents on matters 
such as ‘Your child’s use of IT’, to ‘Positive Mental Well-
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Being for Teenagers’. The PTA organised the photography, 
short story writing and baking competitions and the parents 
social night in April. Thank you to each and every active 
member of the PTA. Together we can be proud of what has 
been achieved for our students and parents.

Leaving Certificate
I now move to review the outcome of the State Examinations 
in 2013. Once again we have the great good fortune of 
celebrating with last year’s 6th Form their individual 
and collective success in the State examinations. Such 
achievement can never be taken for granted or assumed. 
It comes only as a consequence of commitment and 
determination over the full cycle of 5th and 6th Form.

Before doing so I would like to pay tribute to all members 
of last years’ 6th Form. As a group they were friendly, a 
touch zany, good people to be around. You knew there 
would always be a joke, but that if you needed someone’s 
assistance or input, you would get it. I thank each of them 
for the input they gave to the life of this College during 
their education. To those that are here once again today and 
to those that are elsewhere I offer the very best of wishes as 
you move along the road of life. You know you are always 
welcome back to us.

This year 17 of 22 subjects had a 100% pass rate at Higher 
Level. The overall Pass rate was 98%. Once again a 100% 
pass rate was achieved at Higher Level in the 3 Core subjects 
of Irish, English and Mathematics. These figures stand not 
in isolation but as part of a pattern that is broadly repeated 
year on year. They reflect the commitment to work of our 
students, their families and the high level of professional 
leadership provided by the teachers in our Core subject 
areas. I express our collective gratitude to the subject co-
ordinators, Ms MacKillop, Ms Buckley and Mrs Rumley 
and, by extension, to each of their colleagues who maintain 
such high standards in the subjects that all of our students 
study for the duration of their second level education.

All of the humanities, languages and business subjects 
returned a 100% pass rate. In the Sciences a year group of 
47 students took 51 papers where nationally only 56% of 
students took papers in science subjects. For a school of our 
size to have the demand for offering all 3 Business subjects, 
Accounting, Business and Economics is a reflection of 
the interest generated by the quality of teaching of Mr 
Stanley and Mr Gill. Their students once again did them 
proud in the State examinations at both Junior and Leaving 
Certificate and uptake at Junior Cycle threatens to overrun 
into a 3rd class group.

Where nationally the DES celebrates 2% of students 
studying German, here the figure stands at 20%, Spanish 
and French uptake is also nearly double that found across 
the country as a whole.

Prize Winners
The Moore Memorial Prize was inaugurated in 1906 and is 
awarded each year to the student who attains the best set of 
grades in the Leaving Certificate. Hannah Spink, this year’s 
winner, has graduated to Trinity College Dublin where she 
is studying Business Economic and Social Studies. Hannah 
has been a prize-winner on previous occasions within her 
year group. 6th Form is the first time she has topped the 
whole year. Without diminishing the success of others it is 

a credit to Hannah to note that her determination to succeed 
carried her through the travails and difficulties that Leaving 
Certificate places in front of all students with success.

Fiona Power wins the Midleton College Citizenship Award. 
For 6 years Fiona has shown a willingness to support others, 
involve herself in all that is good in the life of the College 
and challenge herself to fulfil her potential. Fiona has been 
a shoulder to friends in difficulty, a wise counsel to students 
in younger years. An enthusiastic participant in the richness 
of College life she filled her days with a joyfulness and 
kindness towards others that creates harmony.

Daniel Wardle has been awarded the Maura Lee West 
Special Achievement award. Daniel was the Head Day Boy 
in 2012, in addition to which he was a member of the senior 
rugby team. Daniel’s talents traverse a wide terrain. He was 
a member of the successful scientific trio, along with Billy 
McCarthy and Graham Corbett, who achieved qualification 
for the World Science EXPO in Shanghai. He was the first 
winner of a medal at the Wesley College Schools Music 
festival, where he won the percussion section. Further he 
was a leading member of the drama group appearing in 4 
musical productions, including a lead role in ‘Back to the 
80’s’. In these varied ways Daniel displayed the appropriate 
qualities and level of application to make him a worthy 
winner.

Success comes in many shapes and forms in our College. 
A look at the prizewinners in the State exams will confirm 
this. Yes, there are prizes for absolute academic excellence, 
these are the class prizes in each year. There are also prizes 
recognising the achievement of students relative to their 
prior attainment, these are the Scholarship Prizes and 
Bishop Hearn Prizes, while those of the Midleton College 
Association and the Principal’s Prizes recognise students’ 
success in facing into and coming through the mountainous 
challenge of the State Exams with success.

Junior Certificate
The achievements in Junior Certificate continue to impress. 
For the 4th year in a row the percentage of students taking 
each of our core subjects (Irish, English and Mathematics), 
at Honours level has risen. In each of these subjects a 
minimum of 80% of the students attained Honours at 
Honours level.

Three quarters of all students studied Business with over 
90% of students attaining Honours at Honours level. In 
each of Home Economics, Geography, History, Art and 
Music, in excess of 80% of the students took the subject 
at Honours level AND attained Honours in each of those 
subjects. 98% of our students studied Science at Honours 
level, as opposed to 72% nationally and 22 Honours level 
A’s were attained in History, an outstanding set of results 
in the subject.

For both students and teachers, neither of those components 
is easily achieved. To do so validates our approach to 
teaching at Junior Cycle. Our methodology is simple in 
description but complex and requiring individual care and 
attention to detail in execution. We aim to keep as many 
students studying as many subjects at Honours level for 
as long as possible. This can only be achieved through 
differential mixed ability teaching, where within any class 
group, sub groups of students are identified and allowed to 
proceed at a pace relative to their own ability. The demands 

9

MidletonColMag2013.indd   9 07/12/2013   19:21



this places on the teaching capability of our subject 
teachers is significant. The levels of attainment we have the 
opportunity to celebrate today evidence of the professional 
capability of those colleagues in whom we place our trust.

Bryony Archer and Clara Roch-Perks share the Intermediate 
Shield having both achieved the same straight A grades in 
8 Honours level subjects. Padraig Power came 3rd overall 
fulfilling the potential that he has demonstrated through 
Junior Certificate. Bryony Archer’s twin sister Katie came 
fourth. Between them the two girls earned 15 Honours level 
A’ grades, while the remainder of the top 10 places were 
separated only by one grade in almost all cases.

Junior Cycle Reforms
The continuing uncertainty regarding the implementation 
of further Junior Cycle Reforms gives cause for concern 
for us all. This college has always set significant store on 
the importance of externally assessed State Examinations. 
The current Junior Certificate examination is, somewhat 
inaccurately, referred to as a ‘Low Status Examination’. In 
the sense that today the Junior Certificate cannot serve as a 
passport to employment or further external study, this may 
be correct.

However as it remains the sole test run for the Leaving 
Certificate and as planned reforms of the Leaving Certificate 
will not commence until 2020, it stands as the best means 
we have for assessing students ability in foundation 
subjects and students only opportunity to test themselves in 
an externally moderated system.

This serves students, parents and teachers well in making 
informed decisions about subjects and levels of study for 
the move into the Leaving certificate cycle. Therefore 
the policy of this College will be to retain nine academic 
subjects for study in the revised junior cycle.

We do not believe that offering a series of 3 or 4 ‘short’, 
‘modular’ courses is in the best interest of developing 14 
or 15 year old students. These opportunities are more than 
sufficiently provided for in the breadth and range of the 4th 
Form / Transition Year Programme.

In seeking to ensure that this College continues to provide 
all of our students with the opportunity to experience 
personal success and to gain an informed insight into their 
best domains of future study we will continue to prioritise 
academic, subject-based study in our Junior Cycle 
programme.

Sa bhliain 2013 bhí cigireacht ar an ábhar Gaeilge i gcoláiste 
Mhainistir na Corann. Mhol an cigire na múinteoirí as an 
stádas atá ag an Gaeilge sa churaclam. Thug sí faoi deara 
an cháilíocht agus an réimse gníomhaíochtaí atá ar fáil do 
dhaltaí sa Ghaeilge. Tá sé thar a bheith tabhachtach gur 
thosaigh scúduithe béil sa Ghaeilge don Teastas Sóisearach 
i mbliana. Tá na daltaí agus na múinteoirí inmholta mar go 
bhfuair said torthaí don scoth i mbliana.

Our programme of international exchanges to extend 
our language teaching continues to evolve and develop. 
We have just completed the fourth visit of students from 
Ellwangen College in Stuttgart and next week twenty four 
3rd Form students travel to Almeria in Spain for the Spanish 
exchange visit. Students continue to be facilitated with the 
opportunity to undertake study visits in France and, after 

a slight hiatus last year, Chinese has re-commenced under 
the auspices of the Confucius Institute at UCC.

The international dimension for the College in senior cycle 
has been further enhanced by the signing of a bi-lateral 
agreement between Midleton College and Kemai Gauken 
school of Tokyo. This year Mizuki Konya is spending the 
year in Midleton College, following the completion of 
which there will be the opportunity for a student to spend a 
school year in Tokyo in the future.

The importance of the study of languages extends to 
including Computer coding. As part of our Science Club, 
Mr Scanlon is teaching students C++, while students 
involved in IT with Ms Linehan are also studying C++ and 
Scratch App design.

There are 4,000 jobs currently unfilled in Ireland in the 
area of IT and languages combined. We are determined 
that our students will, in years to come, be able to pursue 
employment in these areas if they wish.

4th Form / Transition Year
In 4th Form, our Transition Year, the range of achievement 
was outstanding, a credit to the curriculum implemented by 
teachers in all subject areas and co-ordinated by Mr Stanley 
and the Form Teachers, Ms O’Regan, Mr Power and Mr Gill.

The entire year group undertook a project to produce a 
book of creative writing, short stories and poems; ‘Words’. 
This production is unique, every single member of the year 
has made a contribution. The final product is the outcome 
of a commitment to the slow process of allowing a final 
piece of work to emerge.

Anthony O’Shea, Ciaran Lydon and Kevin Carew graduated 
from the Munster Programming Training Outreach 
Programme at UCC. Midleton was one of only 3 schools to 
have 3 students complete the 21 week course which ran at 
weekends, a significant commitment for any young person 
to make, but a worthwhile one.

An indepth challenging curriculum, flushed out over one 
third of the 100 students who commenced the course, but 
Kevin, Anthony and Ciaran came through with success. In 
this they were guided with care by Ms Linehan, our IT Co-
ordinator. The Munster Programming Training initiative, 
which began in 2004, is designed to encourage transition 
year students to open their minds to the various areas of 
computer programming and multimedia.

The course began with an introduction to C programming, 
followed by web design, flash animation and lastly film 
production. The opportunity has provided the students with 
an invaluable insight into the growing IT industry.

The course culminated in a graduation ceremony on 
Wednesday 22nd May. Speakers at the ceremony included 
Dr. Sabin Tabirca (Programme Co-ordinator) and Bill Lioa 
(Co-founder of Coder Dojo).

Milkozade (National Dairy Council)
Midleton College won the Overall Prize in the National 
Dairy Council Milk-It Awards in May. The group won the 
top prize, beating over 300 participants. The Milkozade 
team based their project on how milk can be used as a 
sports drink instead of other popular soft drinks.

Accompanied by Ms. Linehan the team of Danny Murphy, 
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Ruth Provan-Bessell, Kieran Simpson, Eoghan Daly, 
Margaux de Waziers and Josh Beamish gave an excellent 
presentation at the Mansion House.

The Milk-It awards aim to promote the benefits of dairy 
products to young people. Participating teams promote milk 
and other dairy products through an advertising campaign 
based around their school.

Eva Bourke, Kate Fleming and Ellen Ryall reached the 
national finals of the BT Young Scientist competition in 
Dublin. Their project on Liver Fluke was of an extremely 
practical nature and as well as having good content involved 
significant delving in entrails for source material.

Midleton continues to work in support of The HOPE 
Foundation. Our College has sponsored a Night Ambulance, 
funded the equipment and salaried the Doctors and nurses 
who operate it each night of the year in Kolkatta. Over the 
past decade the College community, led by our successive 
Transition Year students and co-ordinated by Mr Preston, 
has raised in excess of €250,000 for HOPE. In that time 
48 students have had the opportunity to travel to Kolkatta 
to witness the work of the HOPE organisation. Each one 
has in some way been transformed as an individual by the 
work they have seen HOPE undertake and by the warmth, 
love and affection they have received from everyone they 
have met. It is a privilege to have Maureen Forrest, Chair of 
the HOPE Foundation here today, especially as our Guest 
Speaker is a HOPE International Ambassador.

Transition Year Student, Caoimhe Walsh, was selected as 
a finalist in the national Doodle4Google competition. The 
competition entitled “My Invention” invited students to 
create a Google logo under this heading. Caoimhe’s entry 
was based on imagination, including colourful flowers 
and fairies, as “magical inventions of the mind”. Caoimhe 
was first selected as one of 300 semi finalists in January 
and was one of the 75 finalists selected for the final stage 
of the competition. Caoimhe’s artistic talent was clearly 
demonstrated in her brilliant composition which saw her 
reach the national final in her category.

The Midleton Inter-schools cookery competition 
took place last year, the theme was sustainability and on 
promoting local produce which links in with us being a slow 
food school. It was the first time the schools in Midleton 
have come together on a project of this type. Midleton won 
the junior category and the winning team was Charlotte 
Hall and Sarah Deane.

The take up for the Gaisce/ The President’s Award 
this year has been simply extraordinary. Over 50 students 
commenced and completed this demanding year-long 
programme of personal challenges. The social leadership 
required of Gaisce participants provides them with 
important opportunities to engage with their community, 
be active within the community and develop their own 
network of linkages, giving purpose to their actions, 
among the community. In these ways our young people’s 
sense of personal worth and value may be reinforced and 
strengthened. Mr Gill and Ms Twomey deserve great credit 
for the manner in which they have extended the profile of 
the Gaisce awards in recent years.

The Young Rotary Club has undertaken a wide range of 
functions supporting the vulnerable in the community. They 

made history this year, when, led by Jack Cowhig and Ms 
Twomey, they became the first group from the College to 
be invited to participate in the Saint Patrick’s Day Festival 
in Newport Rhode Island.

The negative impact of  
Alcohol on young people

I would like to move away from the successes of our 
students in all aspects of their education to focus on what 
I see as one of the major threats to our young people’s 
personal and social development. We are all aware of the 
threat that alcohol places to young people in Irish society. 
Access is too easy for many young people, including our 
own students. Consumption levels among under 18’s in 
Ireland remain among the highest per capita in both the 
OECD countries and the European Union. We have to 
seek to address this within our own community. Earlier 
this year the PTA produced a protocol for guidance for all 
parents/ guardians regarding our responsibilities with our 
own children and, more particularly, with other families 
children in relation to alcohol.

EU research from 2010 found Ireland had the highest rate 
of ‘Binge drinking’ in the 15-24 year old age group across 
the entire European Union.

We have to accept the primary responsibility for the alcohol 
consumption by our children.

Some simple facts: Older teenagers will buy alcohol for 
underage teenagers. Strangers will give in to pester power 
and buy alcohol, others will do so for a part-payment.

Young people in Midleton drink in the Bailick public 
walkway area, Ballyannan woods, the unoccupied lands 
on the Baillinacurra road. They do so during weekend 
afternoons, Thursday, Friday, Saturday, Sunday nights.

Do you know where your children are?

Such can be the influence of peer pressure young people 
will give inaccurate information to parents about who they 
are with and where they are: ‘Just heading into town to 
meet the gang’

Deconstruct that: Ask yourself, What does that mean?

Do you really know where your children are?

We will not accept alcohol on the campus of the College 
or as part of any College activity. We do this in support 
of our belief in the healthy development of our students 
physiologically and as people. Students cannot afford to 
miss days at school as a result of alcohol consumption, but 
I know it can happen.

Some students can feel pressurised into consuming alcohol 
in the presence of others who are already doing so. We 
know also that in such circumstances young people can be 
engaged in sexual activity which they do not consent to or 
which they instantly regret.

In the presence of so many parents today I ask that each of 
us examine our experience as parents: Never allow other 
people’s children to consume alcohol when in our care: 
never act in a way that undermines other parents choice as 
to if and when their children may consume alcohol.

Fundraising
We are reliant on internal investment and prudent financial 
planning to allow us to continue to develop our campus to 
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meet the needs of this and future generations of College 
students and the wider community.

You will all be aware that our major fundraising project is 
to build a sports complex at the College. Two years ago this 
project commenced. To date we have secured €400,000 
through direct donations, support for events and pledges 
extending over a period of time. This enormous expression 
of tangible belief in bringing this project to a reality has 
allowed the Board to engage an independent external 
review of the existing plans and costings with a view to 
identifying cost savings consequential on a changed 
economic environment. This review is being led by Mr Ken 
McIlreavy. The Board will receive this report at its next 
meeting in October, from which it will be able to set out 
its course of action to most effectively push this project 
forward to completion.

Our fundraising committee deserves great credit for their 
outstanding commitment to the organisation of various 
events and strategies over the past year including the 
Christmas Fayre.

This week every student in the College completed a 
Sponsored Walk, next week a Hockey Blitz takes place 
at the college and on the 22nd November a social night at 
Curaheen Greyhound Track takes place.

These events are a crucial element of our fundraising which 
take enormous amounts of voluntary giving by those who 
undertake them. To each person who has done so in the past 
year, your work is deeply appreciated.

Broader Education
In the sporting domain our College continues to witness high 
levels of student participation and outstanding examples of 
collective and individual success. In the past year a number 
of students or former students have represented Ireland in 
their chosen field:

• David Kenefick in single-handed sailing

•  Nick Simonin and Josh O’Sullivan-Hourihan in the  
World Orienteering Championships

•  Alex Burns on the tournament winning Irish U18 
hockey team in Poland

• Kenny Wight on the Irish Junior Snooker team

• Padraig Fives on the Irish Junior Tethrathlon Team

•  Zac O’Sullivan-Hourihan on the Irish Junior  
Orienteering Team

Robbie Steele and Bryan Moore gained selection for the 
Munster U18 squad. Bryan also captained the senior side 
to victory in the Mungret Cup against Bandon, a 3 – 0 
scoreline that was proof positive of the belief that to the 
brave and the faithful nothing is impossible. In Junior rugby 
Eoghan Daly led the JCT to victory in the Mungret Shield, 
a victory that was earned through skill in attack, crunching 
tackling in defence and calm heads when the pressure came 
on in the final quarter against Bandon.

In boys’ hockey, Mr Seale took on the role of senior coach 
for the first time. John McEvoy captained the senior team for 
the year and lead with the quiet authority that is his hallmark. 
Alex Burns was selected for the Irish U18 team, a wonderful 
achievement for him and his family. Alex, Rob Johnston, 
Andrew McGregor, Owen Chambers and Daniel Moore 

were selected for the Munster U18 squad. Declan Murphy 
and Alex Deane achieved selection for the Munster U16’s.

The 1st Form teams were victorious in the inter-schools 
Blitz.

In girls hockey Sinead James and Angel Axson were 
selected for the Munster U18 squad. The senior team was 
captained by Fiona Power and coached for the first time 
by Mr Levis. A young squad, they responded readily to the 
demands of their new coach who earned the squad’s respect 
through his encouragement and drive all season long. The 
junior girls, captained by Julie Ryall were unbeaten in 
every game bar one throughout the season. Unfortunately 
the one was the Cup final against Rockwell. Nonetheless 
their success bodes well for the future of girls hockey this 
year and into the future.

Girls’ soccer continues to grow in participation and this 
season sees Mr Jason Browne join Mr O’Neill and Ms 
O’Riordan on the coaching ticket. The senior girls are 
now being pushed by the girls in the junior years whose 
application to training and coherent teamwork is yielding 
ever improving results.

On the day of the Sports teams’ photographs last May, in 
excess of 240 students from a total enrolment of 350 were 
photographed as members of one or more teams. 60% of the 
College involved in team or individual sports representing 
an important expression of the positive mental attitude and 
health of our College community. In addition to the main 
team sports, students also represented the College in Golf, 
Horse-riding, athletics, orienteering and chess.

Conclusion
All of our activities take place under the overview of our 
Boards, most especially our Boards of Management and 
Directors. To each of them I express the hope that you 
believe your commitment and vision for this College is 
being fulfilled in what you have heard today and in what 
you see whenever you are on the campus. Each of you 
is owed a debt of thanks from the entire community for 
your determination that this College thrive and grow as an 
important centre for education and personal development 
in Munster. I express my personal gratitude to you all 
and especially to our Chairperson, Bishop Colton, for his 
dynamic leadership, his care for all who live and work in 
the College and his counsel to me at all times when needed.

I believe that Midleton College stands as an example of 
what young people can achieve in a dynamic and structured 
setting. I hope a portion of that has been demonstrated today.

Collectively, as parents and staff, we share the aim of 
providing the best spiritual, human and physical resources 
for our students. We do so because we believe in the 
absolute value of education. We believe that in seeking 
the best from ourselves we can provide a quality of 
academic and pastoral experience that will best support an 
unselfconscious personal development in our students with 
clear priorities and standards. From this course our College 
will not be diverted, no matter what challenges the external 
environment creates. Our students, your children, deserve 
no less.

Simon Thompson 
Principal 

October 2013
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COLLEGE STAFF 
TEACHING 
Mr. Simon Thompson, B.A., M.Ed.  Principal Religious Studies 
Mr. Bud Morrissey, B.A.  Deputy Principal Geography 
Mr. Ivan Leopold, B.A.  . Learning Support, History 
Mr. Martin Preston, B.A. . History 
Mr. Ray Power, B.Sc. . Biology, Science 
Mrs. Margaret Rumley, B.Sc.  Mathematics 
Mrs. Louise Curtin, B.Sc. . Chemistry, Science, Biology 
Ms. Gobnait Buckley, B.A., M.Ed.  Irish, S.P.H.E.  
Ms. Allie MacKillop, B.A.  . English, Horticulture 
Mr. Brian Hickey, B.A.  . English, C.S.P.E.,  
Mr. Kevin Stanley, B.Ag.Sc. . Business, Business Studies, Agricultural Science 
Miss Catriona Hassey, B.Sc.   Mathematics, Science, Biology 
Mr. Ken O’Neill, B.Agr.Sc., M.Ed.Sc. . Physics, Science 
Mrs. Jane O’Sullivan, B.A. M.Ed. . French 
Mr. Paul Cashman, B.A. . Geography, Religion 
Mrs Elizabeth McMahon, B.A.  . English, Learning Support 
Ms. Lisa Kelleher, B.A. . French, Spanish 
Mr. Chris Baker, B.A., (LCL) . History, T.E.F.L. 
Mr. Brian Gill, B.A. . Economics, Accounting, Business Studies 
Mr. Mitch McGuckin, B.A. . Mathematics. Learning Support 
Ms. Laura Guest, B.Sc.Ed . Science, Mathematics 
Ms. Mary Linehan, B.A. . I.T., English, Learning Support  
Ms. Melanie Henry, Dipl.-Germ. (Univ.) – DaF German 
Miss Hannah Dennehy, BA Mus. Grad Dip Ed. (Mus) Music 
Mr. Cormac Nugent, B.Ed. . . Physical Education, Irish 
Ms. Niamh Lawlor, B.Ed. Home Econ., Ec Bus. Home Economics 
Ms. Orla Cotter, B.Ed. . Physical Education, Irish 
Ms, Mariel Twomey, B.A. Mus. PDGE(History&Music) MBS.MAGC Guidance Counsellor 
Ms. Catherine Donnelly, B.A. . Spanish 
Mr. Ian Sexton, G.T.C.L. (Hons), L.T.C.L., L.R.S.M., F.R.S.A. Music 
Ms. Ciara Wall B.A. M.A. . Art 
Mr. Eamonn Doyle B.A. M.A . English 
Mr. Andrew Levis, B.Sc. Hons . Geography, C.S.P.E, Physical Education 
Ms. Bridget O’Riordan, B.A. M.Sc. . English, History, Learning Support 
Mr. Daragh Martin, B.A. Art . Art 
Mr Paudie Scanlon BSc MSc  Science, Mathematics, Learning Support  
Ms Christine Murphy B.Bus., M.Bus . Business Studies, Accounting, T.E.F.L.  
Ms. Rachel Dool BSc. MSc. . Maths, Science 
Mr. Shane O’Neill   History 
Mr. Clive Seale, B. Tech.  Physical Education, Sports Coaching 
Ms. Mary Cocking . Special Needs Assistant 
Miss Liz Clifford, B.Sc. H. Dip in Disability Studies Special Needs Assistant 
Ms. Anne Roberts Dip in Disability Studies. . Special Needs Assistant 
Mr. Christian Schmidt, 1st State Exam English/Chemistry German (Foreign Language Assistant)
Librarian: Mrs. P. Stead 
Career Guidance: Ms.  Mariel Twomey 
Director of Choral Music: Mr. I. Sexton 
Conductor of Ensemble: Mr. C. Nicholls 
Transition Year Co-ordinator: Mr. K. Stanley 
Gap Student: Mr. Kurt Livingston, Ms. Aislynn Mede 
Cork Diocesan Youth Liaison : Miss Kristin Hollowell 
Medical Officers: Dr. B. Jordan and Dr. C. Healy 
Nurses: Mrs. P. Stead, Ms. K. McNamara, Mrs. A. O’Dwyer, Ms. K. Ryan 
Household Manager: Ms. T. Strickland B.A 
Chef: Mr. R. Graham 
Grounds Manager: Mr. G. Maguire. 
Grounds Staff: Mr. L. Power, Mr. T. Jones, Mr. J. Hennessy 
Financial Administrator: Mr. T. Leech B.A., BSc. 
Administration:    Mrs. R. O’Sullivan-Hourihan, Mrs. E. Flynn,  Mrs. C. Cashman Ms. E. Lenehan, and Mrs. S. Cooney
Household Staff:  Mrs. J. O’Brien, Mrs. H. Sinclair, Mrs. M. Barry, Ms. M. Duggan, Ms. N. Lomansey,  Mrs. S. Foley, 

Mrs. G. Tomczuk, Mrs. E. Power, Mrs. K. Smith, Mrs. J. Mulcahy,  Mrs. C. Daly,  Mrs. K. Cody,  
Mrs. A. Nixon, Ms. K. Woronivch, Ms. R.Sisk, Mrs K Habrych-Jeczkowska.

PREFECTS:
Senior Boarding Boy:    David Wood  Senior Boarding Girl:  Jane Walsh 
Senior Day Boy: Andrew McGregor Senior Day Girl: Olwyn Anthony

GIRLS: Sophie Hammond, Rachel Hornibrook, Rachel Kennedy, Sally Poynton
BOYS: Owen Chambers, Jack Cowhig, Ross Donovan, Luke Hevers, Paul Kingston, Daniel Moore
STUDENT COUNCIL: Chairperson:  Misael O’Brien   Committee: Isabelle Tanner, Aoife Dunne, David Wood, Kieran Carew, Gavin 
Spillane, Colin Clarke, Ciaran Lydon, Peter Matthews, Ed Hayes, Fergal Roche, Isabel Tanner, Mark Humphreys, Ciaran McGregor, 
Sophie Johnston, Oisín Parsons, Liam Mariga, George Hennessy, Gabrielle Humpreys,  Caoimhe Parsons, Sean Hayes, Diarmuid Phelan

13

MidletonColMag2013.indd   13 07/12/2013   19:21



TEACHING STAFF RESPONSIBILITIES 2013-2014

Mr. Simon Thompson: Principal

Mr. Bud Morrissey:  Deputy Principal, Head of Boarding, Co-ordinator of Duty Rota, 
Timetable Co-Ordinator, Form Teacher.

ASSISTANT PRINCIPALS   RESPONSIBILITY

Mr. Ivan Leopold Job Placement Co-ordinator, Form Teacher.

SPECIAL DUTIES TEACHERS    

Mr. Martin Preston  Form Teacher, House Exam Co-ordinator, Tuck Shop Co-ordinator, 
Rugby Secretary.

Mr. Ray Power Form Teacher, IT Purchasing & Support, October Returns. 

Mrs. Margaret Rumley Form Teacher, School Attendance and Absences.

Ms. Louise Curtin Form Teacher, School Books/Stationery Purchasing.

Ms. Gobnait Buckley Student Council Co-ordinator, Form Teacher.

BOARDING RESPONSIBILITIES

Ms. Niamh Lawlor Head of Girls Boarding

Mr. Andrew Levis Head of Boys Boarding

Ms. Bridget O’Riordan Resident Teaching Staff

Ms. Rachel Dool Resident Teaching Staff

Mr. Shane O’Neill Resident Teaching Staff

Mr. Christian Schmidt Resident Teaching Staff

LEARNING SUPPORT EDUCATION TRANSITION YEAR CO-ORDINATOR

Mr. Ivan Leopold Mr. Kevin Stanley

Ms. Liz McMachon   

Ms. Mary Linehan UCAS/CAO APPLICATIONS

Mr. Mitch McGuckin Ms. Mariel Twomey 

IT & COLLEGE WEBSITE CO-ORDINATOR ANNUAL MAGAZINE

Ms. Mary Linehan Mr. Brian Hickey

IT PURCHASING and SUPPORT EXCHANGE PROGRAMME CO-ORDINATORS

Mr. Ray Power Ms. Jane O’Sullivan - French

 Ms. Melanie Henry - German

 Ms. Catherine Donnelly - Spanish

FESTIVAL CHOIR ORCHESTRA

Mr. Ian Sexton Mr. Colin Nicholls

 Mrs. Angela Nicholls
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GAMES AND EXTRA-CURRICULAR

BOYS HOCKEY GIRLS HOCKEY RUGBY GIRLS SOCCER

Mr. Clive Seale Mr. Andrew Levis Mr. Ray Power Mr. Ken O’Neill

Ms. Catriona Hassey Ms. Liz Clifford Ms. Laura Guest Ms. Bridget O’Riordan

Mr. Cormac Nugent Ms. Orla Cotter Mr. Paul Cashman Mr. Jason Browne

Mr. Andrew Power Mr. Daniel Mulligan Mr. Kevin Stanley

Mr. David Lombard Ms. Rachel Dool Mr. Andrew McCarthy

 Ms. Kristin Hollowell Mr. Mitchell McGuckin

  Mr. Brian Gill

  Mr. Martin Preston

FITNESS CRICKET TENNIS ORIENTEERING 
CO-ORDINATOR

Mr. Cormac Nugent Mr. Jim Doran Mr. Clive Seale Mrs. Rosemarie O’Sullivan-Hourihan

 Mr. Andrew Levis  Mr. Shane O’Neill

ATHLETICS  EQUESTRIAN GOLF  CHESS

Mr. Cormac Nugent Mrs. Paula Stead Ms. Hannah Dennehy Mr. Brian Hickey

Ms. Orla Cotter

DRAMA IRISH CLUB DEBATING YOUNG SCIENTIST CLUB

Mr. Eamonn Doyle Ms. Gobnait Buckley  Mr. Chris Baker Mr. Paudie Scanlon

Ms. Kristin Hollowell

BOOK CLUB HORTICULTURE COOKERY CLUB ART CLUB

Ms. Allie  MacKillop Ms. Allie MacKillop Ms. Niamh Lawlor Ms. Ciara Wall

Ms. Robinson Ms. Susan Turner

PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB  YOUNG ROTARY CLUB

Ms. Mary Linehan  Ms. Mariel Twomey

CHOIR ORCHESTRA MUSIC LESSONS

Mr. Ian Sexton Mr. Colin Nicholls Ms. Hannah Dennehy (Piano)

 Ms. Angela Nicholls Mr. Ian Sexton (Piano & Singing)

  Mr. Ray O’Callaghan (Guitar)

  Ms. Deirdre Long (Piano, Singing & Music Theory)

  Fiona Flavin (Singing)

  Ms. Helen Lynch (Guitar, Violin & Piano)
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PRIZE LIST 2013

LEAVING CERTIFICATE  2013

Moore Memorial Prize:
Hannah Spink

Midleton College Citizenship Prize:
Fiona Power

Maura Lee West Prize for Special Achievement:
Dan Wardle

James McNeill West Memorial Prize for Mathematics:
Hannah Spink, Billy McCarthy, John McEvoy

A.I.B. Leaving Certificate Prize for English:
Dan Wardle

Webster Memorial Prize for English:
Oliver Ind

Long Memorial Prize for Irish:
Jack Gibbons, Ned O’Shea, Claire Douglas

J.H. Bennett Memorial Prize for Chemistry:
Billy McCarthy

Bank of Ireland Leaving Certificate Prize for Physics:
Billy McCarthy

Iris Olive Atkins Memorial Prize for Biology:
Hannah Spink, Kate Phelan

Alan McBeth Memorial Prize for Languages:
Jack Gibbons, Jessica Knoblauch, Dylan MacGafraidh

B.J Hickey Memorial Prize for Modern Languages:
Kevin Laatz

Isaac Butt Memorial Prize for History:
John McEvoy, Oliver Ind, Graham Corbett

J.W. Smyth Prize for Leaving Certificate Geography:
Billy McCarthy, Jack Gibbons, Kim Crosbie

Dorothy West Memorial Prize for Business:
John McEvoy

Bishop Hearn Memorial Prize:
Daniel Tierney, Rachel Quinn, Fiona Power, Ben Sly

Principal’s Prize:
Patrick Delahunty

Midleton College Association Prize:
Éamon Moloney, Eric Stapleton, Donnchadh Gethins

Midleton College Prize for Applied Maths: 
Dan Wardle

Bank of Ireland Prize for Economics:
Graham Corbett

Bank of Ireland Prize for Accounting:
John McEvoy

Tait Prize for Agricultural Science:
Kim Crosbie, James Pope

Midleton College Prize for Home Economics:
Claire Douglas

Midleton College Prize for Religious Education:
Chantelle Thomas

Mrs. E.F. Bennett Memorial Prize for Music:
Jessica Knoblauch

Brian D. Cairns Memorial Prize for Singing:
Hannah Spink

Tait Prize for Creative Writing:
Hannah Spink, Kate Phelan

Midleton College Art Prize:
Claire Douglas

 

JUNIOR CERTIFICATE 2013

Intermediate Shield:
Bryony Archer, Clara Roch-Perks

CLASS PRIZES:
Pádraig Power, Katie Archer, Tao Yu, Oliver Norton, 
Martha O’Leary, Julian Power, Richenda Thomas

Midleton College Scholarship Prize:
Alexandra Aldous, Edward Cloete, Mark Humphreys, 
Lilli MacMonagle, Vivienne O’Hara, Ronan O’Mahony, 
Luke Pierce, Philip Punch, Fergal Roche, Jack Ryan, Jake 
Spreadborough, Isabel Tanner

Midleton College Association Prize:
Ella Compton, Ciprion Devine, James Doyle, Adam 
Hoban

Midleton College Principal’s Prize:
Fionn Baily, Brian Landen, Liam Farrell, Brian O’Farrell

CLASS PRIZES:
Dr. F.M. Hilliard Memorial Prize for Form V:
Andrew McGregor, Eoin Doyle, Olwyn Anthony, Conor 
Sheehy, Daniel Moore, Jack Cowhig, Owen Chambers, 
Jane Walsh, Felix Fischer, Rachel Hornibrook

Form IV:
Kevin Carew, Ruth Provan-Bessell, Sinéad James, Sophie 
Keating, Sonia Stronach, Jaco Bronkhorst, Christian 
Lynch, Kieran Simpson, Joseph Lydon, Ellen Ryall, Kate 
Fleming

Form II:
Grace Smith, Julie Ryall, Adam Morris, Adam Ford, Niall 
Quill, Oisín Parsons, Ava Burns, Maeve Kingston, Ciaran 
McGregor, Paddy O’Shea, Isaac O’Sullivan-Hourihan

Form I: 
Liam Mariga, Charley Moore, Bryan McHugh, Benedicta 
Alapini, David Byron, Gilbert Haberlin, Katen Duffy, 
Alice O’Donnell, Max White, Hannah Duffy, Maeve 
Rutledge

 

Ron Little Memorial Prize for Practical Science:
Liam Mariga
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HAIL AND FAREWELL

AVETE 2013
The following entered the College at the beginning of the academic year.  We bid them welcome and wish them happy 
and rewarding careers in the College.

BOYS: Cathal Bane, Adam Beamish, Jack Bowles, Alfonso 
Calzado, Jack Cardoso Murphy, Rory Cheasty, Ultan 
Cunningham, Jason Daly, Sam Daniels, John Deane, Mark 
Donnelly, Ben Donovan, Rowen Doyle, Ciarán Dunne-Lyons, 
Fionn English, Iarfhlaith Farrell, Sam Feighan-Kingston, 
David Folarin, Stephen Ford, Joseph Graf von Spee, Patrick 
Harty, Seán Hayes, Conor Hennessy, Liam Hennigan, Luca 
Howard, Hugh Jeffery, Darren Kenneally, Philipp Leher, 
Eric Lo, Jonathan Mahony, Richard Major, Ben Malito, 
Seán Marley, Tiarnán McCarthy, Calvin McDonagh, Daniel 
McGauran, Sam Mitchell, Alex Moore, Art Moore, Ruairí 
Morrison, Robert O’Leary, Mijitaire Olu-Ikpen, Douglas 
Quealey, Conor O’Riordan, Adam O’Shea, Tobi Oshikoya, 
Diarmaid Phelan, Aimé Picornell, Cameron Rose, Oisín 
Rudge, Mark Stafford, Simon Walsh, Sayef Ziad.

GIRLS: Ana Abellán Solesio, Gabriela Abellán Solesio, 
Onome Akhilomen, Patricia Aparicio Gómez, Ines 
Arrecubieta, Shirley Bailey, Laurileigh Baker, Hannah 
Beckingham, Laura Casey, Sarah Collins, Agueda Cortilla, 
Nadya Deeny, Sonsoles Diaz Solesio, Rachel Fleming, 
Belén Garrido Solesio, Céire Graham, Emma Haynes, 
Matylda Jablonka, Clara Keane, Aisling Kiy, Sarah-Jane 
Lynch, Mizuki Konya, Ines Mera Gem, Jessie McCarthy, 
Doireann McCaughley, Claudia Monzon Cabrera, Azusa 
Nakazato, Carmen Navarrete Montojo, Elaine O’Brien, 
Elena O’Galligan, Emily O’Hara, Kate O’Riordan, 
Caoimhe O’Sullivan, Caoimhe Parsons, Sophia Poloczek, 
Áine Quill, María Rufo Fernández, Chelsea Sutherland, 
Marie Tatta, Adriana Urunuela Carrion, Libby Whyte, 
Mina Wu.

Graham Corbett
 University College Cork- Bachelor of 
Commerce

Kim Crosbie
 Dublin City University - Aviation 
Studies

David Cullinane
 Cork Institute of Technology- 
Engineering 

Luke Deane
 Waterford Institute of Technology - 
Business

Patrick Delahunty University College Cork - Arts
Claire Douglas  University of Limerick - Psychology

Adam Erangey
 Cork Institute of Technology – 
Business Studies

Donnchadh Gethins University College Cork - Arts 

Jack Gibbons
 University College Cork - Sports 
Science

Adam Goodier
 Employed in Medical Engineering 
Sector in Fermoy, Ireland.

Nicholas Hoppenstaedt
 University of Salzburg- Sport and 
Event Management

Kepa Igos
 Salamanca University- Commercial 
Pilot

Oliver Ind
 University College Dublin - History 
and Sociology

David Irwin
 University College Cork - 
Architecture

Oliver Kane University College Cork - Arts

Jessica Knoblauch
 University College Dublin - 
International Languages

Kevin Laatz
 University College Cork - Computer 
Science

Dylan MacGafraidh University College Cork - Arts

Billy McCarthy
 University College Cork - Biological 
and Chemical Sciences

John McEvoy  University College Cork - Commerce

Éamon Moloney
 Cork Institute of Technology- 
Electrical Engineering 

Paddy Moloney Working Recording Studio

Carlota Monzon Cabrero
 Complutense University Madrid 
- Marketing Management & 
Administration of Fashion

Bryan Moore Carragh Agricultural College 

Ned O’Shea University College Cork - Arts

Kate Phelan
 University College Cork - 
International Development 

James Pope
 University College Dublin - 
Agriculture

Fiona Power
 Trinity College Dublin/St James’ 
Hospital - General Nursing

David Poynton
 Tralee Institute of Technology – 
Hospitality Studies

Ivette Pujol Dalmau
 Navarra University- Business 
Administration

Rachel Quinn
 Trinity College Dublin/St James’ 
Hospital - General Nursing

Gary Russell
 Sligo Institute of Technology - 
Forensics

Conor Simpson
 Cork Institute of Technology - 
Multimedia

Benjamin Sly
 University College Cork- Business 
Information Systems

Caitríona Smiddy University College Cork- Arts

Hannah Spink
 Trinity College Dublin - Business, 
Economic & Social Studies

Eric Stapleton
 Colaiste an Chraoibhín Fermoy – 
Business Studies

Robert Steele
 National Marine College - Marine 
Engineering 

Chantelle Thomas
 Mary Immaculate College, Limerick 
- Primary Teaching

Daniel Tierney University College Cork- Arts
Cassidy Toomey Deane College, Cork
Max Von Der Heidt Gap year in Australia

Tiger Waite
 Cork Institute of Technology - 
Popular Music

Daniel Wardle
 University College Dublin - 
Engineering

Daniel Wathen
 Cork Institute of Technology - 
Business Studies

Rachel Wight Gap year

Adrian Zimmer
 Maastricht University (Holland) 
International Business

VALETE 2013
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PRIZE DAY 2013

This year Prize Day took place on Friday 11th of 
October.  The whole school community assembled in the 
Silversprings Moran Hotel for the occasion.  Bishop Paul 
Colton in his role as chairman of the Board of Governors 
welcomed everyone and was fulsome in his praise of our 
guest speaker Ms. Miriam O’Callaghan, the well-known 
R.T.E. broadcaster and journalist.

The next order of business was Mr. Thompson’s delivery 
of the Principal’s Report. As usual this was an interesting 
and thorough review of the myriad events of the previous 
year within the school community. This report may be read 
on page 6.

When the Bishop introduced Ms. O’Callaghan he gave 
a brief C.V. of her many impressive achievements which 
certainly whetted the audience’s appetite to hear what she 
would have to say. Ms. O’Callaghan began by explaining 
why “perseverance pays off” in that it was repeated gentle 
‘nagging’ by Board member Mr. Alan  Crosbie which 
secured her as our guest speaker! Drawing from her 
own maternal experience she pointed out that when her 
children complain that school is ‘boring’ she reminds them 
to appreciate it more and to always try and “give back” 
something to the life of the school!

With admirable honesty and self-deprecation she  categorised 
herself as having been a “big swot” in school. But she went 
on to point out that you have to work hard in order to do well 
in anything in life. Ms. O’Callaghan went on to encourage 

the students to develop confidence in themselves and not 
to be concerned about popularity, peer pressure, facebook 
status etc. but just to focus on their own ambitions.

Returning to an earlier theme she emphasized that there 
was no secret to her success and that it was down to 1% 
talent, 1% luck and 98% hard work! Ms. O’Callaghan next 
stated that kindness is the most underrated trait of all and 
she urged everyone to look out for each other. In dealing 
with contrary or critical individuals she cited the late 
Seamus Heaney’s advice to John McGahern to treat such 
people with “implacable courtesy.”

Ms. O’Callaghan concluded her speech by exhorting the 
students to appreciate and enjoy life to the fullest and to be 
grateful to their parents for the opportunities provided by 
them. Jane Walsh (Head Girl) made a brief speech of thanks 
to our guest and then the musical interlude was introduced. 
The Midleton College Orchestra under the baton of Mr. 
Nicholls performed ‘Penny Lane’ by The Beatles and a 
clarinet piece called ‘Summer’. This was followed by 
some solo performances, Ed Hayes sang ‘Whither must I 
wander’ by Vaughan Williams and Christian Lynch played 
violin on ‘Remembrances’ by John Williams. For the finale 
the College Choir gave a spirited, all singing, all dancing 
rendition of E.L.O.’s ‘Mr. Blue Sky’. The Prizes were 
presented to the winners and after the final blessing Prize 
Day was over for another year. 

- Ed.

Andrew McGregor presenting �owers to  
Mrs. Colton.

Tobi Oshikoya, Form I made quite an 

impression with his drumming prowess.
�e editor attentively noting down Ms. O’Callaghan’s words of wisdom.

�e Choir singing with gusto for ‘Mr. Blue Sky’.
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Back row left to right: A.Burns, A. Morris, A. Ford, O. Parsons, N. Quill, C.McGregor, I.O’Sullivan-Hourihan
Front row left to right: J.Ryall, Mr Morrissey, Bishop Colton, Ms. O’Callaghan, Mr Thompson, M.Kingston.

Back row left to right: L.Mariga, O.Akilomen, B.McHugh, A.O’Donnell M. White, H.Duffy, K.Duffy, G.Haberlin.
Front row left to right: C.Moore, Mr Morrissey, Bishop Colton, Ms O’Callaghan, Mr Thompson, M. Rutledge.
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Form II Prize Winners

Form I Prize Winners
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Back row L-R: S. Stronach, K. Fleming, C. Lynch, K. Simpson, R. Provan-Bessell, E. Ryall, J. Lydon, K. Carew. 
Front row L-R: S. James, Mr. Morrissey, Bishop Colton, Ms. O’Callaghan . Mr. Thompson, S. Keating. 

Back row left to right: L.Farrell, P.Power, M.Humphreys, F.Bailey, J. Power, L. Pierce, E.Cloete, P. Punch, C.Devine.
Middle row left to right:  B.Archer, J.Ryan, B.O’Farrell, J. Spreadborough, J.Doyle, F.Roche, R.O’Mahony, O. Norton, M.O’Leary, 

R.Thomas.
Front row left to right: A.Dunne, Mr Morrissey, Bishop Colton, Ms O’Callaghan, Mr Thompson, I.Tanner.
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Form IV Prize Winners

Form III Prize Winners
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Back row L-R: J. Gibbons, K. Laatz, E. Moloney, B. Sly, J. Pope, P. Delahunty, D. Tierney, D. MacGafraidh, J. Knoblauch.
Middle row L-R: G. Corbett, K. Crosbie, D. Gethins, C. Thomas, K. Phelan, O. Ind, D. Wardle, R. Quinn, F. Power, C. Douglas.
Front row L-R: J. McEvoy, Mr. Morrissey, Bishop Colton, Ms O’Callaghan, Mr. Thompson, H. Spink, B. McCarthy.

Back row L-R: J. Walsh, O. Chambers, F. Fischer, D. Moore, A. McGregor, C. Sheehy, J. Cowhig, E. Doyle
Front row L-R: R. Hornibrook, Mr. Morrissey, Bishop Colton, Ms. O’Callaghan, Mr. Thompson, O. Anthony.
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Form VI Prize Winners

Form V Prize Winners
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1st Year Science Prize winner, Liam Mariga.

Members of the 
Student Council, Aoife 

Dunne (Treasurer), 
Misael O’Brien 

(Chairperson) 
and Isabel Tanner 

(Secretary), with our 
Prize Day speaker.

The Senior Prefects for 
this year pictured on  
Prize Day, are Jane 
Walsh, David Wood, 
Andrew McGregor and 
Olwyn Anthony.

“It’s only rock ‘n roll but I like it!” Jordan Devlin, Laura O’Keeffe 
and Lara Summers really put on a great show singing ‘Mr. Blue Sky’.
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I don’t normally write this article myself, more o�en than 
not, the submission time falls squarely inside rehearsal time 
for the production this Christmas and I would enlist the 
help one of the show’s participants. 

Our show last Christmas ‘Back to the 80’s’, was a great 
success for all the performers and back stage crew alike. As 
always we were under pressure to get the show ready before 
the performances, but that is the nature of any show, you 
have a deadline and work extremely hard as it approaches. I 
cannot congratulate the cast and crew enough on what was a 
very busy, very fast and very complicated show. �ey should 
all be extremely proud of their achievement. Well done!

Last year, the performances of the host of 6th 
formers involved was second to none. �at 
group of students had been with me from 
the very start of this journey. From ‘Grease’, 
to ‘Oliver’, following the yellow brick road to 
meet ‘�e Wiz’ and then all the way ‘Back to 
the 80’s’. It would be fair to say that without 
the commitment and dedication of so many 
of these students over the last four years, the 
interest and talents of those that come a�er 
them may not have been realised. Personally 
and professionally, I will miss them. But that is 
the nature of school life, students come and go 
but what they leave behind them is clear to see 
for one and all. �is year Midleton College has 
invested in the life of the Drama department 

by purchasing some sound and lighting equipment. I wish 
to o�er thanks to Mr. Simon �ompson and indeed, thanks 
to the students’ hard work and determination over the past 
four years that have made this investment possible. 

Our production this year is ‘Little Shop of Horrors’. A darkly 
comic tale of people, plants and ambition. Although not 
entirely ‘Christmassy’ according to some of the students, we 
hope that we can build on all performances of Christmases 
past and end the school term with a bang.

- E.D.

Mr Doyle and cast all looking suitably ‘Retro’ but only one of them actually lived through the 80’s!

‘Back to The 80’s’ 

DRAMA 2013

Some of the talented 6th Years whom Mr. Doyle will miss so much in the casting of 

future productions.

‘Fame!’

23

MidletonColMag2013.indd   23 07/12/2013   19:21



On May 5th 2013 all of Form 1 arrived in school extra early 
for the bus to take us to Wexford Heritage Park and the 
Dunbrody Famine Ship for our History Trip. We were very 
excited as this was our first trip together as a year group but 
there were too many of us to fit on one bus. 1x travelled 
on the mini bus with 1o and 1e travelling on the bigger 
bus together. The Dunbrody Famine Ship is moored on the 
banks of the river Barrow and it can be seen on the way into 
New Ross from Waterford .

It gets its name from the Famine times in Ireland when 
people travelled on it to America to escape the hardship 
here. We learnt that life was also hard for people travelling 
on it with more than 200 people travelling on the lower 
decks. They were crammed 7/8 people to a cabin. The Tour 
Guides showing us around were dressed in clothes from 
famine times. They represented 1st class and 3rd class 
passengers by their clothes, accent, attitude and facilities 
on the boat. 

After the Dunbrody we continued on to Wexford Heritage 
Centre. We were first introduced to the Centre and what we 
would see through a video. Then we visited many types of 
houses from the past such as small stone houses and much 
bigger thatched ones.  We also visited a working mill and a 
Church. What most of us remember about these is the pet 
chicken by the Church!

The most interesting thing all day was the Fulacht Fiadh, 
a prehistoric way of cooking meat by wrapping it in straw, 
and putting it in boiling water. The water was boiled with 

hot stones from a fire. When the meat was cooked we all 
got a taste, it had an interesting taste. 

After this we saw a Ring Fort, a Dolmen and a Replica 
Longboat in a Viking Shipyard.

We were brought back to today’s cooking with a visit to 
McDonalds and the journey back seemed short as we sang 
our way to Midleton.

Thank You to Mr. Preston and his team for a great day.

- Rebekah Oppermann (Form II).

1st Form History trip to Ferrycarrig

EDUCATION BEYOND THE CLASSROOM

Here, Harry Smyth pretends to be volunteering as a pagan 
sacra�ce! Alas, to be greeted by equal parts amusement 
and indi�erence by his classmates.

‘Out of our Tree House!’

Members of Form I taking up a strong defensive position.
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